
                      

COMMUNITY BULLETIN 
September 2023 

 

Welcome to your September Community Bulletin.  We produce a monthly bulletin 

with our heath and community partners to keep you updated about community 

activity across Rossendale. This will include information on community group 

activities, events, health information, grants and community training opportunities. 

We hope you will find the bulletin useful. 

 

All published Community Bulletins are available at 

https://www.rossendale.gov.uk/downloads/download/11317/coronavirus_community

_bulletins 

 

Feel free to share the bulletin with friends, community groups and on community 

group social media. If you have some information that you would like to share in the 

next bulletin, or you would like to be added to the e-mail distribution list, please 

contact us at communitiesteam@rossendalebc.gov.uk  

 

 

.  
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



WHITWORTH RUSHCART PROCESSION AND CELEBRATIONS  

 

Sunday 3 September 2023 

1pm: procession from Whitworth Museum, North Street car park, OL12 8RA to The 

Ashcroft, Market Street, Whitworth, OL12 8DP 

1.15pm – 4.30pm: entertainments and refreshments at The Ashcroft 

Family friendly event, all welcome 

For further information: contact Rachel Hodson, Town Clerk, Whitworth Town 

Council (tel: 01706 852018 / email: info@whitworth.gov.uk) 

 

From 1.15pm until 4.30pm, the car park of The Ashcroft will be cordoned off for 

stalls, entertainments, and performances from the various morris dancing troupes 

including the Whitworth Rushcart Men and the Britannia Coconutters, plus the 

Whitworth Vale and Healey Youth Band.  St Bartholomew’s Church will be providing 

traditional hot food, and the Ashcroft bar will be open for liquid refreshments.  There 

will also be an Arts and Craft Fair, featuring a variety of artisan stalls in the Ashcroft 

main hall – there are a limited number of stalls still available, please contact the 

office for a booking form.  There will also be rides, facepainting and other 

entertainments. 

 

Whitworth’s Rushcart history goes back hundreds of years; initially the celebration 

was linked into the cutting and collection of rushes to be strewn on the bare earth or 

stone flagged floor of the church as a form of insulation for the winter to come, taken 

to the church on the cart.  Out of this grew a celebration which was enjoyed by the 

whole community.  In the 1970s and 1980s the Rushcart was the highlight of the 

Whitworth Fair week; in recent times the week-long festivities have passed into 

history however the popularity of the Rushcart itself in Whitworth is strong.   

 

 

 

 

 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



THE KING’S AWARD FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE 2024 

 

 

 

Celebrating the outstanding work of local volunteer groups across the 

UK. 

Nominations for the 2024 of The King’s Award for Voluntary Service are 

now open! 

Every day, millions of people across the UK are making a difference by 

volunteering. Each year, outstanding examples of this work are 

celebrated through the King’s Award for Voluntary Service (KAVS). 

Created in 2002 to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee and 

previously known as The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS), 

the Award has been shining a light on the fantastic work of voluntary 

groups from all across the UK for many years. 

Equivalent to an MBE, KAVS is the highest Award given to local 

voluntary groups in the UK, and they are awarded for life. 

 

Find out more about how to nominate via this link - 

https://kavs.dcms.gov.uk/ 

 

Deadline:  15th September 2023 
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



FUNDING 

 

 

                       

 



Suicide prevention funding launched 

The Department of Health and Social Care has today (25 August) 

launched a £10 million Suicide Prevention Grant Fund for 2023-24 to 

2024-25.  

The purpose of the fund is to support suicide prevention in the 

voluntary and community sector and help them meet additional 

demand for services. It will also support the delivery of new, 

preventative activity that can help to prevent suicides and save lives.  

The application period is from today (25 August) until 1 October. 

Applications must be made online via the Find a Grant portal, unless 

exceptional circumstances apply.  

Guidance on the fund can be found on GOV.UK. The guidance 

provides full details of the objectives of the fund, the eligibility criteria, 

and what the application process involves.  

DHSC will also be holding ‘Meet the Funder’ webinars to answer any 

questions applicants may have. Interested applicants should email 

SuicidePreventionGrant@dhsc.gov.uk to register their interest.  
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VOLUNTEERING AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 



 


