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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Arbconsultants Limited was commissioned by Solomon Commercials 

Ltd in May 2012 to carry out an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey for 

the proposed development at Land off Kingsway, Holcombe Road, 

Helmshore; National Grid Reference (NGR) 377716, 422257. 

1.2 The survey is required to assess the ecological value of the area of 

land being used for the development and of wildlife habitat bordering 

this development area. 

1.3 The proposed development is for an additional area of hard 

standing adjacent to the existing secure compound. 

1.4 To conduct an ecological assessment at this site, the aims of the 

survey were to: 

• Undertake a Walkover Survey of land up to 250m of the 

development site to confirm the presence of previously identified water 

bodies. 

• Where land access is not available, undertake a Data Base 

Assessment (DBA) using existing maps of the area up to 250m of the 

development site. 

• Undertake an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the development 

site and up to 30m from the development site. 

• Identify any further detailed survey requirements. 

1.5 The site’s ecological values will be assessed in context with current 

UK planning and legislative policy, including: 

• Statutory Protected Species 

• UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species 

• Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species 

• Statutory Protected Sites 

• Non-Statutory Protected Sites or Species of Conservation Concern 

1.6 This report states the survey methodology, presents the results of 

the survey, evaluates the findings, assesses the impacts and makes 

recommendations concerning the protection of existing ecological 

features within and bordering the development site. Further surveys 

will be recommended, where required. 
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1.7 A brief summary of the ecological planning and legislative context 

generally applying to England is provided within Appendix 1, but 

specific advice is provided in the main body of the report. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

Desktop Study 

2.1 Ecological data and historic records of protected species and sites 

was collated from the following sources; listed in Table 1. 

Table 1: Desktop Study Results and Record Centres Consulted 

Source of information Information supplied 

Natural England Nature on the map to identify 

European Protected Sites (Natura 

2000), UK designated sites such as 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) and UK BAP Priority Habitats 

within 1km of the site 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan Identification of UK priority species 

and habitats known to occur in the 

region. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan Identification of national priority 

species and habitats known to occur 

in the region. 

Multi Agency Geographical 

Information Centre 

www.magic.gov.uk 

To identify protected sites or features 

of interest within 1km of the site 

Mario Map To view aerial photographs of the 

site and the surrounding area to 

check for pond locations and features 

of interest. 

. 

2.2 The aim of the desktop study was to assist the surveyor 

undertaking the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey by providing 

background information on the likely habitats and species that occur 

within the local area. 

Walkover Survey and Data Base Assessment 

2.3 The Walkover Survey involves an ecologist walking over land up 

to 250m from the development site to identify any features of 

ecological interest, for example; a pond that may support amphibian 

species such as great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) or common toad 

(Bufo bufo). This survey checked the presence or absence of water 

bodies previously identified in February 2011. 
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2.4 Where access is not available a Data Base Assessment (DBA) is 

undertaken using existing maps of the area (up to 250m of the 

development site) to identify any features of ecological interest. 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

2.5 Habitats were assessed by using Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

techniques, which is a system for environmental audit widely used 

within the environmental consultancy field. 

2.6 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey followed Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey Methodology (JNCC, 2010). This involves walking over the site, 

mapping and target noting any semi-natural habitats. The survey area 

includes the footprint of the proposed development and up to 30 

metres from the development site. 

2.7 A habitat map will be prepared to show the locations and extent 

of habitats and detailed descriptions of the principal and important 

plant communities will be provided as Target Notes. 

2.8 Plant species abundances were recorded within the target notes, 

using DAFOR ratings, as Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional or 

Rare (Rare in the sense of having a very low abundance). Species 

recorded as Locally Abundant are abundant only in certain parts of 

the target noted habitat, rather than being abundant throughout. The 

ratings have no precise definition and are affected by plant size and 

season of survey however they have been shown to correlate with 

more quantitative measures. 

2.9 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey is a modified approach to 

the Phase 1 Habitat Survey, extended for use in environmental 

assessment (Institute of Environmental Assessment, 1995). The survey 

will record any signs of protected species or other valuable ecological 

components of the site. 

2.10 The locations of any invasive species listed under Schedule 9 of 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 were also mapped. 

Timing 

2.11 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was undertaken on 

Monday the 18th of June 2012 which is an optimal time of year to 

undertake such a survey. 

Weather Conditions 

2.12 Weather conditions during the survey were reasonable, with 

some rain. 
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Personnel 

2.13 All survey works were carried out by Senior Ecologist Mrs. S 

O’Neill BA (Hons). 

Constraints 

2.14 Surveys only provide a snapshot of habitats and species that are 

there at that time. 

Further surveys at additional times of the year may find additional 

species. 

The surveys were based on the information provided. 
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3.0 SURVEY RESULTS 

Desktop Study Protected Sites 

3.1 A previous desktop study was completed at the site in February 

2011, the full details of which can be found in Appendix 1 Land off 

Kinsgway, Holcombe Road, Helmshore, Extended Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey Report, February 2011,  

3.2 In brief the previous desktop study identified 1 record of a 

protected site within 1 kilometre of the proposed development. This 

was:  

• Haslingden Grane, Valley and Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site 

(BHS) 

European Protected Species 

3.3 Desktop searches revealed no records of European protected 

species, within 1km of the proposed development. 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) & Priority Habitats 

3.4 The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists priority habitats 

which might potentially be located within the site, based upon the 

information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1. Habitats are 

listed below: 

• Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

• Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land 

• Pond 

• Fen, marsh and swamp 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) & Priority Species 

3.5 The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists priority species 

which might potentially use the site, based upon information gathered 

from the sources listed in Table 1. Species are listed below: 

• Mammals – bats*, water vole* & hedgehog. 

• Birds – herring gull, skylark, song thrush, reed bunting, bullfinch, tree 

sparrow, dunnock & linnet. 

• Amphibians – great crested newt* & common toad. 

• Reptiles – adder*, common lizard & grass snake 

• Fish – common eel 
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NB: Those listed with an asterisk (*) are also statutorily protected. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

3.6 Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) lists key local species/habitats 

considered to be rare or declining in the area. Some may be of 

national concern, while others may only be locally rare. Some are 

statutorily protected, although the great majorityare not. 

3.7 While local BAP documents have no legal status, the Local Planning 

Authority and Natural England will expect account to be taken of these 

species/habitats in the overall layout and landscape strategy for the 

development. 

3.8 The species of local concern which might potentially use the site, 

based upon information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1 

are as follows: 

• Mammals – bats* & water vole* 

• Birds –skylark, song thrush, farmland birds such as reed bunting & 

tree sparrow & linnet 

• Amphibians – great crested newt* 

NB: Those listed with an asterisk (*) are statutorily protected Species of 

biodiversity significance on the Lancashire Long List have been reviewed 

but are generally covered under an associated Habitat Action Plan. 

3.9 Habitats listed within Local BAP which the site may be classified 

under are as follows: 

• Broad-leaved and mixed woodland 

3.10 Based on information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1 

and the surveyor’s knowledge, the following species were taken into 

account when the site assessment was carried out: 

• Great crested newt, common toad & common frog 

• Badger 

• Bats (all species) 

• Water vole 

• Birds 

• Reptiles 

• Fish – common eel 
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Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

3.11 An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the site was undertaken 

during June 2012.Descriptions of the principle habitats are provided 

below and are illustrated on Drawing 1. In brief the site contained the 

following habitats. 

3.12 The footprint of the development site, which includes all habitats 

affected by the development works, consists of: 

• Scrub (Dense/continuous or Scattered) 

• Scattered Trees 

• Neutral Grassland Semi-improved 

• Neutral Grassland Semi-improved (Species poor) 

• Tall Ruderal 

• Swamp 

• Standing Water 

• Running Water 

• Introduced Shrub 

3.13 The wider survey area, includes habitats within 30m of the 

development site and features of ecological interest located up to 

250m from the development site, which contains: 

• Woodland Broad-leaved (Semi-natural & Plantation) 

• Scrub (Dense/continuous or Scattered) 

• Scattered Trees 

• Neutral Grassland Semi-improved 

• Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

• Tall Ruderal 

• Swamp 

• Standing Water 

• Running Water 

• Introduced Shrub 

• Boundaries (Hedgerows/Fencing/Walls) 

• Bare Ground 
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3.14 Descriptions of the principle habitats types that are to be 

impacted by the development found within the Extended Phase 1 

Habitat Survey are reviewed within the following sections. This will also 

cover habitats that may support protected species. Features of 

ecological interest located within the wider survey area that are 

affected by the development works are also described. Features 

separated from the site that are unaffected by the development have 

been omitted. 

3.15 Target Notes have been provided for all semi-natural habitats 

that are deemed either ecologically important or have the potential to 

support protected species; see Appendix 2 for Target Notes. 

Woodland Broad-leaved Plantation 

3.16 Located within the 30metre buffer is an area of broad-leaved 

plantation woodland that is dominated by common alder (Alnus 

glutinosa. Dense bramble (Rubus fruticosus) scrub is present within some 

areas. 

3.17 Ground flora species are sparse and include; abundant creeping 

bent (Agrostis stolonifera), frequent moss sp, soft rush (Juncus effusus), 

cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata) and occasional common nettle (Urtica 

dioica), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), tufted hair-grass 

(Deschampsia cespitosa) and willowherb sp (Epilobium sp). 

Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered 

3.18 Scrub is relatively common habitat throughout the local vicinity 

and is found at several locations within the 30metre buffer and the 

site. Scrub species recorded include locally frequent bramble, goat 

willow (Salix caprea), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), silver birch 

(Betula pendula), common alder, common hawthorn (Crataegus 

monogyna) and common beech (Fagus sylvatica), blackthorn (Prunus 

spinosa), elm sp (Ulmus sp), oak sp (Quercus sp) and crack willow (Salix 

fragilis). 

Scattered Trees 

3.19 The site contains several scattered trees which are mainly semi-

mature to young in age, species include; goat willow, grey willow 

(Salix cinerea), crack willow and sycamore. Within the 30metre buffer 

further scattered trees are present which also include Leylandii and 

conifer species. 

 

 



June 29, 2012 
[EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

] 

 
Neutral Grassland Semi-improved 

3.20 Semi-improved neutral grasslands were found within the 30metre 

buffer and the development site which were un-managed. Grass 

species present include; frequent rough stalked meadow-grass (Poa 

trivialis), red fescue (Festuca rubra) and common bent (Agrostis 

stolonifera) with locally frequent annual meadow-grass (Poa annua) 

and reed canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea). Frequent cock’s-foot, 

false oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), tufted hair-grass and Yorkshire 

fog (Holcus lanatus), occasional perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne) 

and rare sweet vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum). Tall ruderal 

species present includes; frequent rosebay willowherb (Chamerion 

angustifolium) and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) with locally 

frequent common nettle, meadowsweet (Filipendula /ulmaria) and 

occasional great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) and broad-leaved 

dock (Rumex obtusifolius) and rare curled dock (Rumex crispus), 

common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) and spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare). 

Other associated species present include; frequent creeping buttercup, 

locally frequent tufted vetch (Vicia cracca), speedwell sp (Veronica sp), 

white clover (Trifolium repens), ragged robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi), 

horsetail sp (Equisetum sp), yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus), bush vetch 

(Vicia cracca) and bindweed sp (Convolvulus sp), with occasional 

common mouse-ear (Cerastium fontanum), meadow buttercup 

(Ranunculus acris), red clover (Trifolium pratense), dandelion agg. 

(Taraxacum officinale) cleavers (Galium aparine), moss sp, cuckooflower 

(Cardamine pratensis) and rare herb- Robert (Geranium robertianum), 

fern species, greater plantain (Plantago major), meadow vetchling 

(Lathyrus pratensis) and foxglove (Digitalis purpurea). 

Poor Semi-improved grassland 

3.21 Poor semi-improved grasslands were identified within the 

development site and the 30metre buffer. Grass species present 

include frequent Italian rye-grass (Lolium multiflorum), red fescue, 

Yorkshire fog, perennial rye-grass, annual meadow-grass with locally 

frequent crested dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus) and rare cock’s-foot. 

Other associated species include; frequent white clover, black medic 

(Medicago lupuina), greater plantain and creeping buttercup with 

occasional common mouse ear (Cerastium fontanum), prickly sow-thistle 

(Sonchus asper), soft rush, daisy (Bellis perennis) and common vetch 

(Vicia sativa) with rare broad-leaved dock, meadow buttercup, long-

stalked crane’s-bill (Geranium columbinum), spear thistle, coltsfoot 

(Tussilafo farfara), common ragwort, curled dock and creeping thistle. 
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Tall Ruderal 

3.22 Areas of tall ruderal are located within the 30metre buffer and 

the development site species include; frequent rosebay willowherb, 

common nettle, creeping thistle, great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), 

broad-leaved dock, locally frequent meadowsweet and rare curled 

dock, spear thistle and rare common ragwort. Areas of tall ruderal 

add to the diversity of habitat types within the survey area. 

Swamp 

3.23 There are small areas of wet and dry swamp within the 30metre 

buffer and the development site. Species present include; abundant 

common reedmace (Typha latifolia) and locally frequent reed canary-

grass (Phalaris arundinaceae). Other species present include locally 

frequent brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), with occasional soft rush, 

hard rush (Juncus inflexus), yellow flag iris, great willowherb and marsh 

marigold (Caltha palustris). 

Standing Water 

3.24 Standing water was found within the development site, the 

30metre buffer and the wider survey area within 250m of the site, as 

described fully within the Target Notes in Appendix 2. 

3.25 The standing water within the site is undulating in shape, with a 

perimeter of approximately 300m and a water depth over 3m. The 

base comprises of sediment and is over 3metres in depth. Water 

quality is clear around the margins and turbid to the centre. The base 

of the pond comprises of sediment. The water body is considered 

suitable to support a number of amphibian and aquatic invertebrates 

as well as a number of fish species. 

3.26 Standing water within the wider survey area (up to 250metres) 

comprises of ephemeral pools and small to medium sized waterbodies. 

This part of Lancashire supports a high density of ponds and these 

provide important habitats features generally increasing flora 

diversity, see Dwg 1 Extended Phase 1 Habitat Plan for pond 

locations. 

Running Water 

3.27 An un-named drainage ditch was located within the development 

site and the 30metre buffer. The ditch forms part of the drainage that 

maintains water levels at pond 1 and is a slow flowing ditch that feeds 

into standing water at TN16. The ditch width is between 0.5 and 

1.5metres, with a depth of <0.5metres. The base comprises of stone 

and sediment and the water quality was clear at the time of survey. 



June 29, 2012 
[EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

] 

 
Banks range in angle between 40 degrees to the west and 60 degrees 

to the east. The ditch is heavily shaded to the northern area and 

bankside vegetation is scarce. Species present include; frequent soft 

rush, occasional bramble, creeping buttercup, moss sp and tufted hair-

grass with rare reed canary-grass and foxglove (Digitalis purpurea). 

Evidence of erosion is present on the eastern boundary and an outfall 

pipe is present on the western boundary.  

3.28 The following section evaluates habitats and their suitability to 

support species that are affected by the proposed development works. 

Introduced Shrub 

3.29 Introduced shrub is present at a number of locations both within 

the site and the 30metre buffer. Species of which include; locally 

abundant Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and locally frequent 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera). Both of these species are 

undesirable non-native invasive species. 

3.30 The following section evaluates habitats and their suitability to 

support species that are affected by the proposed development works. 
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4.0 EVALUATION 

Habitat Evaluation 

Protected Sites & Priority Habitats 

4.1 A previous desktop study found one protected site and habitat 

located within 1kilometre of the proposed development, Haslingden 

Grane, Valley and Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site (BHS). The 

development is considered to not directly or indirectly impact upon this 

protected site or habitat. 

Woodland Broad-leaved Plantation 

4.2 The UK BAP identifies nine types of woodland as ‘Priority 

Habitats’. Included amongst these are ‘upland oak woodland’, ‘upland 

mixed ash woodland’ and ‘wet woodland’. All three of these 

woodlands occur in Lancashire, but are often in intimate mixes with 

each other and other woodland types. Woodlands existing since 

before 1600AD that mainly comprise of native species are classified 

as Ancient Semi-Natural Woodlands (ASNW). ASNW is important in 

conservation terms because of their richness of flora and fauna 

communities that have developed over centuries. 

4.3 The woodlands within the 30metre buffer and the development site 

are considered not to fall into the UK or Local BAP categories. 

4.4 Generally woodland areas are considered to have a high 

conservation value for their flora and fauna species they support and 

form important features within the landscape. Fauna species may 

include breeding birds, badger, amphibians, roosting bats and other 

invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting woodland areas may 

need to take into account the above listed species prior to works. 

Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered 

4.5 Scrub is present in both dense and scattered form throughout the 

development site and the 30metre buffer. Scrub habitats can be 

valuable for birds (breeding and foraging), invertebrates and 

foraging bats, including small mammals and /amphibians (foraging 

and hibernating). Overall it is considered the loss of small areas of 

scrub to development is negligible. 

Scattered Trees 

4.6 Scattered trees are located within the development site and the 

30metre buffer. Scattered trees are important features within the 

landscape. Trees support a wide range of terrestrial invertebrates 

which in turn support foraging bats and birds. They are also important 
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for breeding birds and can provide suitable bat roost habitat if they 

contain crevices. 

Neutral Grassland Semi-improved & Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

4.7 Species rich neutral grassland is a Lancashire BAP habitat. The 

semi-improved grassland areas and poor semi-improved grassland 

areas are not thought to fall into the Lancashire BAP species rich 

grassland habitat categories. This habitat can provide value for 

farmland birds, mammal species such as brown hare and other small 

mammals including foraging bats. 

