
  

               

 
 
 
 

Land off Kingsway, Holcombe Road, Helmshore 

 
 

AMPHIBIAN SURVEY REPORT 
 
 
 

For 
 

Solomon Commercials Ltd, 
Kingsway, 
Haslingden, 
Rossendale, 
Lancashire 
BB4 4QJ 

 
 
 
 

June 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Written: Checked: Approved: 
JS         LES         CR 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consultants  

in 

 

 

urban forestry 

 

arboriculture 

 

environmental 

sciences 

 

 

The Rural Business Centre, Myerscough College, Bilsborrow, Lancashire PR3 0RY 

Tel 07887 601123  Email enquiries@arbconsultants.co.uk www.arbconsultants.co.uk 

arbconsultants ltd  

mailto:enquiries@arbconsultants.co.uk


June 27, 2012 [PROTECTED SPECIES SURVEY] 

 
Contents 

 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Statutory and Planning Context 

3.0 Survey Methodology 

4.0 Desktop Study 

5.0 Habitat Requirements Description & Assessment 6.0 Survey Effort & 

Results 

7.0 Evaluation 

8.0 Impacts & Recommendations 

9.0 References 

 

Tables 

Table 1: Desktop Study Results & Record Centres Consulted Table 2: 

Torch Lit Survey Effort, 2012 

Table 3: Bottle Trap Survey Effort, 2012 

Table 4: Summary of Field Survey Techniques, 2012 

Table 5: Torch Lit Survey Results, 2012 

Table 6: Bottle Trap Survey Results, 2012 

Table 7: Presence/Absence of Amphibians, 2012 

 

Drawings 

Drawing 1: Site Location Plan (Showing Pond Locations) 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 27, 2012 [PROTECTED SPECIES SURVEY] 

 
1.0   Introduction  

1.1  Arbconsultants Limited was commissioned by Sokomon 

Commercials Limited in April 2012, to undertake an amphibian survey 

at their Kingsway, Haslingden premises, National Grid Reference 

(NGR) 377716, 422257. See Drawing 1, showing the site and the 

locations of ponds.  

1.2   The site is located to the east of an area of existing car 

parking at Solomon Commercials on Kingsway, Holcombe Road close 

to Helmshore. The proposal for the site is that the main pond (Pond 2) 

is to be in-filled to make way for development.  

1.3    The site is located in an area that is characterised by developing 

industrial land and totals a water area of not more 3,000m² and a 

perimeter of approximately 300m. The immediate surrounding 

environs consist of running water (inflow and outflow), scattered trees, 

scrub, tall ruderal, rank grassland, compacted bare ground (footpaths) 

roads and hard standing. The wider survey area comprises of the town 

of Helmshore to the east and sheep grazed pasture, leading to the 

moorland dominated landscape of Musbury Heights and Tor Hill to the 

west. There are three other areas of standing water located within the 

wider survey area.  

1.4   The aims of the survey were to:  

 Undertake a walkover survey of the land of the 

proposed development site, to locate all water bodies 

within 250 metres (where there is land access).  

 Undertake a Data Base Assessment (DBA) using 

existing maps and satellite imagery where there is no 

land access.  

 Undertake an amphibian survey of water 

bodies, following Natural England’s recommended 

survey methodology.  

 To identify the presence/absence of great 

crested newts and other amphibians on site.  

 Undertake a population size class assessment of 

great crested newt populations (if found to be present).  

 Briefly describe habitats (terrestrial & aquatic) 

and undertake an evaluation.  
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2.0   Statutory & Planning Context  

 

Great Crested Newts  

2.1  Great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) and their habitat (aquatic 

and terrestrial) are afforded full protection by the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5, Section 9) This Act is the domestic 

implementation of the Convention on the Conservation of European 

Wildlife and Natural Habitats (the Bern Convention) and was 

amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.  

2.2  In addition to the above protection great crested newts are listed 

on Annex II and Annex IV of the Conservation of Natural Habitats and 

Wild Fauna and Flora (the Habitats [and species] Directive). This is 

transposed into UK law by the Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010 (SI 2010/490) (the Habitats Regulations).  

