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Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974

This Act allows an offender to be rehabilitated and his or her conviction becomes ‘spent’ after the following periods of time:

	
	Aged 17 years or over on conviction
	Aged under 17 years on conviction

	Prison (immediate or suspended sentence) or young offender institution: more than 6 months but less than 2½ years.
	10 years
	5 years

	Prison (immediate or suspended sentence) or young offender institution:   6 months or less.
	7 years
	3½ years

	Fine or Community Service Order.
	5 years
	2½ years

	Absolute Discharge.
	6 months
	6 months

	Probation, supervision, care order, conditional discharge or bind-over.
	1 year or until Order expires (whichever is longer)

	Attendance Centre Order.
	1 year after the Order expires

	Hospital Order (with or without Restriction Order).
	5 years , or 2 years after the Order expires (whichever is longer)


If you have been sentenced for any offence and the above periods of time have not passed you must declare the offence. In this case, you must give full details of the offence, on the reverse of this form.   If the period of time has passed you do not need to mention it on your application form.

If you are not sure, please contact People and Policy, Futures Park, Bacup, Lancashire, OL13 0DE by ringing 01706 252457  for advice or information.
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