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conclusion/decision.  These reasons must be given prior to the vote and be 
recorded.  Be aware that you may have to justify the resulting decision by 
giving evidence in the event of any challenge.   In certain instances it may be 
preferable to defer the application to the next Development Control Committee 
so that Members can have a further report on the application in light of their 
proposed decision to determine the application contrary to the Officer‟s 
recommendation. 

 
12. Application of the Code to the Development Plan process and other Planning 

Functions 
 

 In the Local Development Framework (LDF) process, decisions are made by 
the Council regarding allocations and policies which relate to specific sites, or 
general policies which are not site specific but can have a bearing on how and 
what land can be developed.  All these affect private interests. 

 

 During the Development PlanLDF process the Council will be dealing with 
people putting forward proposals for inclusion in the Plan, whilst others will be 
objecting to the proposals in the Plan. 

 

 The Council makes decisions in relation to the LDF which comprise 
Development Plan Documents (DPDs), such as the Core Strategy and the 
Allocations DPD, as well as Supplementary Planning Documents, which 
provide greater detail on the policies in the DPDs.  

The decision-making Committee in relation to the Development Plan is 
Development Regeneration and Environment Committee. 

 

 Interested parties will primarily be landowners or developers and interest 
groups, together with statutory bodies and authorities, and local residents.  All 
play a part in the process and interact with Members and Officers. 

 

       In addition to planning applications, other development control functions 
include enforcement action, tree preservation orders and dealing with listed 
buildings and conservation areas.  All these areas of work involve important 
decisions being made which affect people‟s interests, and this Code applies to 
these decisions as well. 

 

       It is essential, therefore, that Members have regard to the guidance in this 
Code of Conduct in relation to these other areas of work besides planning 
applications. 

 
13. Training 

      

       Don’t participate in decision making at meetings dealing with planning 
matters if you have not attended planning training provided by the Council. 
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