2.3   The extent of legal protection covers both the species and habitat 

and the following protection is afforded:-  

• deliberately capture, injure or kill a great crested newt;  

• deliberately disturb or take a great crested newt;  

• deliberately take or destroy eggs of a great crested 

  newt;  

• damage or destroy or obstruct a breeding site or   

resting place of a great crested  newt ;  

• keep, transport, sell or exchange, or offer for sale or                                  

exchange, any live or dead, or any part of, or anything 

derived from a great crested newt.  

2.4 Any development or other activity that would result in a 

contravention of the above legislation would require a licence to avoid 

committing an offence. Natural England has powers to grant a licence 

for the following purposes; 

• Regulation 53(2)(e) - preserving public health or public 

safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public 

interest including those of a social or economic nature 

and beneficial consequences of primary importance for 

the environment; or  

• Regulation 53(2)(f) - preventing the spread of disease; 

or  

• Regulation 53(2)(g) - preventing serious damage to 

livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops, vegetables, 
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fruit, growing timber or any other form of property or 

to fisheries. In addition, Natural England can only issue 

a licence if it is satisfied that the activity meets one of 

the above purposes and is also satisfied of the 

following;  

• Regulation 53(9)(a) - that there is no satisfactory 

alternative, and  

• Regulation 53(9)(b) - that the action authorised will not 

be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of 

the species concerned at a favourable conservation 

status in their natural range.  

2.5   Great crested newts are also protected by the Protection of 

Animals Act 1911, which prohibits cruelty and mistreatment. Releasing 

a great crested newt in such a way as to cause undue suffering may 

be an offence under the Abandonment of Animals Act 1960. In 

addition to the above, there are various statutory provisions relating to 

the transport of animals, designed to ensure their welfare.  

2.6   Local Planning Authorities are required to consider the impact of 

the proposed development on the European species (great crested 

newts) and their habitat, the need for development and consideration 

of possible alternative development proposals before determining 

planning applications that could affect European Protected Species 

(EPS).  

2.7   Therefore it is important to identify the presence of great crested 

newt individuals and also to identify suitable habitat on site in order 

that legal obligations regarding this species can be observed.  

2.8   If the survey identifies the presence of great crested newts on the 

site, a Natural England Rapid Risk Assessment is undertaken to 

determine if a European Protected Species (EPS) Development licence 

is required. If the Rapid Risk Assessment finds the risks to be Green: 

offence highly unlikely or Amber: Offence likely it may be possible to 

undertake works using the Non-license avoidance measures tool.  

2.9  If the risks are Red: offence highly likely, an EPS development 

licence is likely to be required and a mitigation scheme would need to 

be developed, in liaison with the local Natural England team, which 

minimises direct threats to newts and compensates for loss of habitat. A 

licence issued by Natural England is required for the legal 

implementation of a mitigation scheme, as detailed above in Section 

2.4.  
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Other Amphibians  

2.10   Where such an amphibian survey rules out the presence of 

great crested newts, there may be the need to develop a scheme for 

the conservation of the less protected amphibians as a planning 

condition, should the development pose a risk to a locally significant 

population of amphibians.  

2.11   The more common British amphibians, i.e. common frog (Rana 

temporaria), common toad (Bufo bufo), smooth newt (Lissotriton 

vulgaris) and palmate newt (Lissotriton helveticus) are protected only 

by Section 9(5) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. This section 

prohibits sale, barter, exchange, transporting for sale and advertising 

to sell or to buy, and is not relevant to this situation. 

2.12   Common toad is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species 

and Species of Principle Importance in England (Section 41 of the 

Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC)).  

2.13   The more common amphibian species are, UK Species of 

Conservation Concern (SoCC). Due to general declines in most British 

amphibian species in recent years, many local authorities require 

amphibian surveys as a planning condition, or as part of environmental 

information submitted as part of a planning application, even where 

the presence of great crested newts is ruled out.  

2.14   Water bodies that support all five species of British amphibians 

in high numbers may be afforded protection in local plans, as Sites of 

Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), or a similar equivalent, for 

sites of local importance. A site may require statutory protection as a 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  
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3.0   Survey Methodology  

Survey Overview  

3.1  A combination of survey techniques were utilised at this site, 

including bottle trapping, torch lit surveys, egg searches and netting, to 

give a full picture of amphibian activity and to compensate for 

limitations of any one technique.  