4.8 By their very nature, very few of the poor semi-improved 

grasslands have any noteworthy plant diversity. However, these 

habitats can help to sustain populations of farmland birds, the 

grasslands also provide cover and foraging for hares and other 

species. 

Tall Ruderal & Swamp 

4.9 Habitats such as tall ruderal and swamp communities are present 

throughout the 30 metre buffer and the development site. These 

increase the diversity of habitats within the locality and form part of a 

mosaic habitat in conjunction with the adjacent grassland, scrub and 

tall ruderal. Fen, marsh and swamp is a UK BAP Priority Habitat, 

although Typha latifolia swamp is not included in this category. Areas 

of swamp and smaller areas of tall ruderal will be lost to the 

proposed development and compensation for this loss could be 

provided. 

4.10 Although these habitats comprise of relatively small areas they 

are linked to standing and running water and provide a more diverse 

range of habitats throughout the site. When associated with water 

bodies swamp communities can provide ideal habitat for species such 

as water vole and sedge warbler and reed warbler and reed bunting. 

Standing Water 

4.11 Natural or man-made, ponds, lakes, reservoirs and canals are UK 

Broad Habitats ‘Standing water and Canals’ as they can create 

ecological hotspots within the wider countryside. Several BAP species 

are intimately associated with them (e.g.water vole). In July 2008 a 

new UK Pond Habitat Action Plan (PondHAP) was introduced, which 

aims to identify ‘Priority ponds’ as part of the Million Ponds Project, led 

by Pond Conservation. Not all ponds will fall under the criteria and it is 

estimated that around 40% of all UK ponds will meet this. 



June 29, 2012 
[EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

] 

 
4.12 The wider survey area contains several areas of standing water 

which will not be directly affected by development. However they may 

provide suitable habitat to support a number of protected species such 

as common toad and water vole. 

4.13 A further detailed aquatic macro-invertebrate survey has been 

completed of Pond 1 during May/June 2012. In brief, the survey 

identified that low numbers of invertebrates were present within the 

pond primarily due to the presence of fish, but may also be as a result 

from the recent loss of adjacent grassland habitats and a subsequent 

increase in nutrients within the water body. 

4.24 Great crested newts and the habitat they use for protection and 

shelter are protected under Conservation of Habitats & Species 

Regulations 2010 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). 

4.25 Common toad is a species of Principle Importance and a material 

consideration for planning. 

4.26 Further detailed amphibian surveys of the waterbodies located 

within the site and the wider survey area (up to 250metres) have been 

completed during the 2012 survey season. In brief, the amphibian 

surveys identified the presence of palmate newt (Lissotriton helveticus), 

common frog (Rana temporaria) and common toad (Bufo bufo) to be 

present in ponds located within the survey area. 

4.27 Full survey results from the 2012 amphibian surveys may be 

found within the Amphibian Survey Report dated June 2012. 

Badger 

4.28 The desktop study found no records of badger (Meles meles) 

within 1km of the development site. 

4.29 The 30metre buffer and the wider survey area site contain 

habitats suitable to support badger. 

4.30 Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of 

Badgers Act (1992). Sett interference includes: disturbing badgers 

whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as destroying a sett or 

obstructing it. 

4.31 A guideline distance of 30m from any active sett provides an 

indication of the potential for disturbance to badgers. No badger setts 

were found within 30m of the proposed development site. Therefore 

potential for disturbance to setts by development does not exist. No 

badger pathways or any other signs were observed throughout the 

survey area. 
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Bats 

4.32 The desktop study found no records of bats within 1km of the 

development site. 

4.33 The wider survey area contains buildings, scattered trees and 

woodland that could be considered to be suitable for roosting bats. 

4.34 Linear features within the wider landscape such as hedgerows 

and associated waterbodies (including running and standing water) 

are likely to be those associated with greatest bat activity and 

disturbance should be minimised where possible. 

4.35 Habitats within the local area are considered ideal for foraging 

bats and it is highly likely that bats are present in the survey area. 

4.36 The development site contains a small number of trees that 

contain low potential as bat roost habitat. In general the trees present 

within the development site are young in age and do not contain the 

features that would provide suitable bat roosting habitat. A small 

number of willow species contain small cracks that with time may 

provide suitable roosting habitat, but currently do not recede to any 

depth considered suitable to be used by roosting bats. Foraging 

habitats take the form of woodland edges, scrub, scattered trees and 

over waterbodies. 

4.37 All British bats and their roosts are afforded protection under the 

Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 and the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). They are listed under Annex 

IV of the Habitats Directive as in need of protection. The trees affected 

by development require further detailed surveys to determine their 

potential as bat roost habitat before a full evaluation can be made.  

Birds 

4.38 The 30 metre buffer provides a range of habitats suitable for 

birds such as plantation woodland, scattered trees, dense and 

scattered scrub and swamp habitats. 

4.39 The development site provides a range of habitats suitable for 

birds such as standing water, grassland, scattered trees, scrub and 

swamp areas 

4.40 The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, states that all 

wild birds are protected. Under the WCA, it is an offence to kill, injure 

or take any wild bird, to take damage or destroy the nest of any wild 

bird, or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. It is good practice 

to carry out any works outside the breeding season (March to August 
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inclusive) that might affect nests of those species and result in an 

offence being committed. 

Reptiles 

4.41 The desktop study found previous records of adder within 

Haslingden Grane, Valley and Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site 

(BHS) within 1km of the development site. 

4.42 Habitats within the site are considered suitable to support the 

more common reptile species such as common lizard (Zootoca vivipara) 

and grass snake (Natrix natrix). These suitable habitat areas are 

present to the east and south of pond 1 and to the north-west of the 

site where habitat structure is suitable. 

4.43 Common reptiles receive some degree of protection through the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and they are 

protected against killing or injuring. The habitats for these widespread 

species are not protected.. No specific licence is required. It is not an 

offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to possess these 

animals. 

4.44 Areas of habitats are present that are considered suitable for 

reptiles and these are to be affected by the development works. 

4.45 Further detailed reptile surveys of development site have been 

completed during the 2012 survey season. In brief, the reptile surveys 

did not identify the presence of any reptile species. The presence of 

common frog and common toad were recorded during these surveys. 

4.46 Full survey results from the 2012 reptile surveys may be found 

within the Reptile Survey Report dated June 2012. 

Water vole 

4.47 The desktop study found no records of water vole (Arvicola 

amphibius) within 1km of the development site. 

4.48 Habitats within the wider survey area are present that could 

support water vole (Arvicola amphibius). The wider survey area 

contains several drainage ditches but most of these are heavily shaded 

with a shallow water depth and area considered to contain low 

potential to support water voles. 

4.49 There are habitats located immediately adjacent to the 

development site that could be considered suitable to support water 

vole and may  be affected by the proposed development. 
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4.50 Water voles are one of the priority species identified in the UK 

Biodiversity Plans. Since 1998 the water vole has received legal 

protection through being added to Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of Section 9 (4). The 

water vole has recently gained additional protection through the 

amendment of Schedule 5 by Statutory Instrument 2008 No. 431. The 

water vole and its habitat now receive full protection. 

4.51 Further detailed water vole surveys of Pond 1 and inflow ditch 

and outflow have been completed during the 2012 survey season. In 

brief, the water vole surveys did not identify the presence of water 

vole within or adjacent to the site. 

4.52 Full survey results from the 2012 water vole surveys may be 

found within the Additional Protected Species Survey Report (Water 

Vole) dated June 2012. 

Invasive Species Evaluation 

Japanese knotweed 

4.53 Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is present at a number of 

locations within the 30metre buffer along the eastern and north-

eastern boundary. To prevent the spread of this species due to 

development, it is recommended that a method statement is agreed 

prior to works being undertaken and implemented throughout the 

development. 

4.54 This species is listed on Schedule 9 of The Wildlife & Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). It is an offence to “plant or otherwise cause 

this species to grow in the wild”. This includes spreading the species or 

transferring polluted ground material from one area to another. Any 

waste containing this species is classed as controlled waste under the 

Environmental Protection Act (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991, which 

requires all producers, carriers and disposers of waste to follow a 

code of practise and keep records. 

Himalayan balsam 

4.55 Himalayan balsam was located on the periphery of the 

development site and within the 30metre buffer to the north, east and 

south east of the site. To prevent the spread of this species due to 

development, it is recommended that a method statement is agreed 

prior to works being undertaken and implemented throughout the 

development. 

4.56 This species is listed on Schedule 9 of The Wildlife & Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). It is an offence to “plant or otherwise cause 
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this species to grow in the wild”. This includes spreading the species or 

transferring polluted ground material from one area to another. Any 

waste containing this species is classed as controlled waste under the 

Environmental Protection Act (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991, which 

requires all producers, carriers and disposers of waste to follow a 

code of practise and keep records. 
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5.0 IMPACTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

Habitats Impacts and Recommendations 

Habitat Overview 

5.1 Overall, the development site contains areas of medium ecological 

value mainly consisting of standing water, swamp areas and neutral 

semi-improved grassland with smaller areas of poor semi-improved 

grassland, tall ruderal, scattered trees and dense and scattered scrub. 

Assuming the adoption of appropriate working practices in 

combination with a suitable mitigation package, the overall potential 

for medium and long-term negative ecological impact may be 

reduced. 

5.2 The overall medium ecological value of the above sectors, have 

been collated in the accompanying target notes and it is recommended 

that the below points are acted upon accordingly. 

5.3 In terms of habitats of ecological value, within the development 

site, these are standing water (Pond 1), dense scrub and scattered 

trees. These habitats are located within the development site and will 

be affected by the development. 

5.4 It is best practice to avoid and minimise disturbance to habitats of 

ecological interest and although there are no legal requirements upon 

UK and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats, the planning authority 

has to take into consideration loss of overall biodiversity to 

development. 

5.5 The following sections briefly evaluate each habitat, provide 

advice upon each habitat and the species it is considered suitable to 

support. Full working method statements may need to be agreed to 

ensure that the minimum of disruption is caused to important habitats 

and species. 

Woodland Broad-leaved Plantation 

5.6 It is recommended that all development works near to woodland 

takes great care to avoid impact or to ensure the absolute minimum of 

disturbance. The woodland noted at TN15 provides a feature linking 

to other wildlife habitats within the local area. Ideally this woodland 

should be retained and protected during the development works. 

5.7 The full extent of the works is currently unknown as final plans have 

not been agreed. However, any works near to this habitat should be 

carried out with adequate provision for root protection. 
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5.8 It is understood that the works will be sufficiently distant to the 

wood but if any works are to be considered within the woodland then 

the Local Planning authority should be consulted with regard to 

statutory regulations. 

5.9 Fauna species may include breeding birds, badgers, amphibians, 

roosting bats and invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting 

woodland areas may need to take into account the above listed 

species prior to works. 

Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered 

5.10 Scrub areas are relatively common throughout the survey area. 

This can be a valuable wildlife habitat, particularly for breeding birds. 

It is recommended that scrub is retained where possible. 

5.11 If scrub cannot be retained then scrub should be compensated for 

within a landscape design for the site. Scrub areas should be planted, 

using native species of local provenance. 

5.12 In general scrub habitats are suitable to support a number of 

species including breeding birds, foraging bats, amphibians and other 

invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting scrub areas may need 

to take into account the above listed species prior to works. 

Scattered Trees 

5.13 The full extent of the works is currently unknown as final plans 

have not been agreed. However, should the development work impact 

semi-mature and young trees within and immediately adjacent to the 

site, the following points need to be taken into consideration. 

• Impacts to trees should be minimised where possible and trees to be 

retained will require adequate provision for root protection prior to 

any works. 

• There is a loss of scattered trees to development and mitigation 

works should be undertaken to replace trees on a minimum like for like 

basis to ensure that there is no net loss of biodiversity at the site. Tree 

species should be native and of local provenance. 

• Any trees that are affected by development should be checked prior 

to any works, to see if they fall under any Tree Preservation Order’s 

(TPO). 

5.14 Consideration for tree dwelling species such as breeding birds 

and foraging bats may also need to be taken into consideration if 

trees are impacted by the proposed development. 
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Neutral Grassland Semi-improved 

5.15 Neutral semi-improved grassland is relatively species poor, but in 

conjunction with the tall ruderal, scrub and dry swamp habitats they 

form a mosaic of habitats that overall contain medium ecological 

value, which may be lost to the development. 

5.16 The full extent of the works is currently unknown as final plans 

have not been agreed. However, should there be a loss of grassland 

to development, a bund between the proposed development and the 

western habitats could be created that is re-instated as species rich 

grassland, using native species of local provenance. Grassland 

creation should aim to meet UK and Local BAP targets. 

5.17 Furthermore, adjacent poor semi-improved grasslands should be 

over-seeded or plug planted using native species of local provenance 

to encourage these areas to develop into neutral semi-improved 

grassland. Seeds from the existing neutral semi-improved grassland 

could be gathered and used in these areas. 

5.18 In general semi-improved grassland habitats are suitable to 

support a number of species including breeding birds, foraging bats 

and other small mammals, amphibians and other invertebrates. It is 

advised that works affecting this area may need to take into account 

the above listed species prior to works. 

Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

5.19 Areas of the semi-improved grassland within the development site 

can be classified as poor and containing relatively low ecological 

value. These habitats do not require any particular conservation 

measures above and beyond adoption of good working practice to 

minimise overall impact. The loss of the small areas of poor semi-

improved grassland is considered to be negligible. 

5.20 However the proposed development should minimise, wherever 

possible, any adverse impacts upon habitats and working methods 

should be adopted using best practice measures. As described above, 

opportunities exist to enhance this grassland as part of any 

compensation scheme that might be required. 

Tall Ruderal & Swamp 

5.21 Where possible tall ruderal and swamp habitat should be 

retained as they add to the range of habitats currently present at the 

site. However, areas of swamp and smaller areas of tall ruderal within 

the development site may be lost to the proposed development and 

compensation for any loss should be provided. 
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5.22 These habitats should be included within the proposed two newly 

created ponds so that no overall loss of these habitats occurs. 

Standing Water 

5.23 The retention of ponds, ditches and associated habitats is 

important and Local Planning Authorities are obliged by the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to maximise opportunities for 

development within areas of biodiversity and geological features as 

part of good design. 

5.24 The proposed development will result in the loss of Pond 1 and 

further surveys have been completed in the form of amphibian and 

aquatic macro-invertebrate surveys. It is recommended that the loss of 

Pond 1 should be mitigated for by providing two new ponds. 

5.25 The two newly created ponds should be different in terms of the 

depth of the water column. It is advised that one pond should be 

shallow and saucer shaped so that the pond warms up sooner in the 

spring, when deeper ponds remain cold and unattractive to many 

species. The pond should be ephemeral so that the potential 

introduction of fish is avoided. 

5.26 The second pond should be deeper, to support amphibians such 

as the common toad (UKBAP species), which prefer deeper ponds. 

5.27 All newly created ponds should not be denied any stage of 

succession and so natural colonisation of plant and invertebrate species 

is advised as opposed to any planting up or priming with water 

sourced locally. 

5.28 It is further recommended that at least one of the proposed new 

ponds shall be located close to the site, ensuring that suitable standing 

water remains locally. 

There may be an option that the second pond could be created a little 

further afield potentially via a commuted sum to a Wildlife 

Conservation group, with a condition that any funds cover the cost of 

the creation of a new pond and that the sum is given on the condition 

that it is utilised for the creation of a pond that meets the specific 

requirements to compensate for the loss of Pond 1. 

5.29 Approval from the Local Planning Authority and the Environment 

Agency will need to be sought and a Method Statement which includes 

appropriate working methods and mitigation procedures should be 

produced. The Method Statement should detail how the works will be 

completed.. 
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5.30 Any work on ponds should take full account of protected species 

such as amphibians, in particular common toad and aquatic macro-

invertebrates. And anyfish species present. 

Running Water 

5.31 The Client is advised that works in and adjacent to watercourses 

may need to take account of the Environment Agency North West 

Region Land Drainage Byelaws(1979) and the Salmon and Freshwater 

Fisheries Act (1975). 

5.32 The watercourse and associated riparian habitats are of high 

ecological value at a landscape level providing a wildlife corridor and 

provide suitable habitats for breeding birds, foraging bats and 

invertebrates, which may need to be taken into consideration. 

1) Retention or enhancement of naturalness is an important 

consideration and appropriate Environment Agency consents should be 

sought. 

2) The timing of the works will need to be discussed with the 

Environment Agency to ensure that there is no detrimental effect upon 

fisheries. 

3) Where alien invasive plants are encountered, appropriate 

management procedures will need to be implemented (see Invasive 

Plant Species Impacts & Recommendations section below). 

 Full survey results from the 2012 aquatic macro-invertebrate survey 

may be found within the Aquatic Macro Invertebrate Survey Report 

dated June 2012. 

Running Water 

Dry drainage ditches fall under the UK Broad Habitat of Boundaries 

and Linear features for their conservation value within the landscape. 

Drainage ditches are the ecological hotspots that form part of a 

network of corridors throughout the wider survey area. The, drainage 

ditch located within the development site will be affected by the 

proposed development. 

The botanical value of the ditches was generally low but they provide 

valuable diversity of habitats to the survey area. These habitats with 

their dense vegetation can provide habitat for a range of wildlife 

including invertebrates, breeding birds and small mammals, including 

water vole and foraging bats. 
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Other 

All wild plant species in Britain are protected from intentional 

uprooting by unauthorised persons. However, no plant species 

specifically protected under Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 were found on the site. 

Protected Species Evaluation 

As part of the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, surveyors also 

recorded any wildlife observed. Particular emphasis was placed upon 

sightings of protected species or species of conservation interest. Direct 

observations of the species were noted. Furthermore, sites/habitats 

with potential to support the species were also noted, even if direct 

signs of presence were not apparent. This was done in order to scope 

the potential for protected species being present so that the Client 

could be advised on the basis of a precautionary principle before 

undertaking works. 

