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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.1 Members are recommended to approve the write off of £32,258.51 in respect of irrecoverable 
Non-Domestic Rate debt (NNDR). 

1.2 Members are recommended to approve the write off of £11,181.51 in respect of irrecoverable 
Council Tax debt. 

  
2. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
2.1 The purpose of the report is to request member authority to write off bad debts of  Non-

Domestic Rates & Council Tax which are above the delegated limit of £5000 (see appendix).      
  
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
3.1 The matters discussed in this report impact directly on the following corporate priorities: 

 

 A connected and successful Rossendale that welcomes sustainable growth: our 
priority is to ensure that we are well connected to our residents, key partners and 
stakeholders. We want to make the most of every pound we spend and we are always 
looking for new and innovative ways to make the resources we do have, work harder for 
us. 

 A proud, healthy and vibrant Rossendale: our priority is to ensure that we are creating 
and maintaining a healthy and vibrant place for people to live and visit. 

  
4.   RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS 
4.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this  report. 
  
5.   BACKGROUND AND OPTIONS 
5.1 It is prudent practice to clear any debts from the ledgers which are now deemed to be 

irrecoverable. 
 
5.2 

 
The sum of £32,258.51 is regarded as irrecoverable in respect of NNDR; the companies in 
question having variously gone into liquidation or absconded and the debts are therefore 
recommended for write off.  The write off amount is the total unpaid tax, due to the tier split 
between central government, county council and district, Rossendale will bear 40% of this 
sum directly.  
 

5.3 
 
 

The sum of £11,181.51 is regarded as irrecoverable in respect of Council Tax; it relates to two 
individuals who cannot be traced.  The write off amount is the total unpaid tax. Due to the split 
between precepts, Rossendale will bear approx. 15% of this sum directly. 
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5.4 
 

A record of all debts written off is maintained in the event that there is an opportunity for future 
collections. 

  
 COMMENTS FROM STATUTORY OFFICERS: 
6. SECTION 151 OFFICER 
6.1 
 
6.2 

Financial matters are noted in the report. 
 
The Council has previously set aside a general provision for potential bad debts.  That said 
the actual direct cost to council is: 
 
- NNDR  £12,923.76 (40%) 
- Council Tax  £1,677.23 (c 15%) 

 
7. 

 
MONITORING OFFICER 

7.1 There are no specific implications arising from the report as all means of recovery have 
presently been exhausted.   

  
8. POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT 
8.1 The proposed write offs set out in this report are recommended in accordance with the 

Council’s agreed write off policies and procedures. 
 
All write-offs are considered with due regard on their own merit as required.  This report is not 
proposing new services, policies, strategies, or plans (or significant changes to or reviews of 
them).  It does not propose decisions about budget cuts or service changes/reductions.  It is 
determined therefore, that this report is unlikely to have any adverse impacts under the 
Council's Equality Policy or associated equality duties, and has not been assessed for 
equalities impacts. 
 
No HR implications arising from this report.  

  
9. CONCLUSION 
9.1 The write-offs are within the provisions available and recommendation to write off is made 

within the grounds of prudence before the financial year end. 
  
 
 



Ref No Name of Debtor Address of Property Period Reason Amount Total

*****035 Perform Centre Ltd 2012/2013 Irrecoverable. Director's address in Devon is £10,457.00

2013/2014 incorrect. No further information regarding £10,076.00

BB4 5EN a forwarding address. Company are inactive
£20,533.00

*****715 The ratepayer Wood Top Chapel 2014/2015 Irrecoverable. Mr Main not registered at forwarding £1,537.04

Bury Road 2015/2016 address since 2010. No other address available £4,034.96

BB4 6DJ £5,572.00

*****119 Blossoms Private Day Nursery Ltd Vale Street 2018 Company went into LIQ wef 25.02.2019 £6,153.51

Bacup £6,153.51

OL13 9TZ

£32,258.51

Unit 6 Waterside Rd

Haslingden

ROSSENDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

NON RECOVERABLE LOCAL TAXATION DEBTS FOR WRITE OFF



Ref No Name of Debtor Address of Property Period Reason Amount Total

2006/2007 All avenues of recovery exhausted.  The Liability £53.14

*****238 Councii Tax Payer *** Market Street 2007/2008 Orders have all gone to each enforcement companies £744.82

Whitworth 2008/2009 but have all been returned nulla bona. £278.63

OL12 *** 2011/2012 Property was rented so unable to obtain charging orders £210.27

2013/2014 Not suitable for bankruptcy action £648.00

2014/2015 Debtor has now left Rossendale so debt no longer accruing £801.87

2015/2016 £815.05

2016/2017 £839.50

2017/2018 £867.26

2018/2019 £659.34

£5,917.88

*****794 Council Tax Payer *** Rochdale Rd 2004/2005 Debtor has absconded however all Liability Orders £540.84

Bacup 2005/2006 have all gone to each enforcement companies £668.83

OL12 *** 2006/2007 but have all been returned nulla bona. £698.61

2007/2008 Property was rented so unable to obtain charging orders £702.00

2008/2009 Not suitable for bankruptcy action £759.72

2009/2010 Committal action failed £253.24

2010/2011 £1,003.13

£637.26

£5,263.63

£11,181.51

ROSSENDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL
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