3.2   The overall aims of the survey were obtained by implementing 

the following objectives:  

• A walkover survey was to be undertaken to 

establish the location of all water bodies within 

250 metres of the site where there is land 

access.  

• A data base assessment was undertaken using 

historical maps and satellite imagery to check 

areas of land with no access;  

• Identify the presence/absence of amphibians on 

site by undertaking:  

1)  Torch lit surveys of each water body.  

2)  Bottle trap surveys of the water bodies, 

where possible were undertaken at the same 

time to “validate” and compare with torch lit 

surveys.  

3)  Egg search of all water bodies, in spring to 

confirm presence/absence & breeding activity.  

• Undertake a population size class assessment of 

great crested newt populations, if found to be 

present.  

3.3   If great crested newts are present, a population size class 

assessment may be required to apply for a Natural England mitigation 

licence. The population size class assessment includes a further two 

survey visits using torch lit, bottle trapping and egg searches, (totalling 

6 survey visits). This survey methodology meets Natural England’s 

survey guidelines and all legal requirements.  

Detailed Amphibian Survey Methods  

3.4   Where access was permitted, all water bodies on site or within 

250 metres of the proposed development were surveyed for the 

presence/absence of amphibians, which includes; eight site visits using 

three methods stated below on each visit (torch lit, bottle trap and egg 
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searches).  

 

Torch Lit Survey Methodology  

3.5   Water bodies were surveyed by walking the perimeter of the 

water bodies after dusk and searching the water with a powerful torch 

(Night-lite, one million candle power). It is often not possible to achieve 

lit surveys because of access difficulties, for example dense marginal 

vegetation. Estimates of the percentage of shoreline of each water 

body surveyed and other factors affecting torch lit counts are 

provided. 

Bottle Trap Survey Methodology 

3.6   The bottle traps used were constructed from a two litre plastic 

bottle, with an inverted neck, secured to the pond bottom by a cane 

passing through the trap at an angle and operated with an air bubble.  

3.7   Bottle traps were set at an average spacing of 2 metres along 

accessible shorelines (to allow estimation of population size). Where 

significant lengths of shoreline are inaccessible, or if the pond is very 

large, bottle trapping will be used in the accessible areas, using 2 

metres spacing as a means of standardising survey effort.  

3.8   Traps were set in the evening and operated overnight, emptying 

the traps early the following morning. Newts are particularly at risk on 

warm sunny days in shallow water traps. Traps were operated well 

within the maximum time limits set by Natural England (2001):  

• Up to 17 hours for traps with an air bubble 

throughout the survey period,  

• 12 hours in March through to April for traps 

without an air bubble,  

• 10 hours in May for traps without an air bubble,  

• 8 hours June for traps without an air bubble.  

3.9   Estimates of the percentage of shoreline of each water body 

surveyed and other factors affecting bottle counts are provided. 

Where it is not possible to logistically trap an entire shoreline, sample 

sections will be trapped (with bottles at 2 m spacing) in locations 

deemed most likely to yield newts e.g. amongst egg-laying vegetation 

for females and in open water for displaying males.  
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Egg Search Methodology  

3.10   Great crested newts lay their eggs singly on the leaves of 

submerged vegetation. The vegetation is folded over the egg to form 

a protective ‘purse’. The eggs of great crested newts can be 

distinguished from those of the two smaller newt species, smooth newt 

(Lissotrion vulgaris) and palmate newt (L. helveticus) because they are 

slightly larger (3 – 4 mm) in size, with a pale lemon coloured yolk. The 

smooth and palmate newt eggs are 2 – 3 mm in size, with a white or 

grey tinged yolk. A female great crested newt can lay 300 + eggs, so 

detection rates for eggs are higher than for adults. The presence of 

eggs confirms the water body as a breeding site. However, it is 

impossible to obtain any reliable population estimate on the basis of a 

newt egg count. Also, it is undesirable for the conservation of the 

species to survey for eggs intensively, as the unfolding of vegetation to 

confirm type of egg will tend to render the egg more vulnerable to 

predation or to being dislodged. Therefore, no attempt will be made 

to quantify the number of eggs in a pond; searching will be stopped 

once an egg has been found.  

3.11   Searching for newt eggs is useful between March and July 

(peak egg laying period April - June). Not all eggs are viable, so 

although most eggs will have hatched by June, non- viable eggs will 

remain on vegetation longer, before decaying or becoming predated. 