Amphibians 

The desktop study found records of amphibian (common frog) within 

the local area. 

The wider survey area contains a diverse range of suitable terrestrial 

habitat that would provide ideal foraging and hibernation habitat. The 

wider survey area contains several ponds that may provide suitable 

breeding habitat for amphibians, including great crested newt and 

common toad. Suitable habitats within the wider survey area will not 

be affected by development works. 

The development site contains suitable terrestrial habitats that provide 

good refuge and hibernation habitat in the form of; dense vegetation, 

underground in small mammal holes, amongst tree roots, tussocky 

grassland, scrub and tall ruderal. 

Habitats present within the development site that are of lower value to 

amphibians includes; small areas of bare ground. 

The development site contains suitable aquatic habitats in the form of 

standing water that may provide suitable breeding habitat for 

amphibians, including great crested newt, common toad and common 

frog.  
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Impacts & Recommendations 

Amphibians 

5.33 No evidence of great crested newt was discovered at this site. 

Therefore, there are no apparent implications with regards to great 

crested newts and development at this site. 

5.34 Evidence of palmate newt, common frog and common toad were 

identified at the site and within the wider survey area. Taking into 

account the presence of common toad and other amphibian species, as 

best practice and to adhere to current Planning Policy, mitigation 

measures are required as Pond 1 is to be affected by the proposed 

development. 

5.35 As it is understood that pond 1 will be lost, it is recommended that 

the development is designed to maintain linkages to the wider survey 

area.. The design of the development shall include the following:- 

• Maintain linkages between ponds to the north and south of the site; 

• The creation of two ponds for the loss of Pond 1 (one pond to be 

located locally ideally to the south of the site with the landowners 

consent, the second in the local area; 

• Pond designs shall follow recommendations within the aquatic-macro 

invertebrate survey report dated June 2012. 

• Completing works avoiding the amphibian breeding season; 

• Safe removal of fish stocks following best practice; 

• Down draining of the pond in an approved manner. 

*Please note: the list above is not exhaustive and a specific Method 

Statement may be required once the exact scope of the work is known. 

5.36 Mitigation measures need to be designed to ensure that the 

development works do not result in a net loss of biodiversity at the site 

and ideally that there is a net gain.. 

5.37 It is advised that approval to infill Pond 1 will be required from 

the Local Planning Authority and the Environment Agency. 

5.38 Should the proposed development be approved and the works 

implemented, then in the unlikely event that a great crested newt is 

discovered on site, at any time during the development works, all 

works must cease immediately and either Natural England or the 

acting Ecologist should be contacted for advice. 
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Badgers 

5.39 No signs of badger were found during the extended phase 1 

habitat survey within the development site or within the 30metre and 

no records were identified. The habitat present is considered to be of 

low value to badger being small in size and isolated from other 

suitable habitat by busy roads and running water. 

5.40 Therefore, there are no apparent implications with regards to 

development and badgers at the time of survey. 

5.41 As badgers are a highly transient species, then as best practice 

any development must be mindful of the potential for badgers being 

discovered at all times. If a badger sett is identified or suspected 

during the works then all works must cease and the ecologist notified 

for advice. 

Bats 

5.42 The wider survey area contains habitats that are considered 

ideal for bat species including roosting, commuting and foraging 

habitats. Therefore, it is highly likely that bats are present foraging 

within the survey area. Features such as scattered trees, ditches and 

waterbodies should be retained if possible and works kept to a 

minimum with habitats reinstated on completion of works. 

5.43 The scattered trees present within the development site are young 

to semi-mature in age and no features suitable for roosting bats were 

observed at the time of the survey. 

5.44 Therefore there are no apparent implication with regards to 

development and roosting bats. 

5.45 However, should the proposed development affect suitable 

foraging habitat it is recommended that retained habitats be 

enhanced to support foraging bats. Furthermore, mitigation for loss of 

the water body should be undertaken and provision for foraging bats 

should be considered within this mitigation. 

Breeding Birds 

5.46 The development has the potential to cause disturbance to 

breeding birds at scattered trees, scrub, tall ruderal, introduced shrub 

and swamp habitats. It is recommended that: 

1) If working during the bird breeding season is unavoidable, then a 

further 
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survey for breeding birds shall be carried out prior to working in all 

areas. 

2) If breeding birds are identified, a species assessment should be 

made and options to minimise the likelihood of any nest being 

damaged or destroyed. 

3) Options to avoid disturbance for Schedule 1 species, if identified, 

will need implementing or a Natural England licence applied for. 

Reptiles 

5.47 No reptiles were observed during the 2012 surveys; therefore 

there are no apparent implications with regards to the proposed 

development and reptiles at the time of the survey. 

5.48 If at any time a reptile is discovered or suspected during any 

proposed development works, an experienced ecologist should be 

contacted for advice and mitigation measures may be required. 

Water Vole 

5.49 No evidence of water voles was found during the survey 

therefore, there are no apparent implications with regards to 

development and this species. 

5.50 As habitats are considered suitable to support water vole, it is 

recommended that a pre-development water vole survey is 

undertaken, if there is a long period between any proposed 

development works commencing and this survey report. 

Invasive Plant Species Impacts & Recommendations 

Japanese knotweed 

5.51 Japanese knotweed was located at a number of points along the 

northern and eastern boundaries (TN4) and within the adjacent 

30metre buffer.  

5.52 A method statement will need to be agreed and implemented to 

ensure full compliance will all relevant legislation. 

Himalayan balsam 

5.53 Himalayan balsam was located at a number of locations mainly 

along northern and eastern boundaries (TN4), within the swamp 

habitat (TN1) and within the scattered trees (TN12). To prevent the 

spread of this species due to development, it is recommended that a 

method statement is agreed prior to works being undertaken and 

implemented throughout the development. 



June 29, 2012 
[EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

] 

 
Other Recommendations 

Working Close to Water 

5.54 The proposed development site is in close proximity to drainage 

and it is therefore important that suitable anti-pollution measures are 

implemented, prior to any works. 

5.55 The Environment Agency has produced a series of advice 

documents covering a variety of aspects which may need to be 

addressed when working within or near the water bodies, dependant 

on the development. 

Tree Protection Measures 

5.56 Tree root protection measures may need to be considered in 

order to avoid damage to the mature trees. The works should be 

carried out according to BS 5837: 2012 Trees in relation to 

construction recommendations. Trees located within the 30metre buffer 

should also be subject to tree protection measures. 

Planting Schemes 

5.57 It is further recommended that any planting schemes within the 

development should adhere to local planning policy and use native 

species of local provenance. Planting schemes should aim to meet Local 

Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

Biodiversity Gain Recommendations 

5.58 In line with current planning policy new developments should 

ensure that there is a minimum of no net loss of biodiversity at a site 

and result in an overall biodiversity gain. 

5.59 Landscape proposals should ensure that there is no net loss of 

habitats of ecological value, including scrub and scattered trees. There 

is scope to enhance existing ecological features but all loss should be 

replaced on a like for like basis. 

5.60 Further possible recommendations to ensure that there is an 

overall biodiversitygain are as follows: 

• Installation of bat boxes of trees to be retained and within any new 

build works at the site. Bat boxes should be placed away from well lit 

areas, at suitable locations. 

• Creation of hibernacula for amphibians close to any new ponds that 

are created. 

• Installation of nesting bird boxes. 
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• The creation for log piles for species that rely upon dying and dead 

wood and for hibernating and foraging amphibians and invertebrates. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Overview of Statutory Legislation & Planning Policy 

This is a brief summary of the ecological planning and legislative 

context generally applying to England. It is not a comprehensive view 

and does not purport to advise in relation to any specific site, species 

or habitat.  

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS 

The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) was published in 

response to Article 6 of the Rio Biodiversity Convention in 1992. The 

UKBAP is a set of national strategies for the conservation of biological 

diversity and the sustainable use of biological resources. 

Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are a series of documents setting out 

targets and actions for species of conservation concern. BAPs are 

divided into three main categories: National Habitats, National 

Species and Local Plans. The UKBAP contains action plans for 1150 ‘UK 

Priority Species’ and 65 ‘UK Priority Habitats’, considered of national 

conservation concern. In 2007 the UK Government endorsed a review 

of the UK list of priority species and habitats, and there has been 

dramatic increases priority species and priority habitats. 

The listing of a species or habitat in the UKBAP does not necessarily 

provide it with any statutory or planning policy protection. Some of the 

UK Priority species are statutorily protected, while others receive 

partial or no protection. However, the client is advised that many 

planning authorities have policies that provide protection to UKBAP 

species and habitats, in line with Planning Policy Statement 9. 

The 'UK Biodiversity Group Tranche 2 Action Plans' (HMSO, 1998) 

defines ‘UK Priority Species' as either globally threatened or rapidly 

declining in the UK, i.e. by greater than 50% in the last 25 years. 

In addition to the UKBAP, many Local Authorities have prepared Local 

Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP). These LBAPs highlight species and 

habitat types that are of national concern (UKBAP species and 

habitats) and may also include non UKBAP species that are of local 

concern. LBAPs will be prepared for these species and habitats. As with 

the UKBAP, listing of a habitat type, a site or a species in a LBAP does 

not confer any new statutory or planning policy protection. However, 

impacts upon sites, habitats or species prioritised in LBAPs may be a 

material consideration in a planning application. 

Natural England has mapped England and designated areas as 

Natural Areas each with its own ecological identity such as Cheshire 
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Meres and Mosses, characterised by water bodies in boulder clay or 

peat. Conservation priorities are then identified for each individual 

natural area. For Cheshire Meres and Mosses this includes retaining 

and enhancing field hedgerow connections and water bodies. Natural 

areas have no legislative power but they do indicate which habitats 

are valued locally. 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body of the United 

Kingdom Government. It was formed in 2006 and the NERC Act sets 

out Natural England’s purpose “to ensure that the natural environment 

is conserved, enhanced and managed for the benefit of present and 

future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development”. 

Natural England is responsible for ensuring that all England’s natural 

environment is protected and improved. This includes land, freshwater 

and marine environments, geology, soils, flora nd fauna. Another 

responsibility is to help people have access to, educate, enjoy and 

understand their natural environment. 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) places a clear 

responsibility on Local Planning Authorities to conserve and enhance 

biodiversity and to encourage on the consideration that should be 

given to Protected Species where they may be affected by 

development. The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) Circular 

06/2005 provides administrative guidance on the application of the 

law in relation to planning and nature conservation. This is supported 

by a guide to good practice entitled ‘Planning for Biodiversity and 

Geological Conservation: Building in Biodiversity’ in which paragraphs 

5.34 and 5.35 identify that species such as bats are highly dependant 

upon built structures for survival and that roosts can be easily 

incorporated into existing and new developments/conversions to 

benefit these species. The aim of the NPPF in relation to biodiversity is 

that a healthy and diverse natural environment is crucial to our sense of 

wellbeing. The Framework underlines that the planning system should 

seek not just to protect, but, where possible, to enhance biodiversity – 

making sure we don’t just have isolated pockets of wildlife, but rich 

and connected green spaces for all kinds of species to thrive. Planning 

permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or 

deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland. 

When a planning authority is considering a development proposal, 

which includes a statutorily protected species or a species of principal 

importance (i.e. prioritised in the UKBAP), that may cause harm to the 

species or its habitat, this is taken into consideration. 
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Local Planning Authorities are obliged to maximise opportunities for 

development within areas of biodiversity and geological features as 

part of good design. Where significant harm is unavoidable to 

biodiversity and geological features, adequate mitigation and/or 

compensation measures must be implemented otherwise planning 

permission can be refused. 

In accordance with The North West of England Regional Spatial 

Strategy Policy EM1 (Integrated Enhancement and Protection of the 

Region’s Environmental Assets) Local Planning Authorities must also:- 

• Give priority to conserving and enhancing habitats and species which 

are of local, regional, national and international importance 

• Apply the principle of no net loss of resources as a minimum 

requirement by avoiding loss of or damage to natural assets, mitigate 

any unavoidable damage and compensate for loss/damage through 

offsetting actions 

• Ensure schemes result in an increase in biodiversity by contributing to 

the delivery of local, regional and national biodiversity objectives and 

targets, and deal with any issues of habitat fragmentation and species 

isolation. 

Natural England will also expect detailed surveys to have been 

carried out on site before any licences for species handling or habitat 

works are to be granted. It must be taken into account that many 

protected species have wide habitat ranges and their presence outside 

the proposed development must always be considered. Many planning 

applications have failed because inadequate consideration was given 

to protected amphibian species terrestrial habitats that were present 

some distance from the proposed development. 

COUNTY, DISTRICT AND UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

District, County and Unitary Development Plans provide protection, 

both to sites and to certain species. This degree of protection varies 

according to different types of site and/or different species. Policies 

will always be very heavily weighted against development which 

might affect statutory wildlife sites. 

The development plan will allow for the designation and policy 

protection of non-statutory wildlife sites, (sometimes generically called 

second-tier sites, to distinguish them from statutory sites). There are 

many names for these non-statutory wildlife sties which include; Site of 

Biological Importance (SBI), Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

(SINC) and Biological Heritage Site (BHS). Often geological sites are 

grouped with ecological sites, for example Regionally Important 
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Geological / Geo-morphological Sites (RIGS) and Geological 

Heritage Sites (GHS). 

Non-statutory sites are usually identified by a fairly rigorous system of 

criteria which are adopted as supplementary planning guidance. The 

development plan usually also provides protection for any identified 

`Wildlife Corridors’ or 'Greenways'. Usually the extent of protection to 

non-statutory sites is not conclusive. However where development is 

considered to outweigh ecological interests, a mitigation strategy is 

usually required as a condition of a planning consent. 

STATUTORY LEGISLATION 

Statutory protection is afforded to specific species and wildlife sites by 

European Union Directives, several international conventions which the 

United Kingdom (UK) adheres to and various UK Acts and Parliament 

Regulations. The main Acts are 

• Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA), 1981 (as amended) 

• Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 

The Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC) 

establishes statutory obligations for public bodies to have regard for 

biodiversity in the exercise of their operations. For planning conditions 

this includes decisions taken by Local Planning Authorities. 

STATUTORY WILDLIFE SITES 

Within the UK there are many designations for giving protection to 

sites of national or international importance. The most frequent 

designations to come across are summarised below: 

• Special Area of Conservation (SAC): An area of land or water of 

international (European) conservation importance which has been 

designated by European Union Member States under the EU Habitats 

Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC). In England, the legal requirements for 

the designation of and management of SACs are specified within the 

Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010. In the UK, all 

SACs are also designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

• Special Protection Area (SPA): A site of international (European) 

conservation importance for birdlife which has been designated by 

European Union Member States under the Birds Directive (Directive 

79/409/EEC). The site is designated because of its regularly occurring 

migratory species and its rare and vulnerable birds, listed in Annex I to 

the Birds Directive. In the UK, all SPAs are also designated SSSIs. 
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• Ramsar site: A wetland of recognised international importance 

designated under the Ramsar Convention 1971. Large numbers of 

animals and plants depend on Ramsar sites for their survival. In the UK, 

all Ramsar sites are also designated as SSSIs. 

• National Nature Reserve (NNR): A nationally important nature reserve 

designated by Natural England under the WCA for its important 

wildlife habitat, geological formation and for scientific research. They 

are managed by either Natural England or an approved body. Many 

NNRs are also designated as SSSIs. 

• Local Nature Reserve (LNR): A nature reserve on public land, 

established by a Local Authority under s21 of the National Parks and 

Access to the Countryside Act, 1949. They are designated for their 

wildlife or geological features that are of special local interest. LNRs 

may or may not be Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): An area of land or water 

notified by Natural England under the WCA or the National Parks and 

Access to the Countryside Act, 1949 as being of special nature 

conservation interest for its biological and geological features. SSSIs 

are important as they support many animals and plants that would not 

survive in the wider countryside. 

EUROPEAN PROTECTED SPECIES: 

European protected species include; great created newt, natterjack 

toad, bats and otter etc. The full list of European species is in the 

Conservation of Habitats & Species 2010. 

The extent of legal protection covers both the species and its habitat. 

European Protected Species are protected under the Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and it is an offence, with 

certain exceptions, to: 

• deliberately capture or kill any wild animal of a European Protected 

Species; 

• deliberately disturb any such animal; 

• deliberately take or destroy eggs of any such wild animal; 

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such a wild 

animal; 

• deliberately pick, collect, cut, uproot or destroy a wild plant of a 

European Protected Species; 
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• keep, transport, sell or exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, any 

live or dead wild animal or plant of a European Protected Species, or 

any part of, or anything derived from such a wild animal or plant. 

Any development or other activity that would result in a contravention 

of the above legislation would require a licence to avoid committing an 

offence. 

Natural England has powers to grant a licence for the following 

purposes;  

• Regulation 53(2)(e) - preserving public health or public safety or 

other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of 

a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary 

importance for the environment; 

• Regulation 53(2)(f) - preventing the spread of disease; 

• Regulation 53(2)(g) - preventing serious damage to livestock, 

foodstuffs for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit, growing timber or any 

other form of property or to fisheries. 

Natural England can only issue a licence if it is satisfied that the 

activity meets one of the above purposes and is also satisfied of the 

following; 

• Regulation 53(9)(a) - that there is no satisfactory alternative, and 

• Regulation 53(9)(b) - that the action authorised will not be 

detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species 

concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range. 

Natural England requires Local Planning Authorities to consider the size 

and significance of impact of the proposed development on the 

European species and their habitat. As well as the need for the 

development and consideration of possible development alternatives, 

before determining planning applications that could affect European 

protected species. 

