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In England, Government policy relating to planning for the historic 
environment (set out in PPS 5) now requires applicants seeking consent 
for development involving a heritage asset to provide an assessment of 
that asset’s significance, including its setting. An assessment of this 
kind is required whether or not the asset is recognised and protected by 
some form of designation, such as being a listed building.
Policy HE 6 relates to information requirements for applications for 
consent affecting heritage assets. Policy HE 6.1 requires an applicant to 
provide a description of the significance of the heritage assets affected 
and the contribution of their setting to that significance. Policy HE 9.1 
describes how significance can be harmed through alteration of a 
heritage asset and such loss will require justification.
English Heritage Conservation Principles Policies and Guidance 
Paragraph 138 refers to alteration to a significant place normally being 
acceptable if the proposal would not materially harm the values of the 
place.

1. BACKGROUND TO THE CURRENT APPLICATION 

Saint John's Church is now redundant as a church. Sun & Earth Renewables 
Ltd are presently considering purchasing the church to use the building for 
training staff for design, installation and demonstration of renewable energy 
projects. It is to include PV Solar, Thermal Solar, Biomass and other 
renewable systems and products.  
The large covered spaces within the church make the building ideal for this 
use with very little alteration and intrusion of the historic fabric. 

2. SETTING OF THE CHURCH
Saint John’s Church

Crawshawbooth is a valley Town on the Burnley Road leading north from 
Manchester and Bury. It used to be a centre of the textile industry. It is ideally 
sited with good connections to M66, M62 and thereby the rest of the country. 
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The church is raised up from the main road and set on the hillside behind the 
town.
It is not very prominent in the townscape and surrounded in the trees of 
Crawshaw Hall wood In summer it can only be seen from the end of its 
access drive.

THE VIEW OF THE CHURCH IN WINTER from across Burnley Road - in 
summer the church cannot be seen because of the trees.
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The backdrop for the church is the wooded hillside behind, The adjoining 
property to the South (on the left) is Sunnyside House (the former Diocesan 
retreat centre) and Crawshaw Hall. These are all hidden by the woods 

Views from the churchyard are really confined to the housing estate across 
the main Burnley Road and from the north side of the church the housing 
estate on the other side of the culvert.



SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH, CRAWSHAWBOOTH    2014
HERITAGE STATEMENT

5

On the North side of the church is a collapsed culvert which has eroded much 
of this corner of the churchyard and now threatens to undermine the 
foundations of the building 

The view from the tower shows how the church is outside the town centre. 
Across the main road is an original non-conformist church which has now 
been made into flats.

3. ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Church is a grade II* listed building and was completed and consecrated 
in October 1892 largely to the benefaction of Thomas Brooks who was High 
Sheriff of Lancashire and the building was designed by Paley and Austin of 
Lancaster. The architects designed the complete church that can be seen 
today, including all the pew seating and chancel screens. They also designed 
the war memorial that was originally positioned to the north of the church but 
has now been moved across the road, because of the culvert erosion..

Thomas Brooks lived in the adjoining Crawshaw Hall (erected in 1830) to the 
south of the church overlooking Limy Water. John Brooks (quarry owner)
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was responsible for building the entire mineral tramway network linking 
quarries at Great Height, Cragg and Ding: the largest such development in 
this part of the country.
Thomas Brooks was made The Rt. Hon. Lord Crawshaw (1st Baron) by 
Queen Victoria on the 9th February 1891. Thomas Brooks (Died 1908) was 
born in 1825 and became the High Sheriff of Lancashire in 1884. He was a 
founder member of the Rossendale hunt being appointed Master in 1860 a 
post which he held for 22 years.