Aquatic vegetation was searched for newt eggs by walking or wading 

the shoreline and looking for the characteristic shape of folded leaves 

on favoured plants for ovipositing.  
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4.0   Desktop Study  

4.1   Information regarding historic species records of great crested 

newts was collated from the following sources; listed in Table 1,  

Sources of Information Information Supplied 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) Identification of national 

priority amphibian species 

known to occur in the region 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan Identification of local priority 

amphibian species known to 

occur in the region 

 

Table 1: Desktop Study Results & Record Centres Consulted 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) Priority Species Great crested 

newt 

4.2   The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists the great 

crested newt as a priority species. The great crested newt is still quite 

widespread in Britain. The species is locally numerous in parts of 

lowland England and Wales but is absent or rare in Cornwall and 

Devon. It is widespread but local in Scotland and absent from Northern 

Ireland.  

4.3   The species has suffered a decline in recent years with studies in 

the 1980s indicating a national rate of colony loss of approximately 

2% over five years. It is estimated that there are a total of 18,000 

great crested newt ponds within Britain, although only 3,000 of these 

have been identified. The British population is amongst the largest in 

Europe, where it is threatened in several countries.  

 

Common toad  

4.4   The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists the common 

toad as a priority species. Common toad is not is not internationally 

threatened, or considered to be declining in the United Kingdom. 

However there has been a serious decline demonstrated among many 

populations across large areas of South, East and Central England 

where 50% or more of common toad populations in rural areas have 

experienced recent declines (1985- 2000) including extinction or near-

extinction of some populations.  
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Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 

Great crested newt 

4.5 Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan lists great crested newts as a 

species of local concern. The North West of England is a stronghold for 

this species in Britain as a whole. An audit of 487 ponds carried out in 

the North West in 1995/6 found the species in 26% of ponds. 

4.6 There are good populations in the Greater Manchester area, the 

outskirts of Liverpool and the coastal plain of Lancashire, including the 

Fylde, though there has been a notable loss of sites adjacent to urban 

areas. There are also numerous breeding sites in Cheshire and 

scattered populations in Cumbria. 

4.7 The great crested newt is promoted by Natural England as a 

'Regional Biodiversity Indicator' for sustainable development in the 

North West. A map showing the records of great crested newts can be 

viewed on the Lancashire Biodiversity Action Plan website. 

Local Status 

Great crested newt 

4.8 The landscape of lowland western Lancashire contains nationally 

significant densities of ponds. The majority of these are former marl 

pits from which base-rich clay was extracted to be spread upon 

farmland. The high pond density makes this part of the county the most 

important in Lancashire for this species. 

4.9 Significant populations occur in the Boroughs/Districts of Preston, 

South Ribble, Chorley and West Lancashire. The newts' breeding ponds 

in these areas form part of the so called 'Wigan pondway' which links 

the pond clusters in the Fylde and Cheshire. 

Common toad 

4.10 Unknown but presumed to be widespread throughout lowland 

and upland fringe. 
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5.0   Habitat Requirements, Description & Assessment  

Habitat Requirement  

5.1   Amphibians require both suitable terrestrial and aquatic habitat 

to survive within an area. It is unlikely that great crested newts will be 

present within areas where there are no ponds, but a remnant 

population can survive for many years following the succession or 

infilling of a breeding pond. Great crested newts can survive for at 

least 12 years in the wild.  

5.2   Habitats that contain both a water body and ideal terrestrial 

habitat do not automatically indicate that great crested newts will be 

present. Ponds that contain high numbers of fish are less likely to 

support great crested newts in the long-term as their larvae have a 

preference to forage in open water, which greatly increases the 

possibility of predation.  

5.3   Other factors which may affect the suitability of aquatic habitats 

for amphibians include; pond condition (pollution), their location 

(habitats around the pond and restricted access), and seasonality of 

ponds, altitude, acidity (Ph), water flows (in streams and rivers) and 

occasionally adverse pond management, amongst other factors.  

5.4   Generally, rivers and drainage ditches contain fish and as a rule 

they are not suitable for great crested newt breeding, but may be 

suitable for the more common amphibian species. Although, there is 

evidence that great crested newts and fish can co-exist in some 

circumstances.  

