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1. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

1.1 Cabinet are asked to note the report. 

  
2. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
2.1 To update Cabinet on the development and delivery of the Stubbylee Park Masterplan 
  
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
3.1 The matters discussed in this report impact directly on the following corporate priorities: 

 Regenerating Rossendale: This priority focuses on regeneration in its broadest sense, so 
it means supporting communities that get on well together, attracting sustainable 
investment, promoting Rossendale, as well as working as an enabler to promote the 
physical regeneration of Rossendale.  

 Responsive Value for Money Services: This priority is about the Council working 
collaboratively, being a provider, procurer and a commissioner of services that are efficient 
and that meet the needs of local people.  

 Clean Green Rossendale: This priority focuses on clean streets and town centres and 
well managed open spaces, whilst recognising that the Council has to work with 
communities and as a partner to deliver this ambition.  

  
4.   RISK ASSESSMENT IMPLICATIONS 
4.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this  report. 
  
5.   BACKGROUND AND OPTIONS 
5.1 In May 2015 Newground, supported by Bacup Pride carried out extensive public consultation 

as part of the Stubbylee Masterplan - 500 questionnaires were delivered to all the houses in 
the immediate areas.  There was also consultation as part of Bacup And Stacksteads Carnival 
on June 24th 2015.  The findings from the consultation helped to shape the Stubbylee 
Masterplan and key areas for development in the park which included: 
 

 East, West and Middle Entrances 

 Health and wellbeing opportunities 

 The Dell 

 The Duck Pond 

 Sunken Gardens 

 Rose Garden Perimeter Wall 

 Footpaths and lighting 

 Pump Track facility 

 Information for visitors 
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 Stubbylee Partners Group 

 Community Allotments 

 Stubbylee café development 

 National Cycle way  
 

To support delivery of the Masterplan a Steering Group was established including Cllrs Jackie 
Oakes, Barbara Ashworth and Christine Lamb together with representatives from the Friends 
of Stubbylee Group, Newground and Council Officer. 

 
The Steering Group adopted a strategy which looked to deliver the Masterplan through a 
range of individual improvement projects using funding through 106 monies, local and 
national grant schemes, Up and Active Funding, resources within the Parks Service, support 
from the Friends Group and the Community Greenhouses Group and managed in accordance 
with the Council’s Community Led Projects Policy.  

 
The Masterplan is attached for information and set out below is a summary of delivery plan 
progress and plans for the future. 
 

5.2 In early 2016 improvements were made to the main entrances to Stubbylee and Moorlands 
Parks.  This included cleaning of stonework, realignment of pillars and coping stones, 
repointing and replacing stonework, and repainting of the gates which makes the Parks much 
more inviting places to visit.  In addition new benches were installed and improvements made 
to footpath surfaces and cobbled areas at the entrances.  A sign posted 1 mile walking route 
through the parks, adopting the Up and Active campaign was created to promote 
opportunities for exercise and enjoyment as part of a healthy lifestyles programme. 
 

5.3 All directional signs within the Park were cleaned and renovated along with 17 lighting 
columns.  All footpaths in the Park have been assessed and urgent works prioritised - a wider 
programme of footpath improvements will be considered through the Council’s capital funding 
programme. 
 

5.4 The Duck pond and surrounding area and the Dell were two features highlighted in public 
consultation as in need of attention.  The Parks Team has carried out some rhododendron 
clearance in the Dell, and working is progressing with Landscape Architects to create new 
features for both areas that will attract people into the Park.  The intention is to remove the 
current unattractive fencing that surrounds the pond and carry out tree work to open it up as a 
feature that can be used and enjoyed, with paths leading down to the water and a bespoke 
platform for pond dipping.  At the same time works to the Dell will involve mainly resurfacing, 
repairs to the channels and installation of the original style timber footbridges and benches.  A 
tender process will begin in January leading to completion of the work for Easter 2017. 
 
The Community Allotments site has been cleared of all shrubs and overgrown vegetation by 
the Parks Team, and tree work has been carried out to remove limbs overhanging the plot 
and to allow more light in to encourage growth and lease arrangement are currently being 
finalised. 
 

5.5 The Rose Garden wall repairs along with repairs to wall between Stubbylee Lane and bowling 
area where completed in Autumn 2016.  
 