STATUTORILY PROTECTED SPECIES & THEIR HABITATS 

In most cases relevant to planning applications, protected species are 

those listed in 

• Schedule 1, 5 and 8 of the WCA (as amended). The Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 is the domestic implementation of the Convention 

on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (the 

Bern Convention) and was amended by the Countryside and Rights of 

Way Act 2000. 
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• The Protection of Badgers Act, 1992 (PBA); 

• The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations, 1994 now the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2010. 

The extent of legal protection varies between species and also the 

protocols for development which affects such species. 

When considering development and how it impacts protected species it 

is vital to obtain site-specific advice before formulating an action plan. 

The following paragraphs are outlines of legal protection afforded to 

some of the species most frequently encountered. 

Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of Badgers 

Act (1992). The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 was designed to 

protect badgers from baiting and deliberate harm or injury. It also 

contains restrictions that apply more widely. It is an offence to: 

• Wilfully kill, injure or take, or attempt to kill, injure or take a badger. 

• Cruelly ill-treat a badger, dig for badgers, use badger tongs, using 

a firearm other than the type specified under the exceptions within the 

Act. 

• Interfere with a badger sett by damaging, destroying, obstructing, 

causing a dog to enter a sett, disturbing an occupied sett - either by 

intent or by negligence. 

• Sell or offer for sale a live badger, have possession or control of a 

live badger. 

• Mark a badger or attach any ring, tag, or other marking device to a 

badger. Sett interference includes: disturbing badgers whilst they are 

occupying a sett, as well as destroying a sett or obstructing it. 

Developments within 30 metres of a badger sett require a licence from 

Natural England, which permits the following work to be undertaken 

near a sett, even if there is no direct damage to the sett - 

• Using very heavy machinery (generally tracked vehicles) within 30m 

of any entrance to an active sett; 

• Using lighter machinery (generally wheeled vehicles), particularly for 

any digging operation, within 20m; 

• Light work such as hand digging or scrub clearance within 10m. In 

terms of development, a licence is required from Natural England if the 

scheme involves the destruction of a recently active sett (even if an 

outlier). Adequate protection of the animals is required by Natural 

England. This means alternative conditions will be needed and 
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disturbance will not be permitted during hibernation or early spring, 

when badgers are gestating or have dependent young. Natural 

England will tend to object to the loss of a main sett. 

Great crested newts and the habitat they use for protection and 

shelter are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) and Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010. 

This legislation applies to all life forms of a great crested newt. 

It is an offence to: 

• Intentionally kill, injure or take a great crested newt 

• Deliberately capture or kill a great crested newt 

• Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived 

from a great crested newt 

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any 

structure or place used for breeding, shelter or protection by a great 

crested newt 

• Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly disturb a great crested newt 

while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for that purpose 

• Deliberately take or destroy the eggs of a great crested newt  

Any potential development on a great crested newt site will depend 

on the size of the great crested newt population, the locality and the 

potential impact from the development. If great crested newts are 

likely to be or are present then an extended period of time for 

alternative habitat creation, trapping, mitigation, site management and 

monitoring will have to be accounted for. 

Common reptiles all receive some degree of protection through the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). There are two 

different levels of protection afforded to reptiles through the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981; this results from different parts of Section 9 

of the Act applying to the different species (as specified in Schedule 

5). 

Full protection applies to the sand lizard and smooth snake as they are 

European Protected Species. All parts of Section 9 of the WCA apply. 

In addition, these species are afforded protection under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2010, see European 

Protected Species section above. 

Partial protection against killing, injuring and sale applies to the four 

widespread species of reptile, namely the common lizard, slow-worm, 
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grass snake and adder. Only part of subsection 9(1) and all of sub-

section 9(5) of the WCA apply. These prohibit the intentional killing 

and injuring and trade (i.e. sale, barter, exchange, transporting for 

sale and advertising to sell or to buy). The habitats for these 

widespread species are not protected. 

Therefore, in practice this requires a reptile protection scheme before 

implementing a planning permission. No specific licence is required. It is 

not an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to possess 

these animals. 

The rarer reptiles require a protection and conservation scheme, and 

Natural England may not grant such licences unless they are assured 

that protection and conservation is guaranteed. 

Red squirrels the red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is protected under 

Schedules 5 and 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) (WAC). Under this legislation it is illegal to "intentionally kill, 

injure or take" or "damage, destroy or obstruct" access to any structure 

or place used for shelter or protection, or to disturb any animal while it 

is in a drey. 

Water voles are one of the priority species identified in the UK 

Biodiversity Plans. Since 1998 the water vole has received legal 

protection through being added to Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of Section 9 (4). The 

water vole has recently gained additional protection through the 

amendment of Schedule 5 by Statutory Instrument 2008 No. 431. The 

water vole and its habitat now receive full protection. Prior to this the 

water vole only had limited protection. It is now an offence to: 

• Intentionally kill, injure, or take a water vole from the wild 

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any 

structure or place used for shelter or protection. 

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb water voles whilst occupying a 

structure or place used for that purpose. 

• Possess or sell any part of the live or dead water vole 

• Publish or cause to be published any advertisement which conveys the 

buying or selling of water voles. 

In certain cases, listed below, licenses may be granted by Natural 

England to permit activities outlawed by the Act:- 

• Scientific or educational purposes 
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• Purposes of ringing or marking 

• Conserving wild animals or introducing them into a particular area 

• Preserving public health or public safety 

• Preventing the spread of disease 

• Preventing serious damage to any form of property or to fisheries 

It is essential that water vole surveys, mitigation design and 

implementation are taken into account at an early stage to avoid 

significant costs and delays. 

Wild birds - The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, states 

that all wild birds are protected. Under the WCA, it is an offence to 

kill, injure or take any wild bird, to take damage or destroy the nest of 

any wild bird, or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. 

A special penalty is levied to any of the above offences being 

committed in conjunction with a bird listed on Schedule 1 of the WCA. 

It is also an offence if a person disturbs any bird listed on Schedule 1 

while it is building a nest, is on or near a nest containing young, or 

disturbs dependent young of such a bird. 

The recent Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, has made it an 

offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb Schedule 1 species as 

above, and also an offence to intentionally or recklessly take, damage 

or destroy the nest of any wild bird or its eggs or dependent young. 

BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) species - These are bird species of 

conservation concern (see below for definitions), which are selected as 

priority species under one or more of the following criteria: species 

which are globally threatened and species which are rapidly declining 

in the UK, i.e. by more than 50% in the last 25 years. 

An action plan for each of these species has been developed to set 

specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bounded targets 

for the species concerned. Each plan has been costed and then 

finalised by consensus across the full range of statutory and non-

statutory organisations represented on the UK Biodiversity Group. The 

BAP identifies the work that is necessary to improve the adverse status 

of these species. 

Birds of conservation concern: 2002 - 2007: The leading governmental 

and nongovernmental conservation organisations in the UK have 

reviewed the population status of 
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the birds that are regularly found here. Three lists have been 

produced that comprise of the following  

Red list species are those that are Globally Threatened according to 

IUCN criteria; those whose population or range has declined rapidly in 

recent years; and those that have declined historically and have not 

shown a substantial recovery. 

Amber list species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in 

Europe; whose population or range has declined moderately in recent 

years; those whose population has declined historically but made a 

substantial recent recovery; rare breeders and those with 

internationally important or localised populations. 

Green list species are species that fulfil none of the above criteria. 

These species are not included in the evaluation. 

The lists update earlier assessments, Birds of conservation concern and 

Birds of conservation importance, which were published in 1996. The 

population status of birds is reviewed every five years to keep track 

of changes in abundance and range. The new lists are based on the 

most up-to-date information available. 

White-clawed crayfish are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), Appendix III of the Berne 

Convention 1982 and Annexes II and V of the Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. The species has also been 

included in the IUCN Red Data List, and has been selected for special 

conservation measures within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan Steering 

Group Report 1995. 

Invertebrates – there are few species which are listed in the UKBAP or 

that have statutory protection. Many species are thought to be rare 

and/or vulnerable. These species are known as Red Data Book (RDB) 

species. Red Data Book Species are often listed within LBAPs. Within 

this classification there are various grades of ecological sensitivity 

based on the frequency of occurrence within 10km squares of the 

National Grid: 

• Rare/Vulnerable Species - occurs in 15 or fewer 10km squares 

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) – occurs in 16 to 100 10km squares 

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) Category A - occurs in 30 or less 10km 

squares 

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) Category B - occurs between 31 and 

100, 10km squares 
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PROTECTION OF ANIMALS 

All animals are protected by the Animal Welfare Act 2006, which 

prohibits unnecessary suffering, cruelty and mistreatment. For example 

releasing a great crested newt in such a way as to cause undue 

suffering may be an offence under the Abandonment of Animals Act 

1960. In addition to the above, there are various statutory provisions 

relating to the transport of animals, designed to ensure their welfare. 

PLANT PROTECTION 

Statutorily protected plants are listed in Schedule 8 of the WCA. With 

reference to development these plants do tend to be very rare and not 

frequently encountered, for example the bluebell statutorily protected, 

but this prohibits commercial bulb picking from the wild rather than to 

prohibit development. 

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

There is a category of plants whereby if they were introduced or 

caused to spread into the wild it would be deemed an offence under 

the WCA. Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), Himalayan balsam 

(Impatiens glandulifera) and Giant hogweed (Heracleum 

mantegazzianum) are listed under the WCA as invasive non-native 

species (part 2, Section 14), including a large list of additional species 

added to Schedule 9 in April 2010. These provisions are necessary to 

prevent the establishment of non-native species which may be 

detrimental to our native wildlife. 

Japanese knotweed has an extensive root system and new plants can 

regenerate rapidly from the smallest fragments of rhizome. Himalayan 

balsam is a prolific seed producer and may sow up to 500 seed per 

plant which are catapulted up to 7metres from the parent plant. Giant 

hogweed poses health issues through the production of toxic sap which 

may irritate human skin and cause painful burs and blistering which 

may become more aggravated after exposure to light, in some cases 

long-term photo-sensitivity may be diagnosed. Material containing 

these species is classed as controlled waste under the Environmental 

Protection Act (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991. The disposal of such 

waste requires that all parties follow a strict code of practice and 

maintain adequate records regarding their conduct. 

HEDGEROWS 

The Hedgerow Regulations are made under Section 97 of the 

Environment Act 1995 and came into operation on 1st of June 1997. 

They aim to protect important hedgerows in the countryside by 
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controlling their removal through a system of notification to the Local 

Planning Authority. 

A hedgerow can only be considered for classification as “important” if 

it, or the hedgerow of which the section belongs to is over 20m in 

length (or which meets a hedgerow at either end) and has existed for 

30 years or more. 

WATERCOURSES 

Works that may have an impact upon water courses are covered by 

the Environment Act 1995. The broad remit of the Act covers all 

aspects of water bodies, and includes water quality, conservation, 

fisheries and navigation amongst others. In addition to the Environment 

Act there are locally relevant Land Drainage Byelaws. The Environment 

Agency North West Region Land Drainage Byelaws 1979 covers issues 

such as issuance of Consents for carrying out works on or nearby to a 

water course. The client needs to be aware that the Environment 

Agency should be consulted as they have a statutory interest in works 

affecting water bodies. The Environment Agency has a duty to promote 

the conservation of flora and fauna that are dependent upon water 

bodies. 
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APPENDIX 2 

EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY TARGET NOTES 

TN1 Swamp 

A wide band of swamp habitat surrounding a large water body (Pond 

2). The width is between 2 and 5 metres and is dominated by common 

reedmace. Other species present include locally frequent reed canary-

grass with occasional soft rush, hard rush, yellow flag iris, great 

willowherb and marsh marigold. Himalayan balsam is also occasionally 

present to the north of this habitat. 

TN2 – Mosaic Habitat – Neutral Grassland Semi-improved & Tall 

Ruderal 

Located along the eastern edge of the site boundary is an area of 

semi-improved neutral grassland that is interspersed with tall ruderal 

species. This habitat is uncut and a well trodden pathway is evident 

where access is gained by anglers to the adjacent water body. Grass 

species present includes; frequent rough stalked meadow-grass and 

common bent with locally frequent annual meadow-grass and 

occasional cock’s-foot, false oat-grass and Yorkshire fog with rare 

sweet vernal-grass. Tall ruderal species present includes; frequent 

rosebay willowherb and creeping thistle with locally frequent common 

nettle and occasional great willowherb and broad-leaved dock and 

rare curled dock and spear thistle. Other species present include 

frequent creeping buttercup, locally frequent yellow flag iris, horsetail 

sp, bush vetch and bindweed sp with occasional cleavers, moss sp, 

cuckooflower and rare herb Robert, common ragwort, fern species, 

greater plantain and foxglove. 

TN3 – Scrub Scattered 

Scattered scrub is present around the periphery of the water body 

which is unmanaged. Species present include; locally abundant 

bramble, frequent goat willow and sycamore, occasional silver birch 

and common alder and rare common hawthorn and common beech. 

TN4 – Introduced Shrub 

A number of areas of Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam are 

present located along the northern and eastern boundaries of the site. 

These are also present within the adjacent 30metre buffer. 
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TN5 – Scattered Trees 

Linear bands of conifer trees area present along the northern and 

eastern boundary of the site which screen visibility to the adjacent 

land. Tree species include; locally frequent conifer and Leylandii 

species with frequent sycamore and goat willow. 

TN6 – Neutral Grassland Semi-improved 

The predominant habitat is semi-improved neutral grassland with 

smaller areas of reed canary-grass dry swamp and tall ruderal. The 

grassland is uncut and well trodden pathways were observed used by 

anglers at the adjacent water body. Grass species present include; 

frequent cock’s-foot, Yorkshire fog, tufted hair-grass, false oat-grass 

and annual meadow-grass with locally frequent reed canary-grass, 

rough stalked meadowgrass and red fescue and occasional perennial 

rye-grass. Associated species within the grassland includes; locally 

frequent tufted vetch, speedwell sp, bush vetch, white clover, ragged 

robin and horsetail sp with occasional common mouse-ear, meadow 

buttercup, red clover, dandelion agg. and rare meadow vetchling. Tall 

ruderal species include frequent common nettle, creeping thistle, great 

willowherb, broad-leaved dock, locally frequent meadowsweet and 

rare common ragwort. 

TN7 – Scrub Scattered 

Scattered scrub species are present within the grassland areas which 

are unmanaged and comprises of frequent bramble with occasional 

common hawthorn, blackthorn, elm sp, oak sp, crack willow and 

common alder. 

TN8 – Dry Swamp 

A small area of dry swamp that comprises of frequent reed canary-

grass, occasional common reedmace and hard rush species. 

TN9 – Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

Located adjacent to Pond 2 is an area of semi-improved grassland 

that is species poor. The grass was of a short sward but does not 

appear to be managed. Grass species include; frequent annual 

meadow-grass, perennial rye-grass and Yorkshire fog with locally 

frequent crested dog’s-tail and rare cock’s-foot. Other species present 

include; frequent white clover, greater plantain and creeping buttercup 

with occasional common mouse-ear, soft rush and rare common 

ragwort, curled dock and creeping thistle. 
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TN10 – Scattered Trees, Scrub and Tall Ruderal 

Located within the site and the adjacent 30metre buffer is and area of 

scattered trees and scrubs. Tree species present include dominant goat 

willow with occasional crack willow. 

Most of the trees present are semi-mature in age and no features were 

observed from ground level that would support roosting bats. Scrub 

species comprises of locally frequent bramble and tall ruderal species 

are present beneath the trees canopies. Tall ruderal species include; 

abundant common nettle, frequent creeping thistle and occasional 

rosebay willowherb and broad-leaved dock with rare great 

willowherb. Other species present include; abundant creeping 

buttercup, locally frequent field horsetail, frequent rough stalked 

meadow-grass and cocksfoot with occasional common ragwort and 

rare cleavers. 

TN11 – Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

An area of grassland located on an embankment that is relatively new 

and appears to have been planted. Grass species present include 

frequent Italian rye-grass, red fescue, Yorkshire fog and perennial 

rye-grass. Other associated species include; frequent white clover and 

black medic with occasional common mouse-ear, prickly sow-thistle, 

daisy and common vetch with rare broad-leaved dock, meadow 

buttercup, long-stalked crane’s-bill spear thistle and coltsfoot. 

TN12 – Scattered Trees 

A small area of scattered trees located within the 30metre buffer. Tree 

species are of a semi-mature age and include frequent goat willow 

with rare crack willow. The ground flora is sparse in areas under these 

trees and scrub species occur comprising of frequent bramble and rare 

common hawthorn and common ash. Other species present include; 

abundant creeping buttercup, frequent rough stalked meadow-grass, 

cock’s-foot and common nettle with locally frequent great willowherb, 

rosebay willowherb and meadowsweet and occasional annual 

meadow-grass, broad-leaved dock and field horsetail. Occasional 

Himalayan balsam is also present in this area.  

TN13 – Other Habitat: Disturbed Ground 

An area of previously disturbed ground that is becoming re-vegetated 

and is currently dominated by field horsetail, although areas of bare 

ground remains in places. 
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TN14 – Running water 

Located within the 30 metre boundary is a slow flowing ditch that 

feeds into standing water at TN16 (Pond 1). The ditch width is between 

0.5 and 1.5metres wide with a depth of <0.5metres. The base 

comprises of stone and sediment and the water quality was clear at 

the time of survey. Banks range in angle between 40 degrees to the 

west and 60 degrees to the east. The ditch is heavily shaded to the 

northern area and bank vegetation is scarce. Species present include; 

frequent soft rush, occasional bramble, creeping buttercup, moss sp 

and tufted hair-grass with rare reed canary-grass and foxglove. 

Evidence of erosion is present on the eastern boundary and an outfall 

pipe is present on the western boundary. No evidence of water vole 

was observed at the time of the survey, although for health and safety 

reasons a full survey was not completed. 