 

Terrestrial Habitat Description & Evaluation  

5.5   The wider survey area contains a wide range of terrestrial 

habitats that provide suitable habitat of varying levels for amphibian 

species; these include woodland, plantation, scattered trees, scrub, 

tussocky grassland and tall ruderal.  

5.6   Great crested newts need terrestrial habitat to hibernate, 

disperse and forage. They may take refuge in dense vegetation, 

underground in small mammal holes, amongst tree roots, woodland, 

tussocky grassland, scrub, tall ruderal,, dead wood or rubble. Habitats 

within the survey area vary in their levels of suitability for amphibians 

species.  

5.7   The site contains a range of terrestrial habitats that provide 

suitable habitat of varying levels for amphibian species.  

5.8   The site contained ideal amphibian hibernation and foraging 

habitats which include the following: - 
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• Semi-natural woodland  

• Coniferous plantation  

• Scrub  

• Scattered trees  

• Tussocky grasslands  

• Tall ruderal  

• Marshy grassland  

• Swamp  

5.9   Habitats that contain a relatively low suitability for amphibians 

include:  

• Small areas of bare earth and compacted gravel 

Aquatic Habitat Description & Evaluation 

5.10   Aquatic habitats within the survey area (within 250m of the site) 

included:  

• Standing water (large fishing lakes and ponds)  

• Seasonal water bodies (pools and drainage 

ditches)  

5.11   A total of 6 ponds were located within 250 metres of the site 

during the walkover surveys and investigations. The ponds and their 

locations were mapped and are shown on Drawing 1. Detailed pond 

descriptions are as follows:  

5.12   Pond 1 (National Grid Reference: 377767, 422257) - A large 

area of standing water located within the site. The pond is undulating 

in shape, with a perimeter of approximately 300m and a water depth 

over 3m. Water quality is clear around the margins and turbid to the 

centre. The base of the pond comprises of sediment. Scattered trees 

comprising of common alder (Alnus glutinosa), crack willow (Salix 

fragilis) and goat willow (Salix caprea) and fencing are present on the 

north and eastern boundary of the waterbody and shade <10% of 

the waters area. Aquatic vegetation is sparse comprising of occasional 

brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), marginal vegetation species 

include; locally abundant greater reedmace (Typha latifolia), locally 

frequent reed canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and frequent soft 

rush (Juncus effusus).  

5.13  Pond 2 (National Grid Reference: 377804, 422187) - A small 

area of standing water that is circular in shape, approximately 3m in 
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perimeter and water depth is <15cm deep. Water quality was clear 

and the base comprised of leaf litter. The water area was shaded 

40% by an adjacent tree and it is considered to be an ephemeral 

water body.  

5.14    Pond 3 (National Grid Reference: 377837, 422210) – A small 

area of standing water that is circular in shape, approximately 13m in 

perimeter and a water depth of <1m in depth. The base is of leaf 

litter base and water quality is clear. The water area is shaded 20% 

by an adjacent tree and soft rush and flote-grass (Glyceria fluitans) is 

present. The pond is located within an area of rough grassland, tall 

ruderal with occasional scrub. The water body is considered to be an 

ephemeral pond.  

5.15   Pond 4 (National Grid Reference: 377856, 422095) - 

Approximately 35m in perimeter the water body is located at the 

bottom of a steep embankment that is approximately 60% in gradient 

and 15 metres in height. The waterbody is >1 metre in depth with a 

leaf litter base and a clear water quality. Marginal vegetation 

includes; soft rush, reed canary- grass and flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 

and greater willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum). The banks of the water 

body comprise of stone slabs for approximately 95% with an outfall 

pipe completing the remaining 5%. Aquatic vegetation was limited and 

no evidence of fish was observed. The water area is shaded 

approximately 5% from adjacent trees. Access into this area was not 

gained and a further assessment, or surveys, was therefore not 

completed.  

5.16    Pond 5 (National Grid Reference: 377723, 422345) - Located 

on the edge of woodland to the north of the site. The pond is linear in 

shape, approximately 30m in perimeter, with a water depth of 

approximately 1m. The pond is shaded approximately 50% on the 

south by the adjacent overhanging plantation conifer plantation. 

Water quality was clear and the base of the pond is sediment. 

Habitats located within 10m of the pond include improved pasture, 

woodland, scrub, tall ruderal and marshy grassland. Aquatic 

vegetation included; abundant soft rush and greater reedmace, locally 

frequent flote- grass and pondweed sp (Elodea sp).  

5.17   Pond 6 (National Grid Reference: 377783, 422308) - An area 

of standing water has been previously identified by the use of aerial 

photographs online. However, it is believed that the pond may have 

dried since the photographs were taken. Access into this area was not 

gained and a further assessment, or surveys, was therefore not 

completed. 
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6.0   Survey Results  

Amphibian Survey Effort  

6.1   All water bodies were surveyed by experienced ecologists and 

assistants. The level of survey is aimed at surveying 100% of the pond 

bankside area however physical barriers and human health and safety 

reasons can prevent survey of all areas in certain environments. The 

level of survey effort is detailed in the following sections.  

 

Torch Lit Survey Effort  

6.2   Water bodies were surveyed by walking the perimeter of the 

water bodies after dusk and searching the water with a powerful 

torch. Estimates of the percentage of shoreline of the water body 

surveyed and other factors affecting torch lit counts are given in the 

results Table 2.  

  

Pond 

No 

Approximate 

% of 

shoreline 

covered 

Turbidity Water body description and comments 

1 60 Turbid Deep sediment and fish present 

2 100 Clear Ephemeral pool – dry later in season 

3 100 Clear Ephemeral pool – dry later in season 

4 0 - No Access 

5 60 Clear Access restricted to north of pond 

6 0 - No access 

 

Table 2: Torch Lit Survey Effort, 2012  

Bottle Trap Survey Effort 

6.3 Estimates of the percentage of shoreline of the water body 

surveyed and other factors affecting bottle counts are given in Table 

3. Where it was not logistically possible to trap an entire shoreline, 

sample sections were trapped (with bottles at 2 m spacing) in locations 

deemed most likely to yield newts e.g. amongst egg-laying vegetation 

for females and in open water for displaying males. 
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Pond 
Perimeter 

(M) 

No 

Bottles 

Average 

Spacing 

Approximate 

% of 

shoreline 

trapped 

Comments 

1 300 30 2 60 

Access limited by steep 

banks and deep 

sediment 

2 3 3 1 100 
Ephemeral pool – dry 

later in season  

3 13 5 2 100 
Ephemeral pool – dry 

later in season 

4 15 0 - 0 No Access 

5 30 8 2 60 

Access restricted by 

deep mud on North bank  

of pond 

6 - 0 - 0 No Access 

 

Table 3: Bottle Trap Survey Effort, 2012 

Timing 

6.4 Torch lit surveys, bottle trapping and egg searches were employed 

during the peak period of breeding activity (April – May). Surveys 

were carried out on the following dates, using the following methods, 

as shown in Table 4: 

Survey Dates Torch lit Counts Bottle Trapping 
Egg /Spawn 

Searches 

15th / 16th May 

2012 
√ √ √ 

17th / 18th May 

2012 
√ √ √ 

24th /25th May 

2012 
√ √ √ 

7th / 8th June  

2012 
√ √ √ 

 

Table 4: Summary of Field Survey Techniques, 2012 

Weather Conditions 

6.5   Weather conditions on the nights of survey were reasonable, with 

no appreciable rain or wind affecting survey. Temperatures ranged 
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from 5 °C to 12 °C at midnight and at the end of surveys.  

 

Personnel  

6.6   Torch lit surveying of known great crested newt ponds, catching 

great crested newts in bottle traps, disturbing refugia and egg 

searches are all licensed activities. Torch lit, bottle trap and egg 

searching were conducted under Natural England Class Survey Licence 

(CLS) by Mr P. Bonney (CLS00501), Mrs J Shaw (CLS00501) and Mr S. 

Booth (CLS00495). For health and safety reasons assistants were 

employed.  

 

Limitations of Survey  

6.7  It is often the case that sites cannot be surveyed using all 

available techniques to full effect, as there are frequent restrictions 

such as season, weather and access, which limit survey intensity. In this 

case restriction limitations applied to a number of ponds, firstly, access 

not granted for Pond 4 and Pond 6, deep sediment and steep banks 

restricting access at Pond 2. It is felt that the limited access to these 

ponds did not affect the survey results or the effectiveness of the 

survey.  