The Rose Garden wall originally heated (for the growth of soft fruit trees) with pipes 
enveloped between the lane side of dressed stone and the garden side of handmade red 
brick/black lime mortar and topped with stone copings . Approximately 20 metres of the red 
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brick side had bellied and had to be carefully taken down; cleaned wind stacked to dry and 
then rebuilt using the original materials.  The wall between the lane and the bowling area is 
also a beautiful feature wall of dressed stone that had been undermined with tree roots.  As 
with the Rose Garden wall this was re-built (approximately 5 metre length) to its original 
standard following the removal of the roots. 
 
To complete the Rose Garden renovation in full further works by the Parks Team are planned 
for Spring/Summer 2017 and will include new planting and bedding schemes and much 
needed drainage work to the lawns in order to address the long standing problems.  The 
planting work will also extend to redesign the schemes in the Sunken Garden at Moorlands 
Park with new and attractive perennial displays. 

 
5.6 On behalf of the Steering group, Newground led a further consultation in April 2016 into the 

development of a Pump Track facility in the Park, which allowed local people to come and try 
out a track for themselves and also give any feedback and thoughts on the proposed plans.  A 
successful bid for £32k, from Lancashire Environment Fund to design and build a pump track 
in Stubbylee Park followed. The new track is to be located near to the current Skate Park, and 
the proposed cycleway running through the Parks will link the track up with other local 
attractions such as Lee Quarry.  It is expected that works will be completed in February and in 
time for the half term holiday. 

 
5.7 Over the last 12 months the Group have worked closely with the Community Greenhouses 

team exploring opportunities for the development of Stubbylee Barn area.  There has been 
good progress through a series of meetings and site visits and an exciting new proposal has 
come forward from the team which, subject to the necessary approvals and has the potential 
to deliver a much needed additional facility to the Park for both existing and new visitors to the 
Park. 
 
A Planning application for Change of Use from D1 (vocational training centre) to a mixed use 
comprising a cafe, education centre, function room, community cinema, market trading hall 
and arts centre, including construction of glazed rear extension to provide an additional 
covered seating area, and installation of an external flue is to be considered by Council’s 
Development Control Committee on Tuesday 17th January 2017. 
  
In addition a Listed Building Consent application for works associated with change of use of 
the building from D1 (vocational training centre) to a mixed use will also be going to the 17th 
January Committee meeting. 
 

5.8 Improving information for visitors to the Park and joining up the work of partners has been key 
to the delivery of Masterplan - as part of this work the newly formed Stubbylee Partners Group 
held its first meeting in September to share information and co-ordinate activity around 
improvements, developments across all partners involved and engaged in activity across the 
Park.  The Group is due to meet again in February, to progress the programme for 2017. 
 
In addition, the Council is working with Newground on a set of information boards for the Park 
highlighting the history and heritage of the many features of the Park and plans for the future 
through delivery of the Masterplan.  Plans are at an early stage to secure funding to 
commission an artist/arts organisation to deliver an arts-based approach to engaging local 
residents with the heritage of Stubbylee Park, linking into the very successful Stacksteads 
lantern parade.  Initial discussions with the Arts Council and Heritage Lottery regarding 
funding have been positive. 
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 COMMENTS FROM STATUTORY OFFICERS: 
6. SECTION 151 OFFICER 
6.1 All capital costs are funded from external resources (s.106 monies, external grants etc.) 

 
6.2 On-going maintenance costs and minor improvements will be contained within existing annual 

revenue budget resources. 
 

7. MONITORING OFFICER 
7.1 As part of the ongoing works for the Masterplan, all necessary legal agreements will be 

entered into in line with the Council’s Constitution and relevant legislation. 
  
8. POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT 
8.1 Consultation on the Stubbylee master plan was undertaken in May 2015, and the project is 

being delivered in accordance with the Council Community led Projects policy. 
  
9. CONCLUSION 
9.1 The work to deliver the Stubbylee Park Masterplan continues to make progress and have a 

visible and positive impact on the support, activity and the quality of the open spaces within 
the park – completing the improvement works to the Dell and Duck Pond will see these 
features improved and be accessible once again and the new Pump Track will add a further 
attraction to the Park. 
 
The support of partners is key to continued improvement and developments and the new 
Partners Group and work of the Community Greenhouses Group, will be a huge asset.  

 
 No background papers  
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