TN15 – Woodland, broad-leaved plantation 

Small plantation woodland located within the 30metre boundary and 

the north-eastern edge of the site. Dominated by common alder the 

ground was wet at the time of the survey and flora is relatively sparse 

with species including; abundant creeping bent, frequent cock’s-foot, 

creeping buttercup and soft rush with occasional tufted hair-grass, 

willowherb sp and moss sp. 

TN16 – Standing water (Pond 1) 

Pond 1 (National Grid Reference: 377767, 422257) - A large area of 

standing water located within the site. The pond is undulating in shape, 

with a perimeter of approximately 300m and a water depth over 3m. 

The base comprises of sediment and is over 3metres in depth. Water 

quality is clear around the margins and turbid to the centre. The base 

of the pond comprises of sediment. Scattered trees comprising of 

common alder, crack willow and goat willow and fencing are present 

on the north and eastern boundary of the waterbody and shade 

<10% of the waters area. Aquatic vegetation is sparse comprising of 

occasional brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), marginal vegetation 

species include; locally abundant common reedmace (Typha latifolia), 

locally frequent reed canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and frequent 

soft rush. The water body is fed by the ditch at TN14 and is 

approximately 280 metres in perimeter. Local fishermen were present 

and informed the surveyor that fish such as roach (Rutilus rutilus), perch 

(Perca fluviatilis), carp (Carpio sp), tench (Tinca tinca) and trout (Salmo 

trutta) had been caught. Amphibian such as common toad (Bufo bufo) 

and common frog (Rana temporaria) were also observed. Moorhen 
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(Gallinula chloropus), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) and dragon flies 

were also regularly seen. 

TN17 – Standing water (Pond 2) 

Pond 2 (National Grid Reference: 377804, 422187) - A small area of 

standing water that is circular in shape, approximately 3m in perimeter 

and water depth is <15cm deep. Water quality was clear and the 

base comprised of leaf litter. The water area was shaded 40% by an 

adjacent tree and it is considered to be an ephemeral waterbody. 

TN18 – Standing water (Pond 3) 

Pond 3 (National Grid Reference: 377837, 422210) – A small area of 

standing water that is circular in shape, approximately 13m in 

perimeter and a water depth of <1m in depth. The base is of leaf 

litter base and water quality is clear. The water area is shaded 20% 

by an adjacent tree and soft rush and flote-grass (Glyceria fluitans) 

are present. The pond is located within an area of rough grassland, 

tall ruderal with occasional scrub. The waterbody is considered to be 

an ephemeral pond. 

TN19 – Standing water (Pond 4) 

Pond 4 (National Grid Reference: 377856, 422095) - Approximately 

35m in perimeter the waterbody is located at the bottom of a steep 

embankment that is approximately 60 degrees in gradient and 15 

metres in height. The waterbody is >1 metre in depth with a leaf litter 

base and a clear water quality. Marginal vegetation includes; soft 

rush, reed canary-grass, yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and great 

willowherb. The banks of the waterbody comprise of stone slabs for 

approximately 95% with an outfall pipe completing the remaining 5%. 

Aquatic vegetation was limited and no evidence of fish was observed. 

The water area is shaded approximately 5% from adjacent trees. The 

pond was viewed from the adjacent land. 

TN20 – Standing water (Pond 5) 

Pond 5 (National Grid Reference: 377723, 422345) - Located on the 

edge of woodland to the north of the site. The pond is linear in shape, 

approximately 30m in perimeter, with a water depth of 

approximately 1m. The pond is shaded approximately 50% on the 

south by the adjacent overhanging conifer plantation. Water quality 

was clear and the base of the pond is sediment. Habitats located 

within 10m of the pond include improved pasture, woodland, scrub, tall 

ruderal and marshy grassland. Aquatic vegetation included; abundant 

soft rush and common reedmace, locally frequent flote-grass and 

pondweed sp (Elodea sp). 
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TN21 – Standing water (Pond 6) 

Pond 6 (National Grid Reference: 377783, 422308) - An area of 

standing water that was previously identified by the use of aerial 

photographs online. However, it is believed that the pond may have 

dried up since this initial assessment was made. Access into this area 

was not gained and no evidence of a pond was observed from 

adjacent land. 
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Dwg 1: 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Plan 
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1.0 Introduction  

 

1.1 Arbconsultants Limited was commissioned by Solomon Commercials in February 2011 to 

carry out an extended phase 1 habitat survey for the proposed development on Land off 

Kingsway, Holcombe Road, Helmshore; National Grid Reference (NGR) 377680, 422267.  

1.2 The survey is required to assess the ecological value of the area of land being used for the 

development and of wildlife habitat bordering this development area.  

1.3 The proposed development is for the construction of a lorry park scheme, as shown upon 

Drawing 3.  

1.4 To conduct an ecological assessment at this site, the aims of the survey were to:  

• Undertake a Desktop Study up to 1km of the site.  

• Undertake a Walkover Survey of land up to 250m of the development site.  

• Where land access is not available, undertake a Data Base Assessment (DBA) using existing 

maps of the area up to 250m of the development site.  

• Undertake an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the development site and up to 30m from 

the development site;  

• Identify any further detailed survey requirements.  

1.5 The sites ecological values will be assessed in context with current UK planning and 

legislative policy, including:  

• Statutory Protected Species  

• UK Biodiversity Action Plan Species  

• Local Biodiversity Action Plan Species  

• Statutory Protected Sites  

• Non-Statutory Protected Sites or Species of Conservation Concern  

1.6 This report states the survey methodology, presents the results of the survey, evaluates the 

findings, assesses the impacts and makes recommendations concerning the protection of existing 

ecological features within and bordering the development plot. Further surveys will be 

recommended, where required.  

 

1.7 A brief summary of the ecological planning and legislative context generally applying to 

England is provided within Appendix 1, but specific advice is provided in the main body of the 

report.  

 

 

 

2.0 Methodology  



 

Arbconsultants ltd 
The Rural Business Centre, Myerscough College, Bilsborrow, Preston, Lancashire PR3 0RY 

Tel: 01995 642321 Email: enquiries@arbconsultants.co.uk 

Web: www.arbconsultants.co.uk 

Desktop Study  

2.1 Ecological data and historic records of protected species and sites was collated from the 

following sources; listed in Table 1.  

Table 1: Desktop Study Results and Record Centres Consulted 

Source of information Information supplied 

 

Natural England 

Nature on the map to identify Nature 

Reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

and BAP Priority Habitats within 1km of the 

site.  

UK Biodiversity Action Plan Identification of national priority species and 

habitats known to occur in the region. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan Identification of national priority species and 

habitats known to occur in the region.  

Lancashire County Council – Local Biodiversity 

Records 

To identify protected sites or features of 

interest within 1km of the site.  

Multi Agency Geographical Information Centre 

www.magic.gov.uk  

 

To identify protected sites or features of 

interest within 1km of the site.  

 

Mario Map To view aerial photographs of the site and 

the surrounding area to check for pond 

locations and features of interest 

  

2.2 The aim of the desktop study was to assist the surveyor undertaking the Extended Phase 1 

Habitat Survey by providing background information on the likely habitats and species that 

occur within the local area.  

      Walkover Survey and Data Base Assessment  

2.3 The Walkover Survey involves an ecologist walking over land up to 250m from the 

development site to identify any features of ecological interest, for example; a pond that may 

support amphibian species such as great crested newts (Triturus cristatus) or common toad (Bufo 

bufo).  

2.4 Where access is not available a Data Base Assessment (DBA) is undertaken using existing 

maps of the area (up to 250m of the development site) to identify any features of ecological 

interest.  

      Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey  

2.5 Habitats were assessed by using Phase 1 Habitat Survey techniques, which is a system for 

environmental audit widely used within the environmental consultancy field.  

2.6 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey followed Phase 1 Habitat Survey Methodology 

(JNCC, 1990). This involves walking over the site, mapping and target noting any semi-natural 

habitats. The survey area includes the footprint of the proposed development and up to 30 

metres from the development site.  
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2.7 A habitat map will be prepared to show the locations and extent of habitats and detailed 

descriptions of the principle and important plant communities will be provided as Target Notes.  

2.8 Plant species abundances were recorded within the target notes, using DAFOR ratings, as 

Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional or Rare (Rare in the sense of having a very low 

abundance). Species recorded as Locally Abundant are abundant only in certain parts of the 

target noted habitat, rather than being abundant throughout. The ratings have no precise 

definition and are affected by plant size and season of survey however they have been shown 

to correlate with more quantitative measures.  

2.9 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey is a modified approach to the Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey, extended for use in environmental assessment (Institute of Environmental Assessment, 

1995). The survey will record any signs of protected species or other valuable ecological 

components of the site.  

2.10 The locations of any invasive species listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and  

Countryside Act 1981 and others were also mapped.  

         Timing  

2.11 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was undertaken during Wednesday the 6th of 

February 2011 which is a sub-optimal time of year to undertake such a survey.  

        Weather Conditions  

2.12 Weather conditions during the survey were reasonable, with no appreciable rain or wind 

affecting survey.  

        Personnel  

2.13 All survey works were carried out by Senior Ecologist Mrs. S. O’Neill BA (Hons).  

        Constraints  

2.14 Surveys only provide a snapshot of habitats and species that are there at that time. 

Further surveys at additional times of the year are likely to find additional species. The surveys 

were based on the information provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.0 Survey Results  

      Desktop Study  

      Protected Sites  
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3.1 The desktop study found 1 record of protected sites within 1 kilometre of the proposed 

development. This includes:  

• Haslingden Grane, Valley and Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site (BHS) European Protected 

Species  

3.2 Desktop searches revealed no records of protected species, within 1km of the site. 

       UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) & Priority Habitats  

3.3 The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists priority habitats which might potentially be 

located within the site, based upon the information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1, 

habitats are listed below:  

• Lowland mixed deciduous woodland  

• Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land  

• Pond  

       UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) & Priority Species  

3.4 The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan lists priority species which might potentially use 

the site, based upon information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1, species are listed 

below:  

• Mammals – bats*, water voles*, brown hares & otter*  

• Birds – skylark, song thrush, reed bunting, bullfinch, tree sparrow, dunnock, linnet,  

• Amphibians – great crested newts* & common toad  

• Reptiles – adder*  

NB: Those listed with an asterisk (*) are also statutorily protected  

      Local Biodiversity Action Plan  

3.5 Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) lists key local species/habitats considered to be rare 

or declining in the area. Some may be of national concern, while others may only be locally 

rare. Some are statutorily protected, although the great majority are not.  

3.6 While local BAP documents have no legal status, the Local Planning Authority and Natural 

England will expect account to be taken of these species/habitats in the overall layout and 

landscape strategy for the development.  

3.7 The species of local concern which might potentially use the site, based upon information 

gathered from the sources listed in Table 1 are as follows:  

• Mammals –bats*, water voles*, brown hare & otter*  

• Birds – skylark, song thrush, farmland birds such as reed bunting, tree sparrow and linnet  

• Amphibians – great crested newts*  

• Reptiles – adder*  

NB: Those listed with an asterisk (*) are statutorily protected  
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Species of biodiversity significance on the Lancashire Long List have been reviewed but are 

generally covered under an associated Habitat Action Plan.  

3.8 Habitats listed within Local BAP which the site may be classified under are as follows;  

• Broad-leaved mixed woodland  

3.9 Based on information gathered from the sources listed in Table 1 and the surveyor’s 

knowledge, the following protected species were taken into account when the site assessment 

was carried out:  

• Great crested newt, common toad & common frog  

• Bats (all species)  

• Badgers  

• Birds  

• Reptiles  

• Water voles  

        Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey  

3.10 An Extended phase 1 habitat survey of the site was undertaken during February 2011. 

Descriptions of the principle habitats are provided below and are illustrated on Drawing 1. In 

brief the site contained the following habitats. 

 

3.11 The footprint of the development site, which includes all habitats affected by the 

development works, consists of:  

• Woodland Broad-leaved (Semi-natural & Plantation)  

• Scrub (Dense/continuous & Scattered)  

• Scattered Trees  

• Neutral Grassland Semi-improved  

• Tall Ruderal  

• Swamp  

• Standing Water  

• Boundaries (Fencing/Walls)  

3.12 The wider survey area, includes habitats within 30m of the development site and features 

of ecological interest located up to 250m from the development site contains:  

• Woodland Broad-leaved (Semi-natural & Plantation)  

• Scrub (Dense/continuous & Scattered)  

• Scattered Trees  

• Neutral Grassland Semi-improved  
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• Marshy Grassland  

• Improved Grassland  

• Tall Ruderal  

• Swamp  

• Standing Water  

• Running Water  

• Amenity Grassland  

• Ephemeral/Short Perennial  

• Introduced Shrub  

• Boundaries (Fencing/Walls)  

• Buildings  

• Bare Ground  

3.13 Descriptions of the principle habitats types that are to be impacted by the development 

found within the extended phase 1 habitat survey are reviewed within the following sections. 

This will also cover habitats that may support protected species. Features of ecological interest 

located within the wider survey area that are affected by the development works are also 

described. Features separated from the site that are unaffected by the development have been 

omitted.  

3.14 Target Notes have been provided for all semi-natural habitats that are deemed either 

ecologically important or have the potential to support protected species; see Appendix 2 for 

Target Notes.  

         Woodland Broad-leaved Semi-natural & Plantation  

3.15 The wider survey and development site area contain semi-natural broad-leaved woodland 

and broad-leaved plantation woodland. Tree species include; dominant common alder (Alnus 

glutinosa) within the plantation area with abundant goat willow (Salix caprea), frequent crack 

willow (Salix fragilis) with occasional aspen (Populus tremula), common alder and rare silver 

birch (Betula pendula) within the semi-natural woodland area. Dense bramble (Rubus fruticosus) 

scrub is present within some areas.  

3.16 Ground flora species include; abundant creeping bent (Agrostis stolonifera), frequent moss 

sp, soft rush, cock’s-foot and creeping bent with occasional common nettle (Urtica dioica), 

creeping buttercup, tufted hair-grass and willowherb sp.  

         Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered  

3.17 Scrub is relatively common habitat throughout the local vicinity and is found at several 

locations both within the wider survey area and the development site. Scrub species recorded 

include; locally frequent bramble, occasional broom (Cytisus scoparius), goat willow (Salix 

caprea), occasional crack willow (Salix fragilis) and pedunculate oak (Quercus robur).  

        Scattered Trees  

3.18 The site contains several scattered trees which are generally semi-mature to young in age. 

Species include; frequent aspen, goat willow and occasional crack willow.  
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Neutral Grassland Semi-improved  

3.19 Semi-improved neutral grasslands found within the wider survey area and the 

development site which were un-managed. Grasslands contained; abundant red fescue (Festuca 

rubra), locally frequent reed-canary-grass (Phalaris undinacea), frequent cock’s-foot (Dactylis 

glomerata), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), and tufted hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) with 

occasional common couch (Elymus pycnanthus) and perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne). 

Associated species present include; locally frequent great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), soft 

rush (Juncus effusus), hard rush (Juncus inflexus) and meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), 

frequent creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), sphagnum moss sp (Sphagnum sp), creeping 

thistle (Cirsium arvense), and other moss sp, occasional red clover (Trifolium pratense), broad-

leaved willowherb (Epilobium montanum), broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) and common 

ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) with rare ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata), selfheal (Prunella 

vulgaris), horsetail sp (Equisetum sp), common sorrel (Rumex acetosa) and common reedmace 

(Typha latifolia).  

Tall Ruderal  

3.20 Areas of tall ruderal are located within the wider survey area and the development site. 

Species of which include; great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), meadowsweet (Filipendula 

ulmaria), broad-leaved willowherb (Epilobium montanum) and broad-leaved dock (Rumex 

obtusifolius). Although the areas of tall ruderal are small in size they add to the diversity of 

habitat types within the survey area.  

Swamp  

3.21 There are small areas of wet and dry swamp within the wider survey area and the 

development site. Species include locally frequent common reedmace and reed canary-grass.  

Standing Water  

3.22 Standing water was found within the development site and the wider survey area, within 

250m of the site at several locations, as described fully within the Target Notes in Appendix 2.  

3.23 The standing water within the site is considered to be ephemeral pool located within a 

depression in the broad-leaved woodland (TN10). A small area of standing water was also 

observed within this area being approximately 10 metres perimeter and 100% shaded. Access 

was difficult to gain due to dense scrub surrounding the waters edge and water quality was 

clear and <20cm in depth. The base comprised of leaf litter and it is considered that this is an 

ephemeral pool due to the recent heavy rainfall.  

3.24 Standing water within the wider survey area comprise of small ephemeral pools, an old 

mill pond and a large fishing pond. This part of Lancashire supports a high density of ponds 

and these provide important habitats features generally increasing flora diversity, see drawing 

2 for pond locations.  

Running Water  

3.25 An un-named drainage ditch was located within the wider survey area. The ditch forms 

part of the drainage that maintains water levels at pond 2 and is a fast flowing ditch that feeds 

into standing water at TN11. The ditch width is between 0.5 and 1.5metres, with a depth of 

<0.5metres. The base comprises of stone and sediment and the water quality was clear at the 

time of survey. Banks range in angle between 40 degrees to the west and 60 degrees to the 

east. The ditch is heavily shaded to the northern area and bankside vegetation is scarce. 

Species present include; frequent soft rush, occasional bramble, creeping buttercup, moss sp and 

tufted hair-grass with rare reed canary-grass and foxglove (Digitalis purpurea). Evidence of 
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erosion is present on the eastern boundary and an outfall pipe is present on the western 

boundary.  

3.26 The following section evaluates habitats and their suitability to support species that are 

affected by the proposed development works.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.0 EVALUATION  

Habitat Evaluation  

Protected Sites & Priority Habitats  

4.1 The desktop study found one protected site and habitat located within 1 kilometre of the 

proposed development, Haslingden Grane, Valley and Reservoirs Biological Heritage Site. The 

development is considered to not directly or indirectly impact upon this protected site or habitat.  

