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1. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

1.1 It recommended that a general dispensation be granted to all members of the Council for the 

period of four years from 12th December 2012 in the following circumstances: 
 

   a)  any allowance payment or indemnity granted to a member. 
   b)  setting the Council Tax or a precept under the Local Government Finance Act 1992. 

1.2 In all other circumstances the decision to grant a dispensation is delegated to the Monitoring 
Officer. 

  
2. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

2.1 

 
 

 
2.2 

This report proposes a range of dispensations to be granted to Members to enable them to 

participate on a matter and vote in certain circumstances not withstanding the fact that the 
Member may have a disclosable pecuniary interest. 

 
It also proposes the procedure to be followed by Members where they are seeking a 
dispensation in circumstances other than the general dispensation. 

 
  
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES 

3.1 This report concerns the administration of a statutory requirement.  In terms of the Corporate 
Priorities the recommendations support the following priority: 

 Responsive and value for money local services – responding to and meeting the 

different needs of customers and improving the cost effectiveness of services. 

  
4.   RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 That the Council does not put in place adequate measures to deal with dispensation 

applications promptly resulting in exclusion of Members with a disclosable pecuniary interest 
that is not prejudicial to the wider public interest. 

  
5.   BACKGROUND AND OPTIONS 

5.1 The Localism Act 2011 introduced a new scheme with regard to Standards of conduct in local 

government including the replacement of pecuniary interests with Disclosable Pecuniary 
interests (DPI). 

 
5.2 A guidance note on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests is set out at Appendix 1 to the report. 

 

5.3 The Act also included the introduction of a new Criminal Offence for not declaring a DPI.  The 
Act requires that a member who has a DPI must not participate or vote at a meeting at which 

the relevant interests apply, unless granted a dispensation to speak and vote on the matter. 
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5.4 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
5.5 
 

 
5.6 

 
 
 

 
5.7 

 
 
 

 
5.8 

The provisions on dispensations are also significantly changed by the Localism Act 2011.  
There are now 5 circumstances in respect of which a dispensation may be granted, namely:- 

 
(a) that without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from participating in 

the business would render the meeting inquorate. 
(b)   It is considered that without the dispensation the representation of different Political 

groups as the body transacting the business would be so upset as to alter the 

outcome of any vote relating to the business under consideration.  
(c)  the granting of a dispensation is in the interests of the persons living in that area. 

(d) In the case of an authority to which Part 1A of the Local Government Act 2000 
applies and is operating executive arrangements, it is considered that without the 
dispensation each Member of the Councils executive would be prohibited from 

participating in any particular business to be transacted by the authority’s executive. 
(e) It is considered otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation. 

 
Any dispensation granted can only be for a maximum period of 4 years, although the 
provisions allow for a dispensation for a particular meeting. 

 
Whilst it is open to any Member to apply for a dispensation in accordance with the criteria 

set out above, there are a number of generic areas where all or a majority of Members 
would have a common interest and it is considered that rather than expect each member to 
apply for such dispensations that a blanket dispensation be granted. 

 
It is proposed that the following dispensations be granted under Section 33 of the Localism 

Act 2011 until: 
(a)  Any allowance, payment, or indemnity granted to a member 
(b) Setting the Council Tax or a precept under the Local Government Finance Act 1992. 

 
The Localism Act gives a discretion for the power to grant dispensations to be delegated to a 

committee, or to the Monitoring Officer.   
 
It is proposed that other than the general dispensation granted at 5.7.  All other decisions on 

dispensations should be delegated to the Monitoring Officer and applications should be made 
on the form set out at Appendix 2 to the report.  A register of all dispensations granted will be 

kept and maintained by the Monitoring Officer. 
  
 COMMENTS FROM STATUTORY OFFICERS:  

6. SECTION 151 OFFICER 

6.1 There are no specific financial implications. 
7. MONITORING OFFICER 

7.1 No additional comments. 
8. HEAD OF PEOPLE AND POLICY (ON BEHALF OF THE HEAD OF PAID SERVICE) 

8.1 No HR implications. 
  
9. CONCLUSION 

9.1 To consider the report and make the appropriate determination. 
 

Background Papers 

Document Place of Inspection 

Localism Act 2011 
The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable 

Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 

 

Futures Park 
Newchurch Road 

Bacup 
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LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 

Dispensation Request 
 

 

Name of Councillor 
 

 

 

Nature and description of 
interest for which dispensation 
sought: 

 

 

 
Period for which dispensation 

is sought. 
NOTE:  This may be for a 
maximum period of 4 years.  

Where a dispensation is 
sought for a particular 

meeting, please specify date 
of meeting 
 

 

 

Grounds on which the 
dispensation is sought. 

 

 Please refer to grounds 

referred to in guidance. 

 Please also provide 
supporting reasons as to 

why you consider the 
dispensation request 

should be granted. 

 Please state whether you 

are seeking a dispensation 
to speak and to vote or to 
speak only on the 

particular matter. 
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GUIDANCE NOTES. 
 

A dispensation can be granted on the following grounds to enable a member to speak and/or vote 
where they would otherwise have disclosable pecuniary interest. 

 
(a) that without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from participating in the 

business would render the meeting inquorate. 

 
(b)   It is considered that without the dispensation the representation of different Political 

groups as the body transacting the business would be so upset as to alter the outcome 
of any vote relating to the business under consideration.  

 

(c)  the granting of a dispensation is in the interests of the persons living in that area. 
 

(d) In the case of an authority to which Part 1A of the Local Government Act 2000 applies 
and is operating executive arrangements, it is considered that without the dispensation 
each Member of the Councils executive would be prohibited from participating in any 

particular business to be transacted by the authority’s executive. 
 

(e) It is considered otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation. 
 
A dispensation request must be made to the Monitoring Officer in writing or by email on this form 

addressed to: 
 

Stuart Sugarman 
Monitoring Officer 
Rossendale Borough Council 

Futures Park 
Newchurch Road 

Bacup 
Lancashire    OL13 0BB 
 

Or 
 

stuartsugarman@rossendalebc.gov.uk   Telephone Number:  01706 252447 
 
It is advisable to submit a dispensation request well in advance of the date of the meeting for 
which the dispensation is sought or in any event other than exceptional circumstances within five 
clear days prior to the date of the meeting to which the dispensation request relates. 

 
Bias and Predetermination 
 

You should note that there may be circumstances where you do not have a disclosable pecuniary 
interest but it would be inappropriate for you to speak and vote on any matter by reason that you 

may be biased if you were to do so – for example speaking or voting on a Planning application 
relating to a close member of your family other than your spouse or partner.  A dispensation 
cannot be granted in such circumstances to enable you to speak and vote. 

 
It is extremely unlikely that a dispensation will be granted in respect of a disclosable pecuniary 

interest where circumstances of bias or predeterminations may arise.   
 
For further information please contact the Monitoring Officer. 
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