 

Amphibian Survey Results  

6.8   No evidence of great crested newt was discovered at this site, 

using all the methods described above. Palmate newt, common toad 

and common frog were recorded by bottle trapping and torch lit 

survey.  

 

Torch Lit Survey Results  

6.9   Ponds 4, 6, were not subject to survey and have been excluded 

from the following results table. Results of the torch lit surveys are 

detailed in Table 5.  
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Pond 

No 
Date Tc Lv Lh Bb Rt Other 

1 15/5/12 - 
- - - - 

fish 

1 17/5/12 
- - - - - 

fish 

1 24/5/12 
- - - - 1 

fish 

1 7/6/12 
- - - - - 

fish 

2 15/5/12 
- - - - - 

- 

2 17/5/12 
- - - - - 

- 

2 24/5/12 
- - - - - 

Pond dry 

2 7/6/12 
- - - - - 

- 

3 15/5/12 
- - 

2m 6f 
- - 

- 

3 17/5/12 
- - 

- 
- - 

Pond dry 

3 24/5/12 
- - 

- 
- - 

Pond dry 

3 7/6/12 
- - 

- 
- - 

- 

5 15/5/12 
- - 

- 
- - 

- 

5 17/5/12 
- - 

2m 2f 
- - 

- 

5 24/5/12 
- - 

9m 6f 3l 
- - 

- 

5 7/6/12 
- - 

1m 2f 
- - 

- 

Tc Great Crested Newt – Lv Smooth Newt – Lh Palmate Newt – M Male – F Female 

– Bb Common Toad – Rt Common Frog – S Spawn -Tp Tadpole – Newt Larva 

Table 5: Torch Lit Survey Results, 2012  

 

Bottle Trap Survey Results 

6.10 Ponds 1, 5, 7 and 8 were not subject to survey and have been 

excluded from the following results table. Results of the bottle trap 

survey are summarised in Table 6. 
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Pond 

No 
Date 

Tc                 

M 

Tc        

F 
Total Lv Lh Other 

1 15/5/12 - 
- 

0 - 2m 1f - 

1 17/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- Fish 

1 24/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- 
Rb Bb 

Tp Fish 

1 7/6/12 
- - 0 - 

1m Fish 

2 15/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- - 

2 17/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- - 

2 24/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- 
Pond 

dry 

2 7/6/12 
- - 0 - 

- - 

3 15/5/12 
- - 0 - 

7m 2f - 

3 17/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- 
Pond 

dry 

3 24/5/12 
- - 0 - 

- 
Pond 

dry 

3 7/6/12 
- - 0 - 

8m 1f - 

5 15/5/12 
- - 0 - 

1m - 

5 17/5/12 
- - 0 - 

2m 8f - 

5 24/5/12 
- - 0 - 

11m 7f - 

5 7/6/12 
- - 0 - 

1f - 

Note: Tc = great crested newt; Lv = smooth newt; Lh = palmate newt; m = male; f = 

female; Rt = common frog; Bb = common toad; S = spawn; Tp = Rt/Bb tadpole; L = 

newt larva 

Table 6: Bottle Trap Survey Results, 2012 

Egg Search Survey Results 

6.11   No great crested newt eggs were found in any of the ponds. No 

smooth and palmate newt eggs were found in the ponds.  

Results Summary  

6.12   Results of the 2012 surveys are summarised in Table 7.  
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Pond Tc Lv Lh Bb Rt Identifying method 

1 - - √ √ √ Torch lit and bottle trapping 

2 - - - - - Torch lit and bottle trapping 

3 - - √ - - Torch lit and bottle trapping 

5 - - √ - - Torch lit and bottle trapping 

Note: Tc = great crested newt; Lv = smooth newt; Lh = palmate newt; Bb = common 

toad; Rt = common frog 

Table 7: Presence/Absence of Amphibians, 2012  
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7.0   Evaluation  

7.1   The amphibian survey of 2012 found palmate newt, common frog 

and common toad to be present in ponds located within 250 metres of 

the site. The methods used strictly followed the methods stated within 

this report, which adhere to the survey techniques recommended by 

Natural England.  