Woodland Broad-leaved Semi-natural  
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4.2 The UK BAP identifies seven types of woodland as ‘Priority Habitats’. Included amongst 

these are ‘upland oak woodland’, ‘upland ash woodland’ and ‘wet woodland’. All three of these 

woodlands occur in Lancashire, but are often in intimate mixes with each other and other 

woodland types. The woodlands within the development site are considered not to fall into the 

UK or Local BAP categories.  

4.3 Generally woodland areas are considered to have a high conservation value habitat for 

their flora and fauna species they support and form important features within the landscape. 

Fauna species may include breeding birds, amphibians, foraging bats and other invertebrates. 

It is advised that works affecting woodland areas may need to take into account the above 

listed species prior to works.  

Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered  

4.4 Scrub is present in both dense and scattered forms throughout the development site and the 

wider survey area. Scrub habitats can be valuable for birds (breeding and foraging), 

invertebrates and foraging bats, including small mammals and amphibians (foraging and 

hibernating). Overall it is considered the loss of small areas of scrub to development is 

negligible.  

Scattered Trees  

4.5 Scattered trees are located within the development site and the wider survey. Scattered 

trees are important features within the landscape. Trees support a wide range of terrestrial 

invertebrates which in turn support foraging bats and birds. They are also important for 

breeding birds and can provide suitable bat roost habitat if they contain crevices.  

Neutral Grassland Semi-improved  

4.6 Improved grasslands are categorised as UK Broad Habitat as they account for the great 

majority of grasslands in rural parts of the UK. Species rich neutral grassland is a Lancashire 

BAP habitat. Improved grasslands are located outside  

the development site and will not be affected by the development works.  

4.7 The semi-improved grassland areas are not thought to fall into the Lancashire BAP species 

rich grassland habitat categories. The development site mainly comprises of this habitat type 

approximately 50% of the site area, but by its very nature the semi-improved grassland has 

limited noteworthy plant diversity. However, this habitat can provide value for farmland birds, 

mammal species such as brown hare and other small mammals including foraging bats.  

Tall Ruderal & Swamp  

4.8 Habitats such as tall ruderal and swamp communities are scattered throughout the wider 

survey area and the development site. These increase the diversity of habitats within the wider 

survey area and the development site, which form mosaic habitat in conjunction with grasslands. 

Within the development site these habitats form approximately 40% of the habitat types to be 

lost to the development, albeit they are not diverse in flora species. Areas of tall ruderal and 

swamp are present in the wider survey area and overall the loss of these habitats is considered 

to be negligible.  

4.9 Although these habitats comprise of a small areas they are linked to the standing water and 

other field boundaries and provide a more diverse range of habitats throughout the site. The 

dry swamp within the site provides suitable habitats for warbler species of bird.  

Standing Water  
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4.10 Ponds are a UK Broad Habitat ‘Standing water and Canals’ as they can create ecological 

hotspots within the wider countryside. In July 2008 a new UK Pond Habitat Action Plan 

(PondHAP) was introduced, which aims to identify ‘Priority ponds’ as part of the Million Ponds 

Project, led by Pond Conservation. Not all ponds will fall under the criteria and it is estimated 

that around 40% of all UK ponds will meet this. The small ephemeral pool that is affected by 

development is not considered to fall into this category.  

4.11 The wider survey area contains several areas of standing water which will not be directly 

affected by development. However, they may provide suitable habitat to support a number of 

protected animal species such as great crested newts, common toad and water vole.  

Running Water  

4.12 Dry drainage ditches fall under the UK Broad Habitat of Boundaries and Linear features 

for their conservation value within the landscape and drainage ditches containing water are 

also a Broad Habitat under ‘Standing water and Canals’. Several BAP species are intimately 

associated with them (e.g. otter and water vole).  

4.13 Drainage ditches are the ecological hotspots that form part of a network of corridors 

throughout the wider survey area. The, drainage ditches located within the wider survey area 

will not be directly affected by the development.  

4.14 The botanical value of the ditches was generally low but they provide valuable diversity 

of habitats to the survey areas. These can provide habitat for a range of wildlife including 

invertebrates, breeding birds and small mammals, including water voles and foraging bats.  

Other  

4.15 All wild plant species in Britain are protected from intentional uprooting by unauthorised 

persons. However, no plant species specifically protected under Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 were found on the site. Protected Species Evaluation  

4.16 As part of the extended phase 1 habitat survey, surveyors also recorded any wildlife 

observed. Particular emphasis was placed upon sightings of protected species or species of 

conservation interest. Direct observations of the species were noted. Furthermore, sites/habitats 

with potential to support the species were also noted, even if direct signs of presence were not 

apparent. This was done in order to scope the potential for protected species being present so 

that the Client could be advised on the basis of a precautionary principle before undertaking 

works.  

Amphibians  

4.17 The desktop study found records of amphibian (common frog) in the local area.  

4.18 The wider survey area contains a diverse range of suitable terrestrial habitat that would 

provide ideal foraging and hibernation habitat. The wider survey area contains several ponds 

that may provide suitable breeding habitat for amphibians, including great crested newts and 

common toad. Suitable habitats within the wider survey area will not be affected by 

development works.  

4.19 The wider survey area contains several water features of varying value to amphibians.  

4.20 Pond 2 is a large fishing pond that may hold higher potential for the more common 

amphibian species, as great crested newt larvae forage in open water and are subject to 

higher rates of fish predation than other species that prefer cover. Pond 2 does contain swards 

of greater reedmace that can be a favoured habitat for great crested newts.  
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4.21 Pond 3 is a small ephemeral pool that is considered to hold low value for amphibian 

breeding as it has a high potential to dry out over the amphibian breeding season.  

4.22 Pond 4 is a small pond that may hold potential breeding habitat for amphibian species.  

4.23 Pond 5 is a medium sized pond with stone banking that would reduce its potential for 

amphibians. It is located some distance from the development and there is an embankment 

separating the site and Pond 5 that may act as a form of a barrier.  

4.24 Pond 6 was viewed from an adjacent boundary and Pond 7 was identified through aerial 

photographs, a full assessment to consider their suitability to support breeding amphibians could 

not be completed on these ponds due to access restrictions.  

4.25 Pond 8 is an area of standing water that is formed by a culvert into which running water 

exits from a drainage pipe. The area is approximately 4 metres in perimeter with an unknown 

water depth. Water quality was clear and no aquatic vegetation was observed. It is considered 

to hold low breeding value for amphibian species.  

4.26 The development site contains suitable terrestrial habitats that provide ideal refuge and 

hibernation habitat in the form of; dense vegetation, underground in small mammal holes, 

amongst tree roots, woodland, tussocky grassland, scrub, tall ruderal and swamp areas. The 

development site contains Pond 1 which is a small ephemeral pool that is considered to hold low 

potential for amphibian breeding as it has a high potential to dry out over the amphibian 

breeding season.  

4.27 Great crested newts and the habitat they use for protection and shelter are protected 

under Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 and the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended).  

4.28 Common toad is a species of Principle Importance and a material consideration for 

planning.  

4.29 Further detailed surveys of all ponds located within the within 250m of the development 

site are required to identify presence/absence of amphibian species, to allow a full evaluation 

of the development upon amphibians.  

Badgers  

4.30 The desktop study found no records of badger in the local area.  

4.31 The wider survey area and the development site contain limited habitats suitable to 

support badger (Meles meles).  

4.32 Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act (1992). Sett 

interference includes: disturbing badgers whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as destroying 

a sett or obstructing it.  

4.33 A guideline distance of 30m from any active sett provides an indication of the potential 

for disturbance to badgers. No badger setts were found within 30m of the proposed 

development site. Therefore potential for disturbance to setts by development does not exist. 

No badger pathways or any other signs were observed throughout the survey area.  

Bats  

4.34 The desktop study found no records of bats in the local area.  

4.35 The wider survey area contains buildings, scattered trees and woodland that are 

considered to be suitable for roosting bats.  
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4.36 Linear features within the wider landscape such as hedgerows and associated waterbodies 

(including running and standing water) are likely to be those associated with greatest bat 

activity and disturbance should be minimised where possible.  

4.37 Habitats within the local area are considered ideal for foraging bats and it is highly likely 

that bats are present in the survey area.  

4.38 The development site contains a small number of trees that contain low potential as bat 

roost habitat. In general the trees present within the development site are young in age and do 

not contain the features that would provide suitable bat roosting habitat. A small number of 

willow species contained small cracks that with time may provide suitable roosting habitat, but 

currently are likely to hold water during periods of wet weather and are located within dense 

scrub areas that are heavily cluttered. Foraging habitats take for form of woodland edges, 

scrub and scattered trees.  

4.39 All British bats and their roosts are afforded protection under the Conservation of Habitats 

& Species Regulations 2010 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). They 

are listed under Annex IV of the Habitats Directive as in need of protection. The trees affected 

by development require further detailed surveys to determine their potential as bat roost 

habitat  

Birds  

4.40 The wider survey area provides a range of habitats suitable for birds such as plantation 

woodland, scattered trees, scrub, standing water, arable and pasture land.  

4.41 The development site provides a range of habitats suitable for birds such as, woodland, 

scattered trees, scrub and swamp areas.  

4.42 The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, states that all wild birds are protected. 

Under the WCA, it is an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird, to take damage or destroy 

the nest of any wild bird, or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. It is good practice to 

carry out any works outside the breeding season (March to August inclusive) that might affect 

nests of those species and result in an offence being committed.  

Reptiles  

4.43 The desktop study found records of adder within Haslingden Grane, Valley and Reservoirs 

Biological Heritage Site (BHS).  

4.44 Habitats within the wider survey area are considered to be suitable to support the more 

common reptile species such as slow worm (Anguis fragilis) and common lizard (Lacerta 

vivipara).  

4.45 Habitats within the site are considered suitable to support the more common reptile species 

such as common lizard. These suitable habitat areas are along the southern and eastern 

embankments, the majority of which should not be affected by the developments. A small section 

of the south embankment will be removed to enable access into the site but this section is 

considered to be less suitable for reptiles.  

4.46 Common reptiles receive some degree of protection through the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). And they are protection against killing and injuring. The habitats for 

these widespread species are not protected. Therefore, in practice this requires a reptile 

protection scheme before implementing planning permission. No specific licence is required. It is 

not an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to possess these animals.  
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4.47 Areas of habitats along the boundary of the development are considered suitable for 

reptiles. These areas are not to be disturbed by the development but as best practice a Method 

Statement should be produced that details procedures to follow during the development works.  

Water vole  

4.48 The desktop study found no records of water voles in the local area.  

4.49 Habitats within the wider survey area are present that could support water voles (Arvicola 

amphibius). The wider survey area contains several drainage ditches but most of these are 

heavily shaded with a shallow water depth and area considered to contain low potential to 

support water voles.  

4.50 There are no habitats located within 5m of the development site which are considered 

suitable to support water vole. No evidence of burrows or field signs was identified at the time 

of the survey within the wider survey area when brief investigations were undertaken.  

4.51 Water voles are one of the priority species identified in the UK Biodiversity Plans. Since 

1998 the water vole has received legal protection through being added to Schedule 5 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of Section 9 (4). The water vole 

has recently gained additional protection through the amendment of Schedule 5 by Statutory 

Instrument 2008 No. 431. The water vole and its habitat now receive full protection.  

Invasive Species Evaluation  

4.52 No invasive species were identified at the time of the survey within the development site or 

immediately adjacent to the development site.  

 

 

 

 

 

5.0 IMPACTS & RECOMMENDATIONS  

Habitats Impacts and Recommendations  

Habitat Overview  

5.1 Overall, the development site contains habitats of medium ecological value mainly consisting 

of neutral semi-improved grassland and dry swamp, tall ruderal, with smaller areas of dense 

and scattered scrub, broad-leaved woodland and a small ephemeral pond. Assuming the 

adoption of appropriate working practices, the overall potential for medium and long-term 

negative ecological impact is considered to be small within these areas.  

5.2 The overall medium ecological value of the above sectors, have been collated in the 

accompanying target notes and it is recommended that the below points are acted upon 

accordingly.  

5.3 In terms of habitats of higher ecological value, within the development site, these are 

woodlands, ephemeral pond, dense scrub and scattered trees. These habitats are located within 

the survey area and may be affected by development.  
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5.4 It is best practice to avoid and minimise disturbance to habitats of ecological interest and 

although there are no legal requirements upon UK and Local Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats, 

the planning authority has to take into consideration loss of overall biodiversity to development.  

5.5 The following sections briefly evaluate each habitat, provide advice upon each habitat and 

the species it is considered suitable to support. Full working method statements will need to be 

agreed to ensure that the minimum of disruption is caused to important habitats and species.  

Woodlands  

5.6 It is recommended that all development works near to woodlands takes great care to avoid 

impact or to ensure the absolute minimum of disturbance. The woodlands noted in TN10 and 

TN9 provide a linear feature to other wildlife features within the area. Ideally these areas of 

woodland should be retained and protected during the development works.  

5.7 If works cannot retain these features then compensation measures should be completed to 

ensure that there is a minimal loss of this habitat. Planting of trees species could be undertaken 

on the proposed bund areas, using native species of local provenance to compensate for the 

loss of woodland. This could be extended along the eastern boundary to enhance connectivity 

to the pond located at TN11.  

5.8 Any works near to trees should be carried out with adequate provision for root protection.  

5.9 The tree protection officer should be contacted prior to disturbance to trees to check if any 

tree protection orders (TPO) are standing.  

5.10 Fauna species that may need to be taken into consideration are include breeding birds, 

amphibians, foraging bats and other invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting woodland 

areas may need to take into account the above listed species prior to works.  

Scrub Dense/Continuous & Scattered  

5.11 Scrub areas are relatively common throughout the survey area. This can be a valuable 

wildlife habitat, particularly for breeding birds. It is recommended that scrub is retained where 

possible.  

5.12 If scrub cannot be retained then scrub should be compensated for within a landscape 

design for the site. Scrub areas should be planted, using native species of local provenance.  

5.13 In general scrub habitats are suitable to support a number of species including breeding 

birds, foraging bats, amphibians and other invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting 

scrub areas may need to take into account the above listed species prior to works.  

Scattered Trees  

5.14 The development work impacts semi-mature and young trees within and immediately 

adjacent to the site and the following points need to be taken into consideration.  

• Impacts to trees should be minimised where possible and trees to be retained will require 

adequate provision for root protection prior to any works.  

• There is a loss of scattered trees to development and mitigation works should be undertaken 

to replace trees on a minimum like for like basis to ensure that there is no net loss of biodiversity 

at the site. Tree species should be native and of local provenance.  

• Any trees that are affected by development should be checked prior to any works, to see if 

they fall under any Tree Preservation Order’s (TPO).  
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5.15 Consideration for tree dwelling species such as breeding birds may also need to be taken 

into consideration if trees are impacted by the proposed development.  

 

Neutral Grassland Semi-improved  

5.16 Neutral semi-improved grassland is relatively species poor, but in conjunction with the tall 

ruderal and dry swamp habitat they form a mosaic of habitats that overall contain medium 

ecological value, which will be lost to the development.  

5.17 As compensation it is proposed that the new bund surrounding the site shall be re-instated 

as species rich grassland, using native species of local provenance. Grassland creation should 

aim to meet UK and Local BAP targets. The areas of the bund are not affected then these 

should be over-seeded or plug planted using native species of local provenance to enhance any 

grassland retained on site.  

5.18 In general semi-improved grassland habitats are suitable to support a number of species 

including breeding birds, foraging bats and other small mammals, amphibians and other 

invertebrates. It is advised that works affecting this area may need to take into account the 

above listed species prior to works.  

Standing Water  

5.19 The retention of ponds, ditches and associated habitats is important. The proposed 

development may affect a small ephemeral pool located within woodland. This pool is 

considered to be a temporary water body, being shallow in depth and not containing any 

aquatic or marginal vegetation which could be present as a result of recent heavy rainfall. No 

further standing water habitats are directly or indirectly affected by the development works.  

5.20 Ideally the woodland habitat at TN10 should be retained and the ephemeral pool with it. 

However, the loss of such a pool is not considered to adversely affect the overall standing 

water habitats at the site considering the number of other standing water features present in the 

wider survey area. The development works should not affect the drainage ditch and therefore 

no further recommendations are required. However when working close to water bodies 

appropriate protection measures should be implemented to ensure their protection.  

5.21 If the development design changes and standing water is affected within the site or the 

wider survey area, the following needs to be implemented to ensure protected species are 

taken into consideration:-  

1) It is recommended that alternative options are reviewed to minimise disturbance to ponds 

and ditches  

2) If a pond is to be disturbed a Full Pond Survey should be undertaken prior to any works to 

advise any mitigation measures. Full implementation of appropriate working methods and 

mitigation procedures should be stated, and works, if necessary, should be carried under the 

supervision of a trained ecologist.  

3) Any work on ponds should take full account of protected species such as, amphibians and 

aquatic invertebrates  

Running Water  

5.22 The development does not impact upon running water habitats located within the wider 

survey area. However if the development design changes the Client is advised that works in and 
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adjacent to watercourses may need to take account of the Environment Agency North West 

Region Land Drainage Byelaws (1979) and the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act (1975).  

Species Impacts & Recommendations  

Amphibians  

5.23 Suitable aquatic and terrestrial habitats exist within 250m of the proposed development.  

5.24 It is recommended that a presence/absence survey is required to fully evaluate the 

impacts of the development should European Protected Species such as the great crested newt 

be present. The presence and absence survey should follow Natural England’s survey guidelines 

at a suitable time of year (spring). If great crested newts are found a population size class 

assessment may be required.  