Crawshaw Hall Circa 1880

Lord Crawshaw contributed in many ways to the village including land and 
money for the building of St Johns Church in Crawshawbooth. Lord 
Crawshaw contributed £3,000 to the structure and £1,000 to the endowment.
By 1970 there was unfortunately only one surviving member of the Brooks 
family living at Crawshaw Hall - Miss Cicely Brookes. Cicely Brooks sold 
Crawshaw Hall to Dutch Antiques Dealer Mr Sonny Brunsveld in 1976.
The current owners Mr & Mrs Karoo purchased Crawshaw Hall in 1987 and 
converted it into a Nursing Home.
In 1995 a 21 bed medical centre was purpose built for Young People aged 18 
and over with medical and/or physical disabilities.
The Gardens were fully renovated in July 2007.
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The Brooks Family

4. DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH BUILDING
The church is built of local stone with York stone dressings to the windows. 
The tower is 122ft high and is fitted with a single bell. The roof to the nave, 
chancel and transepts are in Westmoreland green slate and the aisles were 
originally roofed in lead which was replaced with roofing felt about 1950 and 
has been maintained as a felt roof since.
The interior is in red Rainhill sandstone with decorated style tracery to the 
aisle windows. The pillars to the nave are alternately round and octagonal 
with plain moulded capitals. The shafted pillars of the chancel arch and that 
carrying the tower over the north transept are the most decorated stonework 
of the building.
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The Rushworth and Dreaper organ was 
installed in 1924.
Most of the furnishings were provided as 
memorials to the Brooks family in the early 
part of the twentieth century.
The Organ will be left in position

The alabaster reredos depicts the figures of 
the evangelists are to be retained. The two 
carved oak screens to the chapel were
installed in 1933 and were later put together 
and moved to form the main chancel screen. 
A significance of this church is that the 
complete building and all its furnishings were
designed by the original architects. There 
have not been any alterations or additions.

Because of the size of the grounds in which it stands, St John's as never had 
a burial ground and all interments took place at St Mary & All Saints 
Goodshaw save one memorial on a separate plot on the south side which is 
a memorial to the Brooks family

See the separate condition report. The buildings were in a fair condition prior 
to closure, but in October 2011, thieves stole much of the lead from the high 
level roofs and gutters which caused extensive water damage to the interior 
and fittings. This has been followed by several dry rot outbreaks to the roof 
timbers. There are also the problems with erosion of the banks of the culvert 
that runs along the north side of the churchyard.
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The Church was closed in 2013 because of the damage and the 
congregation size was insufficient to continue to maintain the building.

ALL THIS HAS NOW PUT THIS AS A HERITAGE BUILDING AT RISK

5. DESIGN CONCEPT OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Sun and Earth Renewables have selected the church as it can be used for 
their training. Following consultations with English Heritage, the local 
conservation officer and the planning department it was evident that the 
church must be retained as close as possible to the original building without 
any major alterations or disturbance of the fabric and fittings.

For this reason, the proposed purchaser intends to retain most of the pew 
seating. The more ornate carved choir and clergy pews are to be returned to 
their original positions in the Chancel. 

The bells and organ are to be retained and the existing font to be fitted with the 
original font cover. The existing cast iron heating is to be repaired and retained.

Initially, it was intended to place the solar energy panels in the usual position on the 
church roof, where they would be most effective in sunlight. However, these would 
be highly visible from Burnley Road and would be harmful to the heritage asset.  It 
was agreed to re-position these to the car park area to the North of the church and 
they are now to be integral with car park shelters. 

6 SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED WORKS
The work is shown on the drawings.
Briefly this involves:-

The alterations to the building are to be minimal and are mainly in the form of urgent 
repairs.  The roof slates to be checked and replaced, where missing. The glazing 
cleaned. All exposed timbers to be decorated or treated with preservative. rainwater 
pipes and gutters to be checked and renewed in matching materials where 
defective. Re-locate pews as shown on the drawings, sand down and seal wood 
block flooring.
Repair and commission the existing heating installation with new biomass boiler in 
external cabin on site boundary with connections to heating cell in the existing boiler 
room.
Construct new lavatories and kitchen in external cabin to the north of the church, 
with connecting link and stair to the church and the car park area. 
Treat, cut out and replace timbers infected by rot.
Install new storm water drainage as shown on the drawings
Install new electrical services and light fittings as described.
Excavate and form new access driveway with parking area and with associated 
retaining walls.
Seal off existing road access with new boundary wall to match existing.
Install new parking shelters with solar panels and connection to the distribution 
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board in the existing boiler house.
Repair the existing culvert to the north boundary.