 

Terrestrial Habitats  

7.2   Terrestrial habitat quality within the wider survey area is 

considered to be suitable to support amphibian species. The main 

habitats within the wider survey area are semi- natural woodland, 

plantation woodland, scattered trees, tussocky grassland, marshy 

grassland, scrub and tall ruderal.  

7.3   Terrestrial habitat quality within the site is considered to be 

suitable to support amphibian species. The main habitats within the site 

are, scrub, scattered trees, tussocky grassland, tall ruderal, dry swamp, 

and marshy grassland.  

Aquatic Habitats  

7.4   The aquatic habitats within the wider survey area and the site 

are considered to provide varying levels of aquatic habitat to support 

amphibian species.  

 

Amphibian Survey Summary  

7.5   No evidence of great crested news was discovered within the 

survey area (250 metres), using any of the methods described above. 

The amphibian survey methods strictly followed the methods stated 

within this report, which adhere to Natural England’s recommended 

survey techniques.  

7.6   The amphibian survey found palmate newt, common frog and 

common toad to be present at this site.  

7.7   Using Natural England’s population size class assessment, the 

population of smooth and palmate newts found can be classified by 

the following:  

• “Small” “Low” for maximum counts up to 10.  

• “Medium” “Good” for maximum counts 

between 11 and 100.  

• “Large” “Exceptional” for maximum counts over 

100.  
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7.8   Using this approach, palmate newt populations at this site can be 

classed as being between small and medium in size.  

7.9   The 2012 surveys were specifically designed to identify presence 

of great crested newt and were undertaken during the peak newt 

breeding season. Common toad and common frog breeding season is 

much earlier in the year and a population assessment cannot be 

accurately derived based upon the presence of tadpoles only.  

7.10  However in the surveyor’s experience, it is considered likely that 

higher numbers of common toad tadpoles would have been found 

during the surveys, if a large population of common toad utilised Pond 

2 as a breeding site. Pond 2 is considered suitable for breeding 

common toad albeit its suitability is reduced due to the presence of fish 

and lack of vegetation for tadpoles to take cover. It is speculated that 

the population of common toad onsite is likely to be medium to small in 

size.  
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8.0  Implications & Recommendations  

8.1   No evidence of great crested newt was discovered at this site 

using any of the survey methods described above. Therefore, there are 

no apparent implications with regards to great crested newts and 

development on this site. 

8.2   The amphibian survey identified, that palmate newt, common frog 

and common toad are present within 250m of the development site.  

8.3   Common toad is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species 

and Species of Principle Importance in England (Section 41 of the 

Natural Environmental and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC)).  

8.4   Amphibian numbers are believed to have declined in Britain over 

recent years. Any water body, which regularly contains good 

populations of amphibians should be protected.  

8.5   Taking into account the presence of common toad and other 

amphibian species, as best practice and to adhere to current Planning 

Policy, mitigation measures shall be required as Pond 2 is being 

affected by the proposed development.  

8.6   It is recommended that the development is designed to maintain 

linkages to the wider survey area. The design of the development shall 

include the following:-  

• Maintain linkages between ponds to the north 

and south of the site;  

• The creation of two ponds for the loss of Pond 

2 (one pond to be located locally ideally to 

the south of the site with the landowners 

consent, the second in the  local area;  

• Pond designs shall follow recommendations 

within the macro aquatic invertebrate survey 

report completed by Ecology Services Ltd, 

dated June 2012.  

• Completing works avoiding the amphibian 

breeding seasons;  

• Safe removal of fish stocks following best 

practice;  

• Down draining of the pond in an approved 

manor.  

Please note: the list above is not exhaustive. 
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8.7   Mitigation measures should be design by an experienced 

ecologist to ensure that the development works do not result in a net 

loss of biodiversity at the site and ideally there is a net gain. The 

mitigation measures should be designed and implemented under the 

supervision of a suitably experienced person.  

8.8   It is advised that permission to infill pond 2 will be required from 

the Local Planning Authority and the Environment Agency.  

8.9   In the unlikely event that a great crested newt is discovered on 

site, at any time during the development works, all works must cease 

immediately and either Natural England or the acting Ecologist should 

be contacted for advice.  

8.10   Please note that the 2012 survey was designed upon the 

information provided, to survey all water bodies within 250 metres of 

the development. If the development area is altered or working areas 

are located to the outer edge of the survey area, additional survey 

works may be required to extended survey area as appropriate.  
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