5.25 If great crested newts are impacted by the proposed development, the Planning Authority 

will need to agree and approve a method statement for the protection of newts prior to the 

granting of planning permission. A European Protected Species (EPS) development licence would 

be required prior to any works commencing, which can only be applied for once planning 

permission has been granted.  

5.26 If great crested newts are found to be absent, mitigation for other species of amphibians 

such as common toad may be required. Local anglers confirmed the presence of common toad 

within the adjacent waterbody (Pond 2).  

Badgers  

5.27 No signs of badger were found during the extended phase 1 habitat survey within the 

development site or within 30m of the development site and no records were identified. The 

habitat present is considered to be of low value to badger being small in size and isolated from 

other suitable habitat by busy roads and running water.  

5.28 Therefore, there are no apparent implications with regards to development and badgers 

at the time of survey.  

Bats  

5.29 The wider survey area contains habitats that are considered ideal for bat species 

including roosting and foraging habitats. Therefore, it is highly likely that bats are present 

within the survey area and features such as ditches and woodland edges should be retained if 

possible, works kept to a minimum and habitats reinstated on completion of works.  

5.30 Low potential bat roosting habitat was observed within a small number of trees at TN10, 

these are considered to hold low potential due to the position of the cracks which would collect 

water in wet weather and the presence of dense development site are young in age. Therefore 

there are no apparent implications in relation to roosting bats and development, at the time of 

the survey.  

5.31 If at any time during removal of trees a bat is observed or suspected then all works must 

cease and further advice be sought from the acting consultant or Natural England. If a bat roost 

is found there may be a requirement for nocturnal and dawn surveys to be undertaken a 

suitable time of year (May to August).  

5.32 If the investigation and surveys find a bat roost that is impacted by development works, 

the Planning Authority will need to agree and approve a method statement for the protection of 

bat species prior to the granting of planning permission. A European Protected Species (EPS) 
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development licence may be required prior to any works commencing, which can only be 

applied for once planning permission has been granted.  

Breeding Birds  

5.33 The development has the potential to cause disturbance to breeding birds within the 

woodlands, scrub, dry swamp, grasslands and scattered trees. It is recommended that:  

1) If working during the bird breeding season (the bird breeding season is from March to 

August inclusive) is unavoidable, then a further survey for ground nesting birds and other 

breeding birds is carried out prior to working in all areas.  

2) If breeding birds are identified, a species assessment should be made and options to 

minimise the likelihood of any nest being damaged or destroyed. Options to avoid disturbance 

for Schedule 1 species will need implementing or a Natural England licence applied for.  

Reptiles  

5.34 Habitats suitable to support reptile species are present within boundaries of the site but 

these should not be affected by the works. As best practice a Method Statement should be 

produced that details procedures to follow during the works to help minimise any possible 

adverse affect on reptile species  

Water Vole  

5.35 Habitats suitable to support water voles are not present on site or within the immediate 

wider survey area. Therefore, there are no implications with regards to development and water 

voles and no further action is required.  

Other Recommendations  

Working Close To Water  

5.36 The proposed development site is in close proximity to a water body and it is therefore 

important that suitable anti-pollution measures are implemented, prior to any works.  

5.37 The Environment Agency has produced a series of PPG’s (PPG9) covering a variety of 

aspects which may need to be addressed when working within or near the water bodies, 

dependant on the development.  

Tree Protection Measures  

5.38 Tree root protection measures need to be considered in order to avoid damage to trees. 

The works should be carried out according to BS 5837: 2005 Trees in relation to construction 

recommendations.  

Planting Schemes  

5.39 It is further recommended that any planting schemes within the development should adhere 

to local planning policy and use native species of local provenance. Planting schemes should aim 

to meet Local Biodiversity Action Plan targets.  

Biodiversity Gain Recommendations  

5.40 In line with current planning policy new developments should ensure that there is a minimum 

of no net loss of biodiversity at a site and result in an overall biodiversity gain.  

5.41 Landscape proposals should ensure that there is no net loss of biodiversity at the site to 

development and aim to achieve a net gain. Habitats of ecological value include; mosaic 
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habitats, scrub and scattered trees. It is unlikely that a like for like compensation area can be 

achieved from reviewing the designs. Alternative options include enhancement to habitats that 

will be retained/recreated to increase diversity of flora and subsequently fauna species, to 

ensure that there is no overall net loss of biodiversity to development.  

5.42 Further possible recommendations to ensure that there is an overall biodiversity gain are 

as follows:  

• Installation of bat boxes of trees to be retained at the site. Bat boxes should be placed away 

from well lit areas, at suitable locations.  

• Installation of nesting bird boxes.  

• The creation for log piles for species that rely upon dying and dead wood and for hibernating 

and foraging amphibians and invertebrates.  

• The creation and installation of insect boxes.  
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APPENDIX 1  

Overview of Statutory Legislation & Planning Policy  

This is a brief summary of the ecological planning and legislative context generally applying to 

England. It is not a comprehensive view and does not purport to advise in relation to any 

specific site, species or habitat. Specific advice is provided in the main body of the report.  

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS  

The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) was published in response to Article 6 of 

the Rio Biodiversity Convention in 1992. The UKBAP is a set of national strategies for the 

conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of biological resources.  

Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are a series of documents setting out targets and actions for 

species of conservation concern. BAPs are divided into three main categories: National Habitats, 

National Species and Local Plans. The UKBAP contains action plans for 1150 ‘UK Priority 

Species’ and 65 ‘UK Priority Habitats’, considered of national conservation concern. In 2007 the 

UK Government endorsed a review of the UK list of priority species and habitats, and there has 

been dramatic increases priority species and priority habitats.  

The listing of a species or habitat in the UKBAP does not necessarily provide it with any 

statutory or planning policy protection. Some of the UK Priority species are statutorily 

protected, while others receive partial or no protection. However, the client is advised that 

many planning authorities have policies that provide protection to UKBAP species and habitats, 

in line with Planning Policy Statement 9.  

The 'UK Biodiversity Group Tranche 2 Action Plans' (HMSO, 1998) defines ‘UK Priority Species' 

as either globally threatened or rapidly declining in the UK, i.e. by greater than 50% in the last 

25 years.  

In addition to the UKBAP, many Local Authorities have prepared Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

(LBAP). These LBAPs highlight species and habitat types that are of national concern (UKBAP 

species and habitats) and may also include non UKBAP species that are of local concern. LBAPs 

will be prepared for these species and habitats.  

As with the UKBAP, listing of a habitat type, a site or a species in a LBAP does not confer any 

new statutory or planning policy protection. However, impacts upon sites, habitats or species 

prioritised in LBAPs may be a material consideration in a planning application.  

Natural England has mapped England and designated areas as Natural Areas each with its 

own ecological identity such as Cheshire Meres and Mosses, characterised by water bodies in 

boulder clay or peat. Conservation priorities are then identified for each individual natural 

area. For Cheshire Meres and Mosses this includes retaining and enhancing field hedgerow 

connections and water bodies. Natural areas have no legislative power but they do indicate 

which habitats are valued locally.  

Natural England is a non-departmental public body of the United Kingdom Government. It was 

formed in 2006 and the NERC Act sets out Natural England’s purpose “to ensure that the natural 

environment is conserved, enhanced and managed for the benefit of present and future 

generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development”.  

Natural England is responsible for ensuring that all England’s natural environment is protected 

and improved. This includes land, freshwater and marine environments, geology, soils, flora and 

fauna. Another responsibility is to help people have access to, educate, enjoy and understand 

their natural environment.  
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NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY GUIDANCE  

National Planning Guidance is issued in the form of Planning Policy Statements (PPS). The most 

relevant is PPS9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005). PPS9 sets out planning 

policies on protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the planning system. 

PPS12 (2004) Local Development Frameworks (which has replaced PPG12 (2001) Development 

Plans) and PPG13 (2001) Transport also takes into account nature conservation and biodiversity 

within the planning system. PPS9 highlights the need to consider biodiversity during all 

proposals for development. This involves the identification of features which are of local 

significance and enhancing these during development. PPS9 also emphasises that the UKBAP 

and the relevant LBAP are to be considered during planning and within the context of 

development. Although the PPS is provided as guidance for local authorities, it provides 

valuable information in relation to scheme design and the role of biodiversity within the 

planning system. Nature conservation issues are a key element in planning policy and decision.  

PPS9 places importance upon:  

• Sustaining, enhancing and restoring biodiversity  

• Recognising the tiers of importance of nature conservation sites (international,  

National and local)  

• The importance of protected species and biodiversity in general  

• The principle of avoiding damage to biodiversity via consideration of alternatives and 

ensuring adequate mitigation or compensation is incorporated within schemes requiring planning 

permission  

When a planning authority is considering a development proposal, which includes a statutorily 

protected species or a species of principal importance (i.e. prioritised in the UKBAP), that may 

cause harm to the species or its habitat, this is taken into consideration. The PPS9 reiterates to 

comply with legislation in relation to such statutorily protected and/or species of principal 

importance. Local Planning Authorities are obliged by the PPS9 to maximise opportunities for 

development within areas of biodiversity and geological features as part of good design. 

Where significant harm is unavoidable to biodiversity and geological features, adequate 

mitigation and/or compensation measures must be implemented otherwise planning permission 

will be refused.  

In accordance with The North West of England Regional Spatial Strategy Policy EM1 

(Integrated Enhancement and Protection of the Region’s Environmental Assets)  

Local Planning Authorities must also:-  

• Give priority to conserving and enhancing habitats and species which are of local, regional, 

national and international importance   

• Apply the principle of no net loss of resources as a minimum requirement by avoiding loss of 

or damage to natural assets, mitigate any unavoidable damage and compensate for 

loss/damage through offsetting actions  

• Ensure schemes result in an increase in biodiversity by contributing to the delivery of local, 

regional and national biodiversity objectives and targets, and deal with any issues of habitat 

fragmentation and species isolation.  

Natural England will also expect detailed surveys to have been carried out on site before any 

licences for species handling or habitat works are to be granted. It must be taken into account 
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that many protected species have wide habitat ranges and their presence outside the proposed 

development must always be considered. Many planning applications have failed because 

inadequate consideration was given to protected amphibian species terrestrial habitats that 

were present some distance from the proposed development.  

COUNTY, DISTRICT AND UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLANS  

District, County and Unitary Development Plans provide protection, both to sites and to certain 

species. This degree of protection varies according to different types of site and/or different 

species. Policies will always be very heavily weighted against development which might affect 

statutory wildlife sites. The development plan will allow for the designation and policy 

protection of nonstatutory wildlife sites, (sometimes generically called second-tier sites, to 

distinguish them from statutory sites). There are many names for these non-statutory wildlife sties 

which include; Site of Biological Importance (SBI), Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 

(SINC) and Biological Heritage Site (BHS). Often geological sites are grouped with ecological 

sites, for example Regionally Important Geological / Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) and 

Geological Heritage Sites (GHS). Non-statutory sites are usually identified by a fairly rigorous 

system of criteria which are adopted as supplementary planning guidance. The development 

plan usually also provides protection for any identified `Wildlife Corridors’ or 'Greenways'. 

Usually the extent of protection to non-statutory sites is not conclusive. However where 

development is considered to outweigh ecological interests, a mitigation strategy is usually 

required as a condition of a planning consent.  

STATUTORY LEGISLATION  

Statutory protection is afforded to specific species and wildlife sites by European Union 

Directives, several international conventions which the United Kingdom (UK) adheres to and 

various UK Acts and Parliament Regulations. The main Acts are  

• Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA), 1981 (as amended)  

• Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010  

The Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC) establishes statutory obligations 

for public bodies to have regard for biodiversity in the exercise of their operations. For 

planning conditions this includes decisions taken by Local Planning Authorities.  

STATUTORY WILDLIFE SITES  

Within the UK there are many designations for giving protection to sites of national or 

international importance. The most frequent designations to come across are summarised below:  

• Special Area of Conservation (SAC): An area of land or water of international (European) 

conservation importance which has been designated by European Union Member States under 

the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC). In England, the legal requirements for the 

designation of and management of SACs are specified within the Conservation of Habitats & 

Species Regulations 2010. In the UK, all SACs are also designated Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI).  

• Special Protection Area (SPA): A site of international (European) conservation importance for 

birdlife which has been designated by European Union Member States under the Birds Directive 

(Directive 79/409/EEC). The site is designated because of its regularly occurring migratory 

species and its rare and vulnerable birds, listed in Annex I to the Birds Directive. In the UK, all 

SPAs are also designated SSSIs.  
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• Ramsar site: A wetland of recognised international importance designated under the Ramsar 

Convention 1971. Large numbers of animals and plants depend on Ramsar sites for their 

survival. In the UK, all Ramsar sites are also designated as SSSIs.  

• National Nature Reserve (NNR): A nationally important nature reserve designated by Natural 

England under the WCA for its important wildlife habitat, geological formation and for scientific 

research. They are managed by either Natural England or an approved body. Many NNRs are 

also designated as SSSIs.  

• Local Nature Reserve (LNR): A nature reserve on public land, established by a Local Authority 

under s21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949. They are designated 

for their wildlife or geological features that are of special local interest. LNRs may or may not 

be Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): An area of land or water notified by Natural England 

under the WCA or the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act, 1949 as being of 

special nature conservation interest for its biological and geological features. SSSIs are 

important as they support many animals and plants that would not survive in the wider 

countryside.  

EUROPEAN PROTECTED SPECIES:  

European protected species include; great created newts, natterjack toads, bats and otters etc. 

The full list of European species is in the Conservation of Habitats & Species 2010. The extent of 

legal protection covers both the species and its habitat. European Protected Species are 

protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and it is an 

offence, with certain exceptions, to:  

• deliberately capture or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species;  

• deliberately disturb any such animal;  

• deliberately take or destroy eggs of any such wild animal;  

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such a wild animal;  

• deliberately pick, collect, cut, uproot or destroy a wild plant of a European Protected Species;  

• keep, transport, sell or exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, any live or dead wild animal 

or plant of a European Protected Species, or any part of, or anything derived from such a wild 

animal or plant.  

Any development or other activity that would result in a contravention of the above legislation 

would require a licence to avoid committing an offence. Natural England has powers to grant a 

licence for the following purposes;  

• Regulation 53(2)(e) - preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of 

overriding public interest including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial 

consequences of primary importance for the environment;  

• Regulation 53(2)(f) - preventing the spread of disease;  

• Regulation 53(2)(g) - preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops, 

vegetables, fruit, growing timber or any other form of property or to fisheries.  

Natural England can only issue a licence if it is satisfied that the activity meets one of the above 

purposes and is also satisfied of the following;  
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• Regulation 53(9)(a) - that there is no satisfactory alternative, and  

• Regulation 53(9)(b) - that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of 

the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural 

range.  

Natural England requires Local Planning Authorities to consider the size and significance of 

impact of the proposed development on the European species and their habitat. As well as the 

need for the development and consideration of possible development alternatives, before 

determining planning applications that could affect European protected species.  

STATUTORILY PROTECTED SPECIES & THEIR HABITATS  

In most cases relevant to planning applications, protected species are those listed in  

• Schedule 1, 5 and 8 of the WCA (as amended). The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the 

domestic implementation of the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and 

Natural Habitats (the Bern Convention) and was amended by the Countryside and Rights of 

Way Act 2000.  

• The Protection of Badgers Act, 1992 (PBA);  

• The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations, 1994 now the Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulation 2010.  

The extent of legal protection varies between species and also the protocols for development 

which affects such species. When considering development and how it impacts protected species 

it is vital to obtain site-specific advice before formulating an action plan. The following 

paragraphs are outlines of legal protection afforded to some of the species most frequently 

encountered.  

Badgers and their setts are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act (1992). The 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 was designed to protect badgers from baiting and deliberate 

harm or injury. It also contains restrictions that apply more widely. It is an offence to:  

• Wilfully kill, injure or take, or attempt to kill, injure or take a badger.  

• Cruelly ill-treat a badger, dig for badgers, use badger tongs, using a firearm other than the 

type specified under the exceptions within the Act.  

• Interfere with a badger sett by damaging, destroying, obstructing, causing a dog to enter a 

sett, disturbing an occupied sett - either by intent or by negligence.  

• Sell or offer for sale a live badger, have possession or control of a live badger.  

• Mark a badger or attach any ring, tag, or other marking device to a badger. Sett 

interference includes: disturbing badgers whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as destroying 

a sett or obstructing it.  

Developments within 30 metres of a badger sett require a licence from Natural England, which 

permits the following work to be undertaken near a sett, even if there is no direct damage to 

the sett -  

• Using very heavy machinery (generally tracked vehicles) within 30m of any entrance to an 

active sett;  

• Using lighter machinery (generally wheeled vehicles), particularly for any digging operation, 

within 20m;  



 

Arbconsultants ltd 
The Rural Business Centre, Myerscough College, Bilsborrow, Preston, Lancashire PR3 0RY 

Tel: 01995 642321 Email: enquiries@arbconsultants.co.uk 

Web: www.arbconsultants.co.uk 

• Light work such as hand digging or scrub clearance within 10m.  

In terms of development, a licence is required from Natural England if the scheme involves the 

destruction of a recently active sett (even if an outlier). Adequate protection of the animals is 

required by Natural England. This means alternative conditions will be needed and disturbance 

will not be permitted during hibernation or early spring, when badgers are gestating or have 

dependent young. Natural England will tend to object to the loss of a main sett.  