6. IMPACT OF THE ALTERATIONS

The impact on the interior of the existing church will be minimal. There are no 
alterations to the building or to its existing elevations, finishes or fittings.
.
The new use for the building as a training centre will require proper facilities for 
heating and lavatories.  In order to minimise any harm to the significance of the 
heritage asset, these will be provided as separate buildings on the north side of the 

building. The car park will also be sited here on land that is disturbed by the culvert. 
This is to be enclosed in a drain pipe to prevent further erosion and enable the land 
to be brought back into use.
The long established view of the church from the South will remain as existing.

The provision of a new access road on the east side of the churchyard will be 
necessary in order to use this space. The benefit of this in properly servicing the 
building should outweigh any harm through the loss of the mature trees. The road 
will be constructed with a stone finish which will be in keeping with local materials 
and fitting for a building erected by the quarry owner. 

7. FOOTNOTE
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The church is much loved by the local community, many of who have been baptised, 
married, were in the choir or just worshipers in this church and it is hoped that it will 
still be available for access and viewing to all members of the public and local 
groups.

There are a limited number of uses for a grade 11* listed church of this design in 
this area, other non-conformist churches in Crawshawbooth have been converted 
into flats, but this building with its lofty nave and high tower would not be suitable for 
habitable units. 

There is currently an urgent national need to promote training in the use of 
renewable energy. If this building can be sensitively restored and adapted for use as
a training centre then the advantages of rescuing this church for this use and to 
promote local employment would mitigate any minor loss to the heritage asset. 

ARBORICULTURAL IMPLICATION STUDY
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It can be seen many of the previous pictures in this report that the churchyard is 
planted with many mature trees. These are marked on the survey plan and those 
which need to be removed are also indicated on the landscape plan. The natural 
grass and planting is to be retained. The existing footpath is to be kept.

Most of the existing planting and bushes to the south of the building along the 
present parking area will not be disturbed, but it will necessary to remove several of 
the trees to the roadside in order to provide the new access road to the north side of 
the church and to the car park. This dangerous access is to be re-constructed and 
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the existing one walled off.

In this area many of the trees have not been well maintained, several have 
collapsed into the culvert and river and others are overgrown and in varying state as 
can be seen from the above picture.
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The view of the church as approached from the town is also obscured by trees 
planted along the river bank. This whole area would benefit from being thinned out
by an experienced tree surgeon.

The future parking area on the north side of the church is derelict and will benefit by 
the proposed repair and development to bring it back into use. There is no 
vegetation of value left.

ECOLOGY SURVEY
The purpose of the survey is to examine what habitats and species exist at the site 
before a planning application is submitted. This ensures the local planning authority 
(LPA) has sufficient information to make an informed decision, that wildlife can be 
protected from injury or disturbance during development and makes certain that 
there is no adverse impact on local biodiversity as a result of the development.
Carrying out appropriate ecological survey of the site will ensure that:

 Both the developer/applicant is made aware of the ecological constraints at 
the site at an early stage.

 The development can be designed so that it has the least possible adverse 
impact on the biodiversity of the site.

 The presence of species that are afforded special protection under European 
or British legislation will be identified within the site and immediate 
surrounding area, so that the development can be designed to avoid impact 
on these populations and direct injury to individuals (that may result in 
prosecution).

 By knowing the existing ecology of the site and surrounding area, the design 
of mitigation and enhancement can compliment existing habitats and species. 

The longstanding members of the church say that they do not recall any bats inside 
the church, but they have seen them in the vicinity within the past five years. They 
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are known to be in parts of Crawshawbooth. None of the work envisiged should 
cause the bats any harm or disturb them from their habitat. 
The prospective purchaser is aware of his duties on protecting the species and will 
act accordingly. There will also inevitably be a presence of squirrels, rabbits,foxes 
etc but this will remain unharmed 

No other protected wildlife has been identified and the nature of this development is 
such that as much of the churchyard as possible will remain as a natural habitat.

The trees with all the birds nests are outside the churchyard.