Great crested newts and the habitat they use for protection and shelter are protected under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and Conservation of Habitats & Species 

Regulations 2010. This legislation applies to all life forms of a great crested newt. It is an 

offence to:  

• Intentionally kill, injure or take a great crested newt  

• Deliberately capture or kill a great crested newt  

• Possess or control any live or dead specimen or anything derived from a great crested newt  

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place used 

for breeding, shelter or protection by a great crested newt  

• Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly disturb a great crested newt while it is occupying a 

structure or place which it uses for that purpose  

• Deliberately take or destroy the eggs of a great crested newt Any potential development on 

a great crested newt site will depend on the size of the great crested newt population, the 

locality and the potential impact from the development. If great crested newts are likely to be 

or are present then an extended period of time for alternative habitat creation, trapping, 

mitigation, site management and monitoring will have to be accounted for.  

Common reptiles all receive some degree of protection through the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). There are two different levels of protection afforded to reptiles 

through the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; this results from different parts of Section 9 of 

the Act applying to the different species (as specified in Schedule 5).  

Full protection applies to the sand lizard and smooth snake as they are European Protected 

Species. All parts of Section 9 of the WCA apply. In addition, these species are afforded 

protection under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2010, see European 

Protected Species section above.  

Partial protection against killing, injuring and sale applies to the four widespread species of 

reptile, namely the common lizard, slow-worm, grass snake and adder. Only part of sub-section 

9(1) and all of sub-section 9(5) of the WCA apply. These prohibit the intentional killing and 

injuring and trade (i.e. sale, barter, exchange, transporting for sale and advertising to sell or to 

buy). The habitats for these widespread species are not protected. Therefore, in practice this 

requires a reptile protection scheme before implementing a planning permission. No specific 

licence is required. It is not an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to possess 

these animals. The rarer reptiles require a protection and conservation scheme, and Natural 

England may not grant such licences unless they are assured that protection and conservation is 

guaranteed.  

Red squirrels The red squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) is protected under Schedules 5 and 6 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (WAC). Under this legislation it is illegal to 

"intentionally kill, injure or take" or "damage, destroy or obstruct" access to any structure or 

place used for shelter or protection, or to disturb any animal while it is in a drey.  
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Water voles are one of the priority species identified in the UK Biodiversity Plans. Since 1998 

the water vole has received legal protection through being added to Schedule 5 of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in respect of Section 9 (4). The water vole has recently 

gained additional protection through the amendment of Schedule 5 by Statutory Instrument 

2008 No. 431. The water vole and its habitat now receive full protection. Prior to this the water 

vole only had limited protection. It is now an offence to:  

• Intentionally kill, injure, or take a water vole from the wild  

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place used 

for shelter or protection.  

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb water voles whilst occupying a structure or place used for 

that purpose.  

• Possess or sell any part of the live or dead water vole  

• Publish or cause to be published any advertisement which conveys the buying or selling of 

water voles.  

In certain cases, listed below, licenses may be granted by Natural England to permit activities 

outlawed by the Act:-  

• Scientific or educational purposes  

• Purposes of ringing or marking  

• Conserving wild animals or introducing them into a particular area  

• Preserving public health or public safety  

• Preventing the spread of disease  

• Preventing serious damage to any form of property or to fisheries  

It is essential that water vole surveys, mitigation design and implementation are taken into 

account at an early stage to avoid significant costs and delays.  

Wild birds - The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, states that all wild birds are 

protected. Under the WCA, it is an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird, to take damage 

or destroy the nest of any wild bird, or to take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. A special 

penalty is levied to any of the above offences being committed in conjunction with a bird listed 

on Schedule 1 of the WCA. It is also an offence if a person disturbs any bird listed on Schedule 

1 while it is building a nest, is on or near a nest containing young, or disturbs dependent young 

of such a bird.  

The recent Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, has made it an offence to intentionally or 

recklessly disturb Schedule 1 species as above, and also an offence to intentionally or recklessly 

take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird or its eggs or dependent young.  

BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) species - These are bird species of conservation concern (see 

below for definitions), which are selected as priority species under one or more of the following 

criteria: species which are globally threatened and species which are rapidly declining in the 

UK, i.e. by more than 50% in the last 25 years. An action plan for each of these species has 

been developed to set specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time-bounded targets for 

the species concerned. Each plan has been costed and then finalised by consensus across the full 

range of statutory and non-statutory organisations represented on the UK Biodiversity Group.  
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The BAP identifies the work that is necessary to improve the adverse status of these species.  

Birds of conservation concern: 2002 - 2007: The leading governmental and nongovernmental 

conservation organisations in the UK have reviewed the population status of the birds that are 

regularly found here. Three lists have been produced that comprise of the following  

Red list species are those that are Globally Threatened according to IUCN criteria; those whose 

population or range has declined rapidly in recent years; and those that have declined 

historically and have not shown a substantial recovery.  

Amber list species are those with an unfavourable conservation status in Europe; whose 

population or range has declined moderately in recent years; those whose population has 

declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery; rare breeders and those with 

internationally important or localised populations.  

Green list species are species that fulfil none of the above criteria. These species are not 

included in the evaluation.  

The lists update earlier assessments, Birds of conservation concern and Birds of conservation 

importance, which were published in 1996. The population status of birds is reviewed every five 

years to keep track of changes in abundance and range. The new lists are based on the most 

up-to-date information available.  

White-clawed crayfish are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended), Appendix III of the Berne Convention 1982 and Annexes II and V of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. The species has also been included in 

the IUCN Red Data List, and has been selected for special conservation measures within the UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group Report 1995.  

Invertebrates – there are few species which are listed in the UKBAP or that have statutory 

protection. Many species are thought to be rare and/or vulnerable. These species are known as 

Red Data Book (RDB) species. Red Data Book Species are often listed within LBAPs. Within this 

classification there are various grades of ecological sensitivity based on the frequency of 

occurrence within 10km squares of the National Grid:  

• Rare/Vulnerable Species - occurs in 15 or fewer 10km squares  

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) – occurs in 16 to 100 10km squares  

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) Category A - occurs in 30 or less 10km squares  

• Nationally Notable (Scarce) Category B - occurs between 31 and 100, 10km squares  

PROTECTION OF ANIMALS  

All animals are protected by the Animal Welfare Act 2006, which prohibits unnecessary 

suffering, cruelty and mistreatment. For example releasing a great crested newt in such a way 

as to cause undue suffering may be an offence under the Abandonment of Animals Act 1960. In 

addition to the above, there are various statutory provisions relating to the transport of animals, 

designed to ensure their welfare.  

PLANT PROTECTION  

Statutorily protected plants are listed in Schedule 8 of the WCA. With reference to 

development these plants do tend to be very rare and not frequently encountered, for example 

the bluebell statutorily protected, but this prohibits commercial bulb picking from the wild rather 

than to prohibit development.  



 

Arbconsultants ltd 
The Rural Business Centre, Myerscough College, Bilsborrow, Preston, Lancashire PR3 0RY 

Tel: 01995 642321 Email: enquiries@arbconsultants.co.uk 

Web: www.arbconsultants.co.uk 

 

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

There is a category of plants whereby if they were introduced or caused to spread into the wild 

it would be deemed an offence under the WCA. Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and 

Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) are listed under the WCA as invasive non-native 

species (part 2, Section 14), including a large list of additional species added to Schedule 9 in 

April 2010. These provisions are necessary to prevent the establishment of non-native species 

which may be detrimental to our native wildlife. Japanese knotweed has an extensive root 

system and new plants can regenerate rapidly from the smallest fragments of rhizome. Material 

containing this species is classed as controlled waste under the Environmental Protection Act 

(Duty of Care) Regulations 1991. The disposal of such waste requires that all parties follow a 

strict code of practice and maintain adequate records regarding their conduct.  

HEDGEROWS  

The Hedgerow Regulations are made under Section 97 of the Environment Act 1995 and came 

into operation on 1st of June 1997. They aim to protect important hedgerows in the countryside 

by controlling their removal through a system of notification to the Local Planning Authority.  

A hedgerow can only be considered for classification as “important” if it, or the hedgerow of 

which the section belongs to is over 20m in length (or which meets a hedgerow at either end) 

and has existed for 30 years or more.  

WATERCOURSES  

Works that may have an impact upon water courses are covered by the Environment Act 1995. 

The broad remit of the Act covers all aspects of water bodies, and includes water quality, 

conservation, fisheries and navigation amongst others. In addition to the Environment Act there 

are locally relevant Land Drainage Byelaws. The Environment Agency North West Region Land 

Drainage Byelaws 1979 covers issues such as issuance of Consents for carrying out works on or 

nearby to a water course. The client needs to be aware that the Environment Agency should be 

consulted as they have a statutory interest in works affecting water bodies. The Environment 

Agency has a duty to promote the conservation of flora and fauna that are dependent upon 

water bodies.  
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APPENDIX 2  

EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY TARGET NOTES  

TN1 – Neutral grassland semi-improved  

Neutral grassland semi-improved is located on a raised area, comprising of large stones and 

this forms the majority of habitat contained within the site which is rank. Small areas of 

scattered scrub, marshy grassland, tall ruderal and dry swamp are present and form a mosaic 

of habitats within this area. Grass species include; abundant red fescue (Festuca rubra), locally 

frequent reed-canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea), frequent cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), 

Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), tufted hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) and occasional 

common couch (Elymus pycnanthus) and perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne). Associated species 

present include; locally frequent great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), soft rush (Juncus effusus), 

hard rush (Juncus inflexus) and meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), frequent creeping buttercup 

(Ranunculus repens), sphagnum moss sp (Sphagnum sp), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), and 

other moss sp, occasional red clover (Trifolium pratense), broad-leaved willowherb (Epilobium 

montanum), broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) and common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 

with rare ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata), selfheal (Prunella vulgaris), horsetail sp 

(Equisetum sp), and common reedmace (Typha latifolia). Scattered scrub within this area 

includes; locally frequent bramble (Rubus fruticosus), frequent goat willow (Salix caprea), 

occasional crack willow (Salix fragilis) and rare broom (Cytisus scoparius) and pedunculate oak 

(Quercus robur).  

TN2 - Scattered trees, broad-leaved & scrub  

Access was restricted to parts of this area due to very dense vegetation. A number of young to 

semi-mature trees are present with some scattered scrub resulting from regeneration of the tree 

species. Scattered tree species include; frequent aspen (Populus tremula), goat willow and 

occasional crack willow, which are interspersed with areas of scattered scrub with smaller areas 

of dry swamp and semi-improved grassland, as noted in TN1.  

TN3 – Other (Disturbed area of ground)  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is an area of disturbed ground comprising of mounds of 

earth, tarmac areas, a metal container and debris. The predominant habitat is neutral grassland 

semi-improved, species include; frequent Yorkshire fog, red fescue, common bent (Agrostis 

capillaries), common couch and large-leaved Timothy (Phleum pratense) with occasional tufted 

hair-grass and cock’s-foot. Associated species include; frequent moss sp, occasional broad-

leaved dock, soft rush and creeping buttercup with rare pendulous sedge (Carex pendula), 

wood avens (Geum urbanum), red clover, selfheal and dandelion agg (Taraxacum agg). Scrub 

species present include locally frequent goat willow.  

TN4 – Ephemeral/short perennial  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is an area of ephemeral/short perennial that has formed 

on a small mound of stone debris. Grass species present include; abundant Yorkshire fog with 

occasional tufted hair-grass, common bent. Associated species include; frequent moss sp, 

occasional broad-leaved willowherb, creeping thistle and broad-leaved dock with rare common 

ragwort and selfheal. Scrub is present in the form of occasional bramble and rare  

TN5 –Swamp, marshy grassland & standing water (Pond 8)  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is an area of dry swamp, marshy grassland and standing 

water that form a mosaic of habitats. The standing water is due to the presence of a culvert into 

which running water exits from a drainage pipe. The area is approximately 4 metres in 
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perimeter with an unknown water depth. Water quality was clear and no aquatic vegetation 

was observed. Bankside grass species overhang into the water area, which is fenced from the 

surrounding habitat by a steel grill. Dry swamp habitat comprises of abundant reed canary-

grass, and the marshy grassland contains; abundant soft rush, frequent Yorkshire fog, occasional 

tufted hair-grass and cock’s-foot with locally frequent creping buttercup, occasional creeping 

thistle, broad-leaved dock and moss sp. Occasional bramble is also present in this area.  

TN6 – Neutral grassland semi-improved  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is an area of species poor semi-improved grassland that 

forms part of a pathway to the north of the site. Species are consistent with TN5 and comprise 

of locally abundant reed canary-grass, frequent soft rush, moss sp and Yorkshire fog, with 

occasional tufted hair-grass, broad-leaved dock and rare common sorrel (Rumex acetosa) and 

meadowsweet. Scrub includes occasional goat willow and bramble.  

TN7 – Swamp  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is an area of improved grassland that contains smaller 

areas of marshy grassland and a large area of locally abundant common reedmace. From the 

species present it would appear that this area is wet for periods of time, although no obvious 

pond was evident and only a small spring was observed. This area was viewed from the 

adjacent field boundary.  

TN8 – Running water  

Located within the 30 metre boundary is a fast flowing ditch that feeds into standing water at 

TN11. The ditch width is between 0.5 and 1.5metres wide with a depth of <0.5metres. The 

base comprises of stone and sediment and the water quality was clear at the time of survey. 

Banks range in angle between 40 degrees to the west and 60 degrees to the east. The ditch is 

heavily shaded to the northern area and bank vegetation is scarce. Species present include; 

frequent soft rush, occasional bramble, creeping buttercup, moss sp and tufted hair-grass with 

rare reed canary-grass and foxglove (Digitalis purpurea). Evidence of erosion is present on the 

eastern boundary and an outfall pipe is present on the western boundary. No evidence of 

water vole was observed at the time of the survey, although for health and safety reasons a full 

survey was not completed.  

TN9 – Woodland, broad-leaved plantation  

Small plantation woodland located within the 30metre boundary and the north-eastern edge of 

the site. Dominated by common alder (Alnus glutinosa) the ground was wet at the time of the 

survey and flora is relatively sparse with species including; abundant creeping bent (Agrostis 

stolonifera), frequent cock’s-foot, creeping buttercup and soft rush with occasional tufted hair-

grass, willowherb sp (Epilobium sp) and moss sp.  

TN10 – Woodland, broad-leaved semi-natural & ephemeral standing water (Pond 1)  

Located on the northern boundary of the site is a linear band of broad-leaved woodland that 

may have been previously planted, however areas appear to be semi-natural. Tree species 

include; abundant goat willow, frequent crack willow with occasional aspen, common alder and 

rare silver birch (Betula pendula). Natural regeneration of some these species is occurring and 

locally abundant bramble is also present as a dense scrub layer. Ground flora species are 

sparse in areas and species include; frequent moss sp, cock’s-foot and creeping bent with 

occasional common nettle (Urtica dioica), creeping buttercup, tufted hair-grass and willowherb 

species. A small area of standing water was also observed within this area, being 

approximately 10 metres in perimeter and 100% shaded. Access was difficult to gain due to 

dense scrub surrounding the waters edge and water quality was clear and <20cm in depth. The 
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base comprised of leaf litter and it is considered that this is an ephemeral pool due to the 

recent heavy rainfall.  

TN11 – Standing water (Pond 2)  

A large area of standing water is located within the 30metre boundary and the wider survey 

area. The waterbody is fed by the ditch at TN8 and is approximately 280- 300 metres n 

perimeter. The base comprises of sediment and is over 3metres in depth. Scattered trees 

comprising of common alder, crack willow and goat willow and fencing are present on the north 

and eastern boundary of the waterbody and shade <10% of the waters area. Aquatic 

vegetation is sparse comprising of occasional brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), marginal 

vegetation species include; locally abundant common reedmace, locally frequent reed canary-

grass and frequent soft rush. Local fishermen were present and informed the surveyor that fish 

such as roach (Rutilus rutilus), perch (Perca fluviatilis), carp (Carpio sp), tench (Tinca tinca) and 

trout (Salmo trutta) had been caught. Amphibian such as common toad (Bufo bufo) and common 

frog (Rana temporaria) were also observed. Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus), mallard (Anas 

platyrhynchos) and dragon flies were also regularly seen.  

TN12 – Standing water (Pond 3)  

A small area of standing water that is approximately 3m in perimeter and <15cm deep.  

Water quality was clear and the base comprised of leaf litter. The water area was shaded 

40% by an adjacent tree and it is considered to be an ephemeral waterbody being present 

due to the recent heavy rain.  

TN13 – Standing water (Pond 4)  

Approximately 13metres in perimeter the waterbody is <1 metre in depth and contains a leaf 

litter base and has a clear water quality. The water area is shaded 20% by an adjacent tree, 

soft rush and flote-grass (Glyceria fluitans) is present. The pond is located within an area of 

rough grassland, tall ruderal with occasional scrub. No fish were observed and debris was 

evident in this area.  

TN14 – Standing water (Pond 5)  

Approximately 35metres in perimeter the waterbody is located at the bottom of a steep 

embankment that is approximately 60% in gradient and 15 metres in height. The waterbody is 

>1 metre in depth with a leaf litter base and a clear water quality. Marginal vegetation 

includes; soft rush, reed canary-grass and flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and greater willowherb. 

The banks of the waterbody comprise of stone slabs for approximately 95% with an outfall 

pipe completing the remaining 5%. Aquatic vegetation was limited and no evidence of fish was 

observed. The water area is shaded approximately 5% from adjacent trees.  

TN15 – Standing water (Pond 6)  

Located on the edge of the 30metre boundary an area of standing water was observed from 

the adjacent fence line. Full assessment of this area was not completed and it may be that this is 

an overflow from the adjacent ditch TN8.  

TN16 – Standing water (Pond 7)  

Located within the wider survey area and area of standing water has been identified by the 

use of aerial photographs online. Access into this area was not gained and a further assessment 

was therefore not completed.  
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Dwg 1:Extended Phase 1 Habitat Map  
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Dwg 2: Pond Location Plan 
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Dwg 3: Proposed